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What Is Bothering You?     v22n24
While most of us are familiar with California and earthquakes, not all of us are aware that there is a center, whose only job, is to monitor earthquakes and analyze stresses and faults. In the body of Christ, we have many people who are self-appointed, and who feel that it is their function, that it is their job, to look for and analyze other people's faults and shortcomings. There is not a one of us that is perfect, no not one. We all sin and fall short of the glory of God. This is why Jesus Christ took our place and died for our stresses and faults (1 John 1:9). 

Negativity is a word that can get us in a lot of trouble. We always hear about the patience of Job, and how he withstood, but we never hear of Job's negativity. Why? 

"And it was, when the days of their feasting were gone about, that Job sent and sanctified them, and rose up early in the morning, and offered burnt offerings according to the number of them all; for Job said, It may be that my sons have sinned and cursed God in their hearts. Thus did Job continually." Job 1:5 (KJV) 

What a picture of negativity!! He was not sure of what his children were doing, but he was expecting and believing the worst. The thing that Job feared the most did indeed come upon him. His greatest fear, parked on his doorstep. Look at Job 3:25-26. 

God has not given us the spirit of fear. He has given us the spirit of power (His word), His love (He so loved the world), and a sound mind (when we believe and act upon the first two). His word is His power. His love is the Son (Christ) that He sent. When we operate in and on the first two, power and love, the end result is a mind that rests in and on His Word. Perfect love casts out all fear. God's love is unconditional and produces the peace that passes all worldly understanding. 

For the most part, most of us love with a conditional love. (I'll love you if you will do this for me.) We set conditions. If the conditions are not met, we use threats. Is this real love? Love looks past the faults. It looks past the mistakes. It offers hope. It gives assurance. Just as Jesus Christ did in John 8:1-11. He looked past the accusations of the religious leaders. Jesus Christ offered hope and forgiveness; the religious leaders wanted to kill her. Which love was, and is unconditional? Which one do you want operating in your life? 

When or if this happened in your church, what do you think that the response would be? Would you be one of those to join the "feeding frenzy"? Would you want her removed from the "church"? What kind of negative remarks would you be guilty of? Would you intercede on her behalf? Did you notice how Jesus Christ totally drew their attention away from the woman? His mercy is never-ending. His love covers a multitude of sins. 

How often do you hear people try to tell you what the "law" says? They have a response for everyone else's problems, but their own. The religious leaders kept asking Jesus Christ what should be done, because the "law" said that she should be stoned. What would your response be? Would you be stooping to write in the dirt, or would you be reaching for a stone? 

Have you ever really listened to the answer that Jesus Christ gave them? His words, totally bound them from doing anything to the woman, unless He did something first. It brought conviction upon them, from the eldest down to the youngest. As they examined themselves, their conscience was touched, and they departed. Jesus Christ responded to the woman; "Woman, where are thine accusers?" "Hath no man condemned thee?" 

We are supposed to show people the way into the kingdom of God, not maim or kill them as they try to enter. Yet, at times, we are more of a hindrance to those who are trying to find God. We want to hand pick those who we think should be eligible for salvation. How often have you heard the comments, "Do you know what so and so has done?" Or "This person really bugs me!" Have we forgot how to operate in "now faith"? 

Paul explains it so well in Philippians3:13. He tells us to forget those things that are behind. Close the door on them. Do not let them in. You can not undo yesterday; tomorrow is not yet here, so operate in "now faith". What can I do about the situation right now! 

Church, it is time to press on, to move forward in victory. Let us put away the negatives and work on building up the positives, the body of Christ. Set your focus on the mark of the prize, the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. It is time for us to take action, as Jesus Christ did in John 8, step in and be positive in a situation. Apply the Word of God, and watch healing take place. 

We need to have a positive vision for a positive victory. Do not make promises but take action now! Become a doer of the Word, not just someone who talks about it. "Where there is no vision, the people perish." Proverbs 29:18 (KJV). We need to get a vision of what God is asking us to do. Setting our sights on that vision each and every day. Staying steadfast in the faith. A pilgrim sets his goal for each day. He knows that he is in a foreign land and has an approximation of how long it will take to journey through. (Three-score and ten years) Are you a pilgrim? Are you only passing through? Or are you trying to establish residency here? What is your vision, is it positive or is it negative? 

"Behold the days come, saith the Lord God, that I will send a famine in the land, not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but of hearing the words of the Lord; and they shall wander from sea to sea, and from the north even to the east; they shall run to and fro to seek the word of the Lord, and shall not find it." Amos 8:11-12 (KJV) 

WE, as a whole, have not had a craving or desire for the Word of God. We are so busy running here and there, to hear all of these great people of God, (or so we have heard), but how can we be sure of that which they teach, since we do not know what God's Word says. How do we know who is, and who is not preaching the pure Word of God? Do you know the Word well enough to discern between good and evil? (Hebrews 5:14)

The greater part of the people are wandering aimlessly. They go here for awhile, and then they go there. Looking for something to give them an emotional lift. Looking for someone to tickle their ears, say the things that will allow them to continue whatever they are doing. The church runs here and then there. There are new gimmicks arriving on the forefront each and every day. Whatever happened to our personal relationship with God? Not what others have said about God, but what I have learned of my Father firsthand. By the time I have spent with Him, in His Word. Do you know God firsthand, or are you operating on hearsay evidence? Nobody can force you to study God's Word. It has to be a personal choice. It is a matter of life and death, and you have to make a choice. No one else can make it for you. 

The writer of Hebrews had many things that he wanted to share with the "church", but could not present it, because they were dull of hearing. (Dull = lazy, stupid). They were too lazy to hear God's Word, therefore they were constantly fighting over simple things like baptisms, or laying on of hands, or even faith towards God. God keeps sending people with the Word, but they do not fit the mold that they have established, for what they think God's preachers should be. Therefore, they will not listen. They will run to and fro, to find those who will say what they want to hear. They heap to themselves, teachers who will give them the fables that will justify where they are. They bring in teachers who will preach what they want to hear. If they do not preach what they want to hear, they will put a squeeze on the preacher’s pocketbook, and eventually they will come back to what they consider reality. 

When they should be teachers, they are in need to be taught again. They have to go back to kindergarten. They were not being attentive to what was being taught. They were too busy playing their games. They were too busy playing "church". This is all caused by their not "hearing" the Word of God. Faith can only be developed by "hearing" the Word of God. It can not come by how much they put in the offering plate. It does not grow by the number of "Sunday" services that they attend. It will make no difference how well they know the pastor and his kin. It will only count if they know the King of Kings and the Lord of Lord's on an intimate basis. That they know who Jesus Christ is, and what He has accomplished for them. 

They have left the truth of God's Word and have gone about to establish their own set of rules and guidelines. They establish their churches and denominations with these guidelines and set about their own traditions and doctrines. They have forgot all about the Rock of their salvation. They do not want to hear of the simplicity of the gospel of Jesus Christ. They want their own set of rules and regulations, so they are able to hold the people in bondage and keep them under control. They sure do not want a bunch of people thinking for themselves. 

"Therefore my people are gone into captivity, because they have no knowledge; and their honorable men are famished, and their multitude dried up with thirst." Isaiah 5:13 (KJV) 

People are taken captive by the devil at his will. This happens because they are caught up in youthful lusts; they argue over questions that they have no knowledge of. This they do just for the sake of causing disruption. They have expanded their knowledge base on everything but the Word of God. 

Their hearing has become dull, and the knowledge they have acquired, is in areas totally contrary to God's Word. It is in total opposition to the Bible. Is it any wonder that our country is in the moral shape that it is in? 

Look at our youth of today. They only want the things that please themselves; that which makes them feel good. They can tell you which bands are hot; recite lyrics to their favorite song; tell you which movies have the most sex in them. They can tell you which clothes are in style, and the cost. But can they tell you what it costs to gain entrance into the Kingdom of God? Do they even believe that there is a God? 

"My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge; because thou hast rejected knowledge, I will also reject thee, that thou shalt be no priest to me; seeing thou hast forgotten the law of thy God, I will also forget thy children. As they were increased, so they sinned against me; therefore will I change their glory into shame." Hosea 4:6-7 (KJV) 

We wonder why our country is in the shape that it is in. We can not figure out what has gone wrong with our children. Yet, the Bible tells us, and shows us quite clearly, how, and why it has happened. We have turned our ears and our hearts away from God and His Word. Why would you expect any other outcome with today's generation of young people? Everything but the Word of God has importance in our life. This is the example that we have set for the most part. What else could be expected? 

The thief comes but to steal, kill, and destroy. Steal your salvation, kill your spiritual life, and destroy any knowledge that you may have had of God and His Word. Jesus Christ came that we might have life and have it more abundantly. If you continue in His word then are you, His disciple; you will know the truth, and knowledge of the truth will set you free from all of the traps and snares that are set before us in the world today. 

We have to train ourselves to operate in the positives. We have to become doers of the Word of God, not just hearers. The only person that is deceived, is you. You have to be a willing participant. 

There is a famine in our land. People are starving for the truth of the Word of God. They are wandering to and fro, looking for someone or something to stir and excite their emotions. They should be searching for people who have a working knowledge of God’s Word to feed their spiritual man. 

We have to train our spirit man first in the ways of the Lord Jesus Christ. When we do this, it will cause our physical man to be content with the daily bread that Father has provided. We will learn to be content with what we have. Then, we will instill these values in our children. 

Being a doer of the Word, and not a hearer only. If I listen to a person for five minutes, I can tell you where they are spiritually. Out of the abundance of the heart, the mouth speaks. What is coming out of your mouth? 

If people bug or annoy you, maybe it is time for you to give heed to the Father's voice again. Listen to yourself, as to what is coming out of your HEART. Your mouth operates on the knowledge that is dominant in your heart. Is what you see and hear, good or evil? Who can change it? 

We will give account of every idle word that we speak and have not asked God's forgiveness and forgetfulness on. Your words will either justify or condemn you. 

Maybe, just maybe, people bug you or upset you, because you are able to see yourself in them, and these are the things that are irritating to you? There is someone who can change the situation. Do you have time to hear? 

Therefore, if ANY man be in Christ, he is a new creation. My past is gone. I have today to live, to live to the fullest of the glory of God, through Jesus Christ my Lord and Savior! 

  
That you may know Him,
In the service of Jesus Christ.
Larry Gazelka 
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