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No Big Thing!     v22n31

No big thing! This is a common response by many people, when they do not want to take responsibility for things which they have said or done, by thoughts, actions, or speech. Just a few weeks ago, we talked about wildfires and how they could have got started, and the damage that then ensues. As in the instances of wildfires, it is not very often that if a person has been responsible for starting the fire, that they will come forward and admit their fault, and take responsibility for the damage and hardship that they have caused. Rather, in most instances, they are quick to hide and let others clean up after them. Not only do they allow others to clean up after them, but they also let others pay for the repairs or restoration caused by the fire, that their actions started.


When wildfire gets out of control, it not only causes damage to the immediate area that the fire is in, but the smoke and ashes can hinder people many miles away. It can cause very poor visibility, that can hinder both land and air travel. The devastation is far reaching, though people seldom give much thought to anything that happens outside of their own little world. We can compare this to when a person tells but “one little lie.” They are seldom aware of all the damage and destruction it can cause, because after all, they only told one other person. What harm could this possibly do? Yet, do a little math, and have each person tell two others, and after 10 or twenty people, how big of a fire has it started? 


One must remember, the people that start rumors or lies, will usually say that it is “no big thing!” They will say, “To tell just a little lie, is not anything to get all upset over.” This is how they will quite often respond. Yet, if someone were to talk about them, what do you think their reaction or response would be? Would it still be, “not a big thing?” After all, it was only a few words, what harm could it do?


The same is very true when one decides to disobey God and His Word; how much damage can that do? Does one only look at the immediate area and consequences? Or does one take the time to look at the overall picture? All too often, one only looks at that which will affect oneself; or only that which will appear to benefit oneself. After all, doesn’t the world revolve around them?


Just as one does not pay much attention to one little spark, the same is very true within the body of Christ, we seldom give much heed to anything that looks small, or that we think does not present much danger. If one person starts a problem, the usual response is that it is “no big thing!’ Yet have we already forgotten how much damage one little spark can cause? How much damage one little lie, or fabricated story can do?

Philippians 3:17-19 Brethren, be followers together of me, and mark them which walk so as ye have us for an ensample. (For many walk, of whom I have told you often, and now tell you even weeping, that they are the enemies of the cross of Christ: Whose end is destruction, whose God is their belly, and whose glory is in their shame, who mind earthly things.) (KJV)

That is, live as I do. A minister of the gospel, a parent, or a Christian of any age or condition, ought so to live that he can refer to his own example, and exhort others to imitate the course of life which he had led. Paul could do this without ostentation or impropriety. They knew that he lived so as to be a proper example for others; and he knew that they would feel that his life had been such that there would be no impropriety in his referring to it in this manner. But, alas, how few are there who can safely imitate Paul in this!

There were those in the church who endeavored to live as he had done, renouncing all confidence in the flesh, and aiming to win the prize. There were others, it would seem, who were actuated by different views. There are usually two kinds of professing Christians in every church-- those who imitate the Saviour, and those who are worldly and vain. The exhortation here is, to "mark"-- that is, to observe with a view to imitate-- those who lived as the apostles did. We should set before our minds the best examples, and endeavor to imitate the most holy people. A worldly and fashionable professor of religion is a very bad example to follow; and especially young Christians should set before their minds for imitation, and associate with, the purest and most spiritual members of the church. Our religion takes its form and complexion much from those with whom we associate; and he will usually be the most holy man who associates with the most holy companions.


Many live, the Christian life being often in the Scriptures compared with a journey. In order to induce them to imitate those who were the most holy, the apostle says that there were many, even in the church, whom it would not be safe for them to imitate. He evidently here refers mainly to the church at Philippi, though it may be that he meant to make the declaration general, and to say that the same thing existed in other churches. There has not probably been any time yet in the Christian church when the same thing might not be said.
When he preached in Philippi. Paul was not afraid to speak of church members when they did wrong, and to warn others not to imitate their example. He did not attempt to cover up or excuse guilt because it was in the church, or to apologize for the defects and errors of those who professed to be Christians. The true way is, to admit that there are those in the church who do not honor their religion, and to warn others against following their example. But this fact does not make religion any the less true or valuable, anymore than the fact that there is counterfeit money makes all money bad, or makes genuine coin of no value.


This is the true spirit with which to speak of the errors and faults of Christians. It is not to go and blazon their inconsistencies abroad. It is not to find pleasure in the fact that they are inconsistent. It is not to reproach religion on that account, and to say that all religion is false and hollow, and that all professors are hypocrites. We should rather speak of the fact with tears; for, if there is anything that should make us weep, it is, that there are those in the church who are hypocrites, or who dishonor their profession. We should weep:


(1) because they are in danger of destroying their own souls; (2) because they are destined to certain disappointment when they come to appear before God; and (3) because they injure the cause of religion, and give occasion to the "enemies of the Lord to speak reproachfully." He who loves religion. will weep over the inconsistencies of its friends; he who does not, will exult and triumph.


The "cross" was the instrument of death on which the Redeemer died to make atonement for sin. As the atonement made by Christ for sin is that which especially distinguishes his religion from all others, the "cross" comes to be used to denote his religion; and the phrase here means, that they were the enemies of his religion, or were strangers to the gospel. It is not to be supposed that they were open and avowed enemies of the cross, or that they denied that the Lord Jesus died on the cross to make an atonement. The characteristic of those persons mentioned in the following verse is, rather, that they were living in a manner which showed that they were strangers to his pure gospel. An immoral life is enmity to the cross of Christ; for he died to make us holy. A life where there is no evidence that the heart is renewed, is enmity to the cross; for he died that we might be renewed. They are the enemies of the cross, in the church:


(1) who have never been born again; (2) who are living in the indulgence of known sin; (3) who manifest none of the peculiarities of those who truly love him; (4) who have a deeper interest in worldly affairs than they have in the cause of the Redeemer; (5) whom nothing can induce to give up their worldly concerns when God demands it; (6) who are opposed to all the unique doctrines of Christianity; and (7) who are opposed to all the special duties of religion, or who live in the habitual neglect of them. It is to be feared that at all times there are such enemies of the cross in the church, and the language of the apostle implies that it is a proper subject of grief and tears. He wept over it, and so should we. It is from this cause that so much injury is done to the true religion in the world. One secret enemy in a camp may do more harm than fifty men who are open foes; and a single unholy or inconstant member in a church may do much more injury than many men who are avowedly opposed to religion. It is not by infidels, and scoffers, and blasphemers, so much, that injury is done to the cause of religion; it is by the unholy lives of its professed FRIENDS-- the worldliness, inconsistency, and want of the proper spirit of religion, among those who are IN the church. Nearly all the objections that are made to religion are from this quarter; and, if this objection were taken away, the religion of Christ would soon spread its triumphs around the globe. (From Barnes' Notes)

After all, we must remember that it is but a little leaven that affects, effects, and infects the whole of the lump. The same is true of a “little spark;” how large of a fire can it cause? By our words we will be justified, that is, by holding God and His Word to be true. After all, His Word is forever settled in heaven. So then, one must be sure that the words that they are speaking, are in total agreement and harmony with His word. If one is not for God and His Word, then you are in full opposition against Him. True or false, life or death, there is no middle ground. There is no gray area. We are either for or against God.


Jesus Christ spoke only those things that He heard Father speak. He did only those things that He saw Father do. The words that He spoke, are indeed Spirit, and they are life. This is the example that one should follow. This is the pattern or example one should use for their life. 

John 8:28-29 but as my Father hath taught me, I speak these things. And he that sent me is with me: the Father hath not left me alone; for I do always those things that please him. (KJV)


For most people, if it does not affect themselves, they will think that it is no big thing. What most forget, is that if you are to lead anyone astray by your example, by your speech, or by your very actions, you will be held accountable by God (Matthew 18:6, Mark 9:42, Luke 17:1-2). Though one may consider anything small or unimportant, the deciding factor is whether your actions are for or against God and His Word. One can make all of the excuses that they want; they can blame anyone and everything else; yet the fact remains that one will have to give account of every idle word that they have put forth, and not asked Father’s forgiveness for. (By your words, you will be justified or condemned).


One little thing; one little spark; one little lie, how big of a fire or commotion it can create. Carelessness; thoughtlessness; no regard for oneself, let alone for their fellow man. One must tend to their own salvation with reverence and respect for God and His plan of salvation, before they can ever be sincere about the condition or fate of their fellow man. Learning to seek Father’s counsel for every aspect of our life.


It is the accumulation of the little things in one’s life, that eventually become big enough, to cause one to stumble. Yet, at the time that Father tried to talk with us about this area of our life, it was “not a big thing to us,” therefore we ignored His counsel.


All of this happens or comes about, as we put anything else as a priority before God and His Word. At first, it may seem like no big thing. However, it is not long before our life has become a mess, and it seems that everything is going wrong, and one is not able to understand where this mountain they are facing, ever came from. Yet, the majority of the time, one will never see the origin of this problem, because it seemed so small or frivolous at the time Father addressed them on it. 

2 Corinthians 6:3-10 Giving no offence in any thing, that the ministry be not blamed: But in all things approving ourselves as the ministers of God, in much patience, in afflictions, in necessities, in distresses, In stripes, in imprisonments, in tumults, in labours, in watchings, in fastings; By pureness, by knowledge, by longsuffering, by kindness, by the Holy Ghost, by love unfeigned, By the word of truth, by the power of God, by the armour of righteousness on the right hand and on the left, By honour and dishonour, by evil report and good report: as deceivers, and yet true; As unknown, and yet well known; as dying, and, behold, we live; as chastened, and not killed; As sorrowful, yet alway rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing all things. (KJV)


There is no such thing as a little sin! What is it, that is the priority in your life this day?

Matthew 6:33 But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you. (KJV)

That you may know Him,

In the service of Jesus Christ.

Larry Gazelka
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