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Tell Me A Story!     v22n32

Often times, people want to think of God and His Word as make believe. They always think of God’s Word working back in the times of Moses and Daniel, or even the times of Jesus Christ; but not for today, not for themselves. For many, they make believe that they are a Christian or disciple of Christ for one or two hours a week, or in some cases one or two days, but the rest of the week, or the majority of the time, you cannot tell them from the rest of the world. Few are there, that make being a Christian, a real way of life.

John 14:6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me. (KJV)
John 14:6 Jesus saith unto him; “I am the real and living way: no one comes to Father, except by means of me.” (Moffatt translation).


Jesus of Nazareth listened to, and was then obedient to the Spirit of Christ, (which was within Him from the moment of conception) and thus showed us the way to fellowship and communion with Father. It should be a real and actual way of life for anyone that professes to be a follower of Christ. Yet, for most, it is only something that they talk about, and that only occasionally.


One needs to become one who lives the very Word of God on a moment-by-moment basis, just as Jesus Christ of Nazareth did. Many will hear the Word of God, and some will talk about it at times, but few will be doers of the Word: that is, one that will take and apply the Word of God to every aspect of their life on a moment-by-moment basis, thus allowing it to become a reality in their life. Being a doer of the Word, one who lives the Word of God, and does not just talk about it.


The Bible gives us its definition of the word story. 

Story: OT:4097, from OT:1875; properly, an investigation, i.e. (by implication) a treatise or elaborate compilation: (Biblesoft's New Exhaustive Strong's Numbers and Concordance Copyright (c) 1994, Biblesoft and International Bible Translators, Inc.)

Romans 3:4 No, indeed; let us hold God to be true, though every man should prove to be false. (Weymouth translation)


Now let’s look at what the word story means from a modern college dictionary.

Story: (1) narrative, either true or fictitious; a prose or verse; tale. (2) a fictitious tale, shorter and less elaborate than a novel. (7) a lie or fabrication. (Webster’s college dictionary 1992)

Matthew 12:35-37 A good man from his good store produces good things, and a bad man from his bad store produces bad things. 36 But I tell you that for every careless word that men shall speak they will be held accountable on the day of Judgement. 37 For each of you by his words shall be justified, or by his words shall be condemned." (Weymouth translation)


For myself, when talking in reference to the Bible, I do not like to use the word story, because of the uncertainty to the hearer in what is being conveyed or presented. I much prefer to use the word “account,” as the Bible gives us a detailed “account” of what happens to those that hear and obey God’s Word, as well as a clear and precise “account” of what happens to those who disobey or rebel against God and His Word. (Reference Deuteronomy Chapter 28, which will give one a clear picture of this).


Much of what is proclaimed from the pulpits today, are stories, as much of it is produced from man’s imagination, rather than presenting the facts as stated clearly within God’s Word. An example that portrays this very well, is that which the religious people portray each year at what they call Christmas time. They tell the story of the birth of Jesus of Nazareth, (this preceding part is true). However, then they begin their own story, as they present the fictitious tale of three wise men showing up to see the child Jesus at the manger. Now, can anyone please tell me where they find this account within the Bible? (Matthew 2:11 And when they were come into the house, they saw the young child with Mary his mother, and fell down, and worshipped him: and when they had opened their treasures, they presented unto him gifts; gold, and frankincense, and myrrh. (KJV))

So, as we can see from the Biblical account of what Matthew portrays to us, that the Bible does not tell us how many wise men that there were; nor does it say that they ever arrived at the manger. The Biblical account also plainly tells us that they saw the young child in a house. So why is it then, that every year all of the religious scenes portray three wise men at the manger? And, if they have misread and misrepresented this, how many other areas do you think that they have told stories about as well?


How does something like this happen? How is it that people are so easily duped or fooled to believe things that are not according to God’s Word? If one were to study the Bible, seeking only God’s approval, by making and then taking the time to rightly divide the Word of truth, would one ever then have reason to be ashamed when they stand before God? Would one ever then be in danger of teaching or promulgating a fable such as three wise men at the manger?


And if people have been duped or fooled with something as obvious as this, the three wise men at the manger, how many other things have been twisted and perverted to meet man’s agendas? Could this be why Paul wrote that each person is to work out their own salvation with reverence and respect to and for God?


Many people have many Bible verses memorized. The question is, how many actually make a sincere attempt to live all of the Word of God? Is this Word of faith something that they actually live each and every moment of each and every day? Or is it set aside for certain days or times of the year? We are to live the Word of God, not just talk about it. And if what we have heard are only stories to us, why would one live it?

John 6:63 It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life. (KJV)

The words that Jesus of Nazareth presented by the Spirit of Christ within Him, are indeed Spirit and life to anyone that will hear and obey them. So, we can then see, that one must not only hear the voice of God, but they must also obey this Word. One has to allow this Word to come into them, to become a real way of life. Being a doer of the Word, and not a hearer only.


It amazes me that people will listen to a talking carrot or cucumber before they will the Word of God. Why is this? Is it that it is easier to believe a vegetable, to talk to and with them, than to converse with God? 

Galatians 3:2-5 This only would I learn of you, Received ye the Spirit by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith? 3 Are ye so foolish? having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made perfect by the flesh? 4 Have ye suffered so many things in vain? if it be yet in vain. 5 He therefore that ministereth to you the Spirit, and worketh miracles among you, doeth he it by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith? (KJV)

Are you one of those that wants to hear a story and to be entertained today? Or will you allow the Word of God to rule and reign in your life this day?

That you may know Him,
In the service of Jesus Christ.
 

Larry Gazelka
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