Everyone Likes a Good Mystery!

Part 9
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Ephesians 1:9 Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure which he hath purposed in himself: (KJV)
Ephesians 1:7-9 7 so abundant was God's grace, 8 the grace which He, the possessor of all wisdom and understanding, lavished upon us, 9 when He made known to us the secret of His will. (Weymouth translation) 

So abundant was God’s grace! The abundant grace and love which He has shed broad in our hearts by His Holy Spirit. How often though, do we consider all that God has made available to us, as adopted children? Do we acknowledge and recognize the abundant life that is available in Christ Jesus?
All too often, I hear people say that it would be so much easier if they only knew God’s will for their life. Yet, if they would read the Word, and hear what God is saying to them, it shows them quite clearly that He has made known to us the mystery of His will for our lives!
Galatians 1:3-4 Grace be to you and peace from God the Father, and from our Lord Jesus Christ, Who gave himself for our sins, that He might deliver us from this present evil world, according to the will of God and our Father: (KJV)
Grace and peace! We can only have that, and in that order, if we are being obedient to that which Father asks of us. Also notice, that it comes from Father and our Lord Jesus Christ. Verse four explains to us very plainly Father’s will for our life, and what His Son did for us to make this available to anyone who will ask and seek sincerely. (Galatians 1:3-4 May grace and peace be granted to you from God the Father, and from our Lord Jesus Christ, 4 who gave Himself to suffer for our sins in order to rescue us from the present wicked age in accordance with the will of our God and Father. Weymouth translation). To be delivered from our sins. So, anything that would break our fellowship with Father, (cause us to sin or stumble spiritually) cannot be the will of Father. (One does not have to be a rocket scientist to figure that out).
Colossians 1:13 Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son: (KJV)
We have been delivered from the power of darkness. (We have been shown the way of escape.) We have been given new life in and through Christ Jesus. However, you do have to work out your own salvation with fear and trembling. You have to continue (abide, live) in the Word, and become grounded and settled in it. You should not be moved away from this hope of this gospel message. It is going to take a diligent and sincere effort on your part, to not be tossed to and fro by every wind (fad) of man’s doctrine that happens to blow through.
2 Timothy 2:15 Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. (KJV)
Study (work may be involved here), to show yourself (quit fretting about what everyone else is doing) approved unto God! Yet, the majority of the time, we are studying for some person’s approval, rather than Father’s. We get caught up in man’s ideas at what he thinks God is about, and end up further away from God, rather than closer. Whose fault is this? (I will give you a hint, it is not Father’s).
We are the ones that have to rightly divide the Word of truth. This can only be done by studying the Word and utilizing the Holy Spirit as our teacher and our guide. It amazes me, how we will spend millions of dollars on books and tapes, and yet, have no time for the Word of God. We will make up and find all kinds of excuses for not spending time with Father and His Word! Yet, as soon as things start to go wrong, then we want to immediately blame God for our self-inflicted problems. We will blame anyone or anything else for our problems and take no responsibility for them ourselves. (Hmm…work out your own salvation?)
If we studied for Father’s approval, and sought to do His will, we would have no reason to be ashamed. But, alas, since most do not have any time for Father let alone His Word, most have much to be ashamed of. (Matthew chapter 25 talks about the foolish virgins).
If we would apply ourselves at pleasing Father, as much as we do at pleasing and appeasing those around us in the flesh, we would very seldom have anything to be ashamed of before Father. Here again though, a close and intimate relationship with Father can only come about by stopping all that you are doing, (cut out all outside distractions), and giving a ready and willing ear to God’s Word. (Romans 10:17).
Yes, we are saved by grace through faith! However, it is not enough for us to just be born again. We then have to continue in His Word on a daily basis. (Give us this day, our daily bread). Jesus Christ, Himself, told His disciples and the Jews that believed on Him, that if they continued in His Word, then are you His disciples indeed. As you continue in His Word, it is His truth that will set you free from the things that have kept you a prisoner of and to sin.
So, then, as we can see from the Word, that as we turn to the Word, and abide in the truth, this and only this is what will set you free and keep you free. There are no magic potions! No special anointed cloths or such! Only the word of God that will set you free and keep you free from the power of the devil. When you have the Word within you, greater is He that is in you, then he that is in the world.
The next part of Galatians 1:4 tells us that He also died that He might deliver us from this present evil world! The problem here is that most people have their own idea of what the evil of this present world is. Let us, for a moment, take a look at this next scripture verse.
1 Timothy 6:6-10 But godliness with contentment is great gain. For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out. And having food and raiment let us be therewith content. But they that will be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction and perdition. For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows. (KJV)
In the realm of the churches today, one of the prevalent messages is that he who has the most toys wins. The people are constantly badgered to give to this ministry or that church, and then to expect to receive so much more in return. Where has their focus become centered in and on? Do we in all reality admit that all that we have is Father’s?
Yet, Paul tells us quite clearly, that the love of money is the root of all evil. This happens when everything other than God is our source.
Have we forgotten who our source is supposed to be? If we abide in Christ, then we are grafted into His vine. He is our source. It is then that Father is our source for our daily bread, whether it be spiritual, or physical; and in that order as well!
Where the problem arises, is, when we look to the world to be our provider. When we acknowledge everything, but Father, as our source. This is when it becomes the root of all evil. (And a root has to be watered and fed for it to continue to grow.) This is because we are no longer tapped into or grafted into the proper vine. We have taken root in something other than the Word. And this root, this weed, that is contrary to His Word will now grow, and cause the wrong kind of fruit to be produced.
Father was always Jesus Christ’s source. For everything that He had need of in the ministry, Father provided. Let me ask you this question, which is the greater miracle: to feed 5,000 men, plus the women and children by taking emergency offerings and accumulating $50,000. Or by taking a few loaves and fishes and thanking Father for providing the increase?
We say that we trust God. We say that He is our source, but in all reality, it is far from the truth. You may ask, how and why we are covering this area, in regard to the mystery of the gospel. It is quite simple really. Let’s look at the following verse.
John 14:12-13 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also; and greater works than these shall he do; because I go unto my Father. And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. (KJV)
These works that Jesus Christ did, we are to do also. This can only happen though, if one knows who they are in Christ Jesus, and establish the same type of relationship with Father that He had. This can only happen and come about, as we take the time we need in the Word, to build up and feed our spirit man, on a daily basis (Give us this day our daily bread).
It is certainly the greatest miracle of divine grace to convert the obstinate, wicked heart of man from sin to holiness. This was done in numberless cases by the disciples, who were endued with power from on high, while proclaiming remission of sins through faith in his blood. (John 14:12 from Adam Clarke Commentary)
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