I Think? I Believe? I Know!     v22n27
When a person first begins their relationship with God, there are many things that one “thinks” that the Word of God says. This is often based in and upon the voices that one has been listening to. Thus, many “think” that God’s Word is based in and on that which someone else has told them or related to them. Rather than by taking the time to study for God’s approval, for they have taken the time to rightly divide the Word of truth, and thus have no reason to be ashamed.
There are many things that one “thinks” or presumes that God is. Much of this “thinking” is based in and upon that which some man or person has told them. People also have different “thoughts” about themselves, as well as what they “think” about others; and again this “thinking” is based in and upon that which other people have told them, that they “think” one has “thoughts” about many different things. Hopefully as one grows in their understanding of God, and who God is; one will always strive to be in full agreement with God and His Word. This is the only way that one can have in their life, that peace that passes all understanding, which will keep their heart and mind out of turmoil.
Isaiah 55:8-9 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the LORD. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts. (KJV)
Psalms 92:5 O LORD, how great are thy works! and thy thoughts are very deep. (KJV)
Many people “think” that they know God. However, much of what they “think” or presume about God, is based in and upon that which other people have told them, what they “think” God is, and what they have told them what they “think” He is about. Therefore, they “think” that they can only hear God through the parameters or boundaries of which they have been taught or told. (In most instances, this will cause a person to stroll or walk down the wrong path. Matthew 7:13-14, John 2:23-24). (They forget that evil communications, does indeed corrupt or pervert good morals or manners).
People do indeed “think” many different things. People also react and respond, by that which they “think.” Yet, as is often the case, one will use or repeat words from what others have told them, never knowing that if that which they are repeating is right or wrong. They do not know for sure, that if what they heard and or repeated, is in full agreement with God and His word.
Definition for think, as used in Philippians chapter four verse eight: to take an inventory, i.e. estimate (literally or figuratively): to reckon, to count, to compute, to calculate, to count over, to deliberate, to consider, to take into account, to weigh, to meditate on, to determine, purpose, decide. 

As one will observe some of these definitions that are listed above, it will give one a clearer understanding of what the word really means and is trying to portray to us. “To take inventory” but, whose inventory list are you going to compare it to? To calculate or consider; but again, who or what are we going to consider or calculate it with? So then, what exactly is it, that determines what you think?
For many people, their thoughts, and ideas of God, are based in and on that which “they thought” other people had conveyed to them, of who or what “they thought” God is. They base their thoughts and actions on what they have seen other people do. There are so many things that one will think about, yet how many of these thoughts are based in and upon God and His Word? If one will learn to accept God by His terms and conditions for salvation; one will begin to see and understand how much their own “thoughts,” or ideas, or conclusions, can get them into trouble. Maybe even an eternity of trouble and woes.
Why do people call Him Lord, Lord, and yet ignore the things that He asks of them?
One has to confess with their mouth the Lord Jesus (Acts 2:36, Ephesians 2:15), and believe in their heart that God indeed has raised Him from the dead (Romans 8:9-11, 2Timothy 2:8), in order to be saved. (Delivered from the power of darkness, by being made a new creation in Christ. 2Corinthians 5:16-17, Colossians 1:13). One has to believe that this (His resurrection from the dead, to pay the total ransom for our sins) is a fact, even though they do not yet fully comprehend or understand it, or how it could be. Each and every believer that comes to Father, through His Son (Matthew 16:16-19, John 6:69) will go through this growing process. Most, however, continue to look to or for someone to tell them what they should or should not believe. Few will ever grow past this point. They will continue to run from place to place seeking the Word of the Lord but shall not find it (Amos 8:11-12). Most are looking for someone else to lead them to the promised land. They want someone or anyone else to do all of the work, all of the studying, so that they can party and play.
The Word clearly tells us, that we, the individual, are to learn of Him. We are told of the need for acquiring a working knowledge of God and His Word. Most people “think” they know what God’s Word says and have based their thoughts and ideas totally in and on that which other people have told them, that they “think” the Word of God says. How many times have you heard people say, “I think the Word says such and such?” Or others will say, “I believe the Word of God says this.” How many have you heard plainly and boldly proclaim,” I know the Word of God says this!” 

Matthew 11:29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls. (KJV)
We are to team up with Jesus Christ. We are supposed to work together in unison with Him. If one decides to get ahead of Him, it will cause the team to go in a circle. If they lag behind, it will cause the team to circle in the opposite direction. The only way that one can avoid going in circles in this life, is by learning of Him, and then learning to work together with Him. One has to know who Jesus Christ is. One must understand how and why He did everything that He did do. One must learn to speak only the things they hear Father speak and do only the things that they see Father do. (John 12:49-50).
One must learn to believe that all these things that are written are so. One must learn that these scriptures are given for our advantage. (God knows that His Word works. For by faith in His spoken Word, the worlds were framed. All His Words are His servants. Psalms 119:89-92) One must come to the place that hearing and obeying His Word becomes an actual way of life; not just something that one talks about. Most only think or hope that this kind of relationship with Father is possible. Yet, Jesus Christ clearly tells us that this is a way of life that one should expect if one is walking in His Spirit!
John 14:10-14, Believest thou not that I am in the Father, and the Father in me? the words that I speak unto you I speak not of myself: but the Father that dwelleth in me, he doeth the works. Believe me that I am in the Father, and the Father in me: or else believe me for the very works' sake. Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also; and greater works than these shall he do; because I go unto my Father. And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If ye shall ask any thing in my name, I will do it. (KJV)
As one wants to or desires to grow in the Word of God (1Peter 2:2), they now have to go and grow to the place in their walk, that they are no longer thinking what the Word says, but rather growing to the place where they “know” what God’s Word says, and what He is asking of them, and then allowing it to become an actual way of living, and life. One cannot just believe God’s Word, but they have to apply it to their life, knowing that His Word does indeed work. They have to start living by faith in His Word, not by the senses or emotions.
Romans chapter ten and verse ten tells us that with the heart man believes unto righteousness or right standing with God; and then with the mouth, speak words of life. (Becoming a doer or one who lives the Word, and not a hearer only). Many say that they believe in God, but what is it that they actually believe? (James 2:19, Acts 19:15). Is what comes out of your mouth, that which you truly believe in your heart? Or is that which comes out of your mouth, only that which you have memorized and stored in your head? The fact is, that few “know” what the Word of God says. A few more believe what God’s Word says, but do not allow it to become a way of life. The majority of Christians “think” they know what God’s Word says, but never act upon it. Which category is it that you come under?
Philippians 3:10-11 That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death; If by any means I might attain unto the resurrection of the dead. (KJV)
To “know” Him and the power of His resurrection. (1Corinthians 1:24). To imitate Him, in all of our ways and manner of life! 

1 John 5:20 And we know that the Son of God is come, and hath given us an understanding, that we may know him that is true, and we are in him that is true, even in his Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God, and eternal life. (KJV) 

Mark 4:11-13 And he said unto them, Unto you it is given to know the mystery of the kingdom of God: but unto them that are without, all these things are done in parables: That seeing they may see, and not perceive; and hearing they may hear, and not understand; lest at any time they should be converted, and their sins should be forgiven them. And he said unto them, Know ye not this parable? and how then will ye know all parables? (KJV)
It is given for you to know! Do you know for a fact, who the Son of God is? Or are you repeating that which you have heard; that which someone else “thinks”?
That you may know Him,
In the service of Jesus Christ.
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