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Believe It, or Else!     v22n33

To believe or not to believe, that is the question that faces or challenges each and every person that walks upon the face of this earth. The Bible tells us, that without faith, (faith; that ability to trust and believe God and His Word) it is impossible to please God. In order to please Him, one must learn and train oneself to operate in His realm, which is the spirit realm. For those that worship or fellowship with God, they must worship Him in Spirit (if any man has not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of His) and in truth (His Word is truth). This is the relationship that God seeks with His creation.

John 4:23-24 But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him. God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth. (KJV)


Seldom does man do that which God asks of Him. For the most part, people do that which feels good to them, or that which excites the emotions. They are so busy seeking man’s approval and great compliments for that which they are doing, that they forget or ignore the instructions that God has given them within His Word.


His Word clearly tells us that He is not in, or dwells in temples made with men’s hands. Do people believe this? For the most part, no! Look around, most people try to justify or rationalize their relationship with God by the size of the building which they go to or frequent. They will justify it by proclaiming all that they have done for God. 

Isaiah 66:1 Thus saith the LORD, The heaven is my throne, and the earth is my footstool: where is the house that ye build unto me? and where is the place of my rest? (KJV)

Acts 7:48-50 Howbeit the most High dwelleth not in temples made with hands; as saith the prophet, Heaven is my throne, and earth is my footstool: what house will ye build me? saith the Lord: or what is the place of my rest? Hath not my hand made all these things? (KJV)


Are we so quick to forget, that the Bible tells us that God so loved the world (insert your name here), that He gave, He sent His only begotten Son (full of grace and truth)! That whosoever (again, insert your name here) would believe (relating to God: the conviction that God exists and is the creator and ruler of all things, the provider and bestower of eternal salvation through Christ) this (Romans 10:9), and then operate in Him (Romans 10:10), should not perish, but rather obtain everlasting life.


We look at the verses that are written on the pages of the Bible (John 5:39), and many will memorize them and or repeat them. However, how often is it that one will stop long enough to ponder and hear that which God is asking of us? Does one take the time to meditate on His Word so that it becomes an actual way of life? Does one stop long enough to really hear that which is being proclaimed by and through His Word?


[The true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit] The worship of the Samaritans was a defective worship-- they did not receive the prophetical writings: that of the Jews was a carnal worship, dealing only in the letter, and referring to the spirit and design, which were at a distance, by types and ceremonies.


1. The Gospel of Christ showed the meaning of all these carnal ordinances, and the legal sacrifices, which had all their consummation in his offering of himself: thus a spiritual dispensation took place of the carnal one which prefigured it.


2. The preaching of the Gospel discovered the true nature of God, of salvation, of the human soul, of earthly and of heavenly things; and, because of this, it is put in opposition to the defective Samaritan worship.

[God is a Spirit] this is one of the first, the greatest, the most sublime, and necessary truths in the compass of nature! There is a God, the cause of all things-- the fountain of all perfection-- without parts or dimensions, for he is ETERNAL-- filling the heavens and the earth-- pervading, governing, and upholding all things: for he is an infinite SPIRIT! This God can be pleased only with that which resembles himself: therefore he must hate sin and sinfulness; and can delight in those only who are made partakers of his own divine nature. As all creatures were made by him, so all owe him obedience and reverence; but, to be acceptable to this infinite Spirit, the worship must be of a spiritual nature-- must spring from the heart, through the influence of the Holy Spirit: and it must be in TRUTH, not only in sincerity, but performed according to that divine revelation which he has given men of himself. A man worships God in spirit, when, under the influence of the Holy Spirit, he brings all his affections, appetites, and desires to the throne of God; and he worships him in truth, when every purpose and passion of his heart, and when every act of his religious worship, is guided and regulated by the word of God. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

One needs to become a partaker of His divine nature! One needs to begin their walk or journey in His Word, and then continue in it on a daily basis. Being a doer of the Word, and not a hearer only. It is in Christ that one becomes that new creation, the old is passed away, and all things become new. Now, one has to continue in this relationship with Him. Learning to walk in that newness of the Spirit, and not the old way, which was by the letter of the law.

2 Peter 1:4 Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust. (KJV)


[Whereby are given unto us] By his own glorious power he hath freely given unto us exceeding great and invaluable promises. The Jews were distinguished in a very particular manner by the promises which they received from God; the promises to Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, and the prophets. God promised to be their God; to protect, support, and save them; to give them what was emphatically called the Promised Land; and to cause the Messiah to spring from their race. Peter intimates to these Gentiles that God had also given unto them exceeding great promises; indeed all that he had given to the Jews, the mere settlement in the Promised Land excepted; and this also he had given in all its spiritual meaning and force. And these superlatively great promises, which distinguished the Mosaic dispensation, he had given them; the valuable promises, those which came through the great price; enrolment with the church of God, redemption in and through the blood of the cross, the continual indwelling influence of the Holy Spirit, the resurrection of the body, and eternal rest at the right hand of God. It was of considerable consequence to the comfort of the Gentiles that these promises were made to them, and that salvation was not exclusively of the Jews.


[That by these ye might be partakers] The object of all God's promises and dispensations was to bring fallen man back to the image of God, which he had lost. This, indeed, is the sum and substance of the religion of Christ. We have partaken of an earthly, sensual, and devilish nature; the design of God by Christ is to remove this, and to make us partakers of the Divine nature; and save us from all the corruption in principle and fact which is in the world; the source of which is lust, irregular, unreasonable, inordinate, and impure desire; desire to have, to do, and to be, what God has prohibited, and what would be ruinous and destructive to us were the desire to be granted.


Lust, or irregular, impure desire, is the source whence all the corruption which is in the world springs. Lust conceives and brings forth sin; sin is finished or brought into act, and then brings forth death. This destructive principle is to be rooted out; and love to God and man is to be implanted in its place. This is every Christian's privilege; God has promised to purify our hearts by faith; and that as sin hath reigned unto death, even so shall grace reign through righteousness unto eternal life; that here we are to be delivered out of the hands of all our enemies, and have even "the thoughts of our hearts so cleansed by the inspiration of God's Holy Spirit, that we shall perfectly love him, and worthily magnify his holy name."


This blessing may be expected by those who are continually escaping, flying from, the corruption that is in the world and in themselves. God purifies no heart in which sin is indulged. Get pardon through the blood of the Lamb; feel your need of being purified in heart; seek that with all your soul; plead the exceeding great and invaluable promises that refer to this point; abhor your inward self; abstain from every appearance of evil; flee from self and sin to God; and the very God of peace will sanctify you through body, soul, and spirit, make you burning and shining lights here below (a proof that he can save to the uttermost all that come to him by Christ), and afterward, having guided you by his counsel through life, will receive you into his eternal glory. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

What is it that you believe? Are you sure of that which you profess?

That you may know Him,
In the service of Jesus Christ.
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