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Silence?     v22n25
Romans 10:17 Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the Word of God. (KJV) 

And this proves that faith comes from a Message heard, and that the Message comes through its having been spoken by Christ. Romans 10:17 (Weymouth Translation) 

You see, faith must come from what is heard, and what is heard comes from the voice of Christ. Romans 10:17 (Moffatt Translation) 

Have you ever sat down to watch the evening news, and left it muted for the whole telecast? Would you have an understanding to what was going on in the world for this day? Would you have any idea what was being, said, if you could not read lips? Have you ever tried to listen to what is being said on the radio, while some people are trying to carry on a conversation around you? 

In both of these instances, we fail to understand what is being discussed. Why? In one instance, we can not hear what is being said, because we have not used the remote to turn the sound back on. In the other instance, we are allowing other voices to distract us from what we should be hearing. 

How do you think the Father reacts to the fact that we do not want to listen to His voice? When Father enters the room to speak to us, we continue to tune Him out (mute), or we allow other voices to distract us, rather than stopping all that we are doing, cutting out or eliminating all of the distractions, and listen attentively to what He is trying to tell or share with us. 

The only way that our faith can develop is by hearing God's instruction for us. If we are not listening to Him, how can we hear and know that which He knows that we have need of? We all want what God has for us. Yet, we do not want to do what is necessary, what is essential for us to achieve it. 

Too often, when we gather together, we already have our minds made up as to how we are going to hear God. We have already determined by what means we will let Him speak to us. This is why we will spend so much time singing, or dancing, or speaking in tongues, and all other such things that keep us from hearing God's Word. If we are constantly making noise, how can we ever expect to hear His Word? 

We want to see miracles, signs, and wonders. We want to dictate to God, how we will determine, that which we believe that He is speaking to us. Yet, we do not operate according to God's Word when it comes to these areas. 

Mark 16:20 And they went forth, and preached every where, the Lord working with them, and confirming the word with signs following. Amen. (KJV) 

Psalms 23:6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever. (KJV) 

For the most part, we have our priorities all wrong. We want God to give us all of His blessings, and then we will hear what He has to say to us. Yet, He tells us very clearly that He confirms His Word, with the signs following. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me. When? When I have taken the time to quit being selfish, shut my mouth, and hear and give heed to the instructions that He has for us. 

How could Jesus Christ only speak the things that He heard the Father speak? Or only do the things that He saw the Father do? He could not, unless He was quiet, so He could hear the Father's instructions! Unless He was attentive to what the Father was saying and doing. The only way we can do this, is by stopping what we are doing, and give our full attention to what He is telling us through His Word! Study to be quiet!! 

If we really believed that we are accountable for every idle word that we speak, I do not think that we would be quite so fast to open our mouth, to give advice, or so quick to think of ourselves as a teacher of the Word. This is why, when we gather together, we should be quick to hear what our Father has to say to us. We should want to hear, and study for His approval. This way, we will be sure of what we have heard, and not have to be wary of leading anyone astray, or, being led astray ourselves. (Search the scriptures). 

There are times that it is a good thing to know how to use the mute button. The only way we can know for sure, as to when we should or should not be using the mute, is by knowing His Word, and His voice. Only one way that I know how we can accomplish this, knowing His voice. Getting to know His Word on a daily basis. Seven days without a study of His Word makes one weak! (Read John 10:1-18). 

Why is it so important to know His Word? How can you share the Word of Faith if you are not familiar with His voice or His Word? You can mislead people by being quiet. You can also mislead people by speaking. The only way that we can know which one is the proper way, is by knowing His Word, and by knowing His voice. 

Read Ezekiel 3:17-20. In this passage, we can see the example of the times when we are to speak up, and warn the people of the dangerous position they are putting themselves in. We have to let them know that they are straying from the narrow and straight path that leads to His kingdom. When we deliver God's Word to them, it gives them light to find their way back to where they know they should be. 

Read Matthew 10:32-39. Since we know that Jesus Christ was tempted in every manner as we are, why would you think that it would be any easier for us? We have the same decisions and choices to make that He did. We have the same Holy Spirit to lead us and guide us. Read Luke 11:27-28. It all comes back to the fact, that when we are born again, we have a new family. We become a part of the family that wants to hear and obey God. They want to obey the will of the Father, just as our brother Jesus Christ did. He set the example for us to follow. 

We have to remember that the Father loves us with a love that the physical man cannot understand. It is a love that surpasses all earthly knowledge (Philippians 1:9, 4:7). Read Galatians 1:10-24. Remember, we do not learn of God's love through man. We learn it by revelation of the Holy Spirit, as He guides us through the Bible. As He leads us and guides us into all truth. 

There are other times that we would be better off leaving the mute button on. This happens, when we try to teach or instruct people when we have not heard all that which God has for us. When we have not remained quiet long enough for Him to instruct us in all that He has for us. Be still and know that He is God! 

We need to be quick to hear, and slow to speak. Why? Read Matthew 12:31-37. We will give account of every idle word that we speak. Our words will either justify or condemn us! Not in between! No compromise! Read Matthew 5:10-20. Read James 3 (all). There cannot be sweet water and bitter water coming out of the same fountain. Yet, we attempt to do this with our words. 

This is why we have to be watchful of all of the words that we speak (Proverbs 18:21). We need to be sure that they always are in accordance with the Father's Word. Read Matthew 18:1-6. If we lead any of His astray, we will answer to God! This is why we have to know what the Father would have us to speak. To know beyond any doubt that it lines up with His Word! Be quick to hear, slow to speak. 

Know when God wants you to speak, and when He wants you to be quiet. Is it time to give your mute button a click? 

 That you may know Him,
In the service of Jesus Christ.
Larry Gazelka
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