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Romans 8:35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? (KJV)
 
Who? Who, shall separate us from the love of Christ? I find it very interesting that Paul addresses it as a person, and yet the descriptions that he then gives describes or covers a series of events or happenings. What many forget in their walk with the Lord, is that they are or should be walking in the Spirit, not in the flesh. We are given clear instructions, that we are not to become entangled with the affairs of this life. We are clearly told that we are not to wrestle against flesh and blood. This should remind us, that the devil can use anyone, anything, to steal, kill or destroy our faith and walk with God through Jesus Christ.
 Many forget that the devil does employ people to do his bidding for him. However, if one looks at the people, it gets very tempting to get caught up in the battle, and one then ends up wrestling against flesh and blood. One has to be operating in and by the Spirit of Christ (His Word, for the words that he speaks, are indeed Spirit, and they are life) to be able to discern between good and evil (Hebrews 5:14). The example that Jesus Christ set for us, (and the example that Paul followed 1Corinthians 11:1) was to address any and all assaults against us with the Word of God. (This is why one should walk in the Spirit, and this is done by having a working knowledge of who we are in Christ Jesus.) If one will maintain their walk in the Spirit, they will not get pulled into the fleshly traps or snares that the devil sets for them. (Taking the time each and every day, to hear His Word at the start of the day, applying this Word to their life seeking only Father’s approval.) 
Many people will try to pull us away from the love of Christ, and this they will do, or attempt to do for a multitude of reasons. Their tactics, their ploys, will at many times defy description or logic. They will use any and all means available to justify themselves, their cause, and their motives. (There can only be real justification by and through Christ.) It can and will entail any or all of the things that Paul listed in our opening verse. One is able to withstand these assaults only if they are rooted and grounded in the Word of truth. One must have and maintain a clear and concise understanding of their relationship with Father by and through Christ Jesus, or else they will revert to being children, immature and tossed to and fro by man’s traditions and doctrines. (They will be as a small boat tossed to and fro on a stormy sea.) One will fall victim to the trickeries of the devil (facilitated by the people, places, or things that the devil may use) because of the cunning and deceptive practices that will and are employed. Switching, altering, changing verses and passages to justify their motives.
Many of these doctrines started while we were yet children or babes in this world. For many, we were born into a religious sect or denomination. It was not a choice on our part, but rather one brought about and forced on us because of one’s family and earthly ties or associations. It was a superficial relationship with God. Totally external in most instances. One was taught to imitate or mimic those that man had placed in positions of leadership or authority, rather than learning to be followers of Christ. (One was told to do as they said, not exactly after the way they themselves lived.)
 How many parents truly understand or comprehend the responsibility that they have, for teaching and instructing their children in the ways of God, until they attain the age of reason? Instructing them in the ways of God so that they will make the proper choices and decisions regarding their salvation! Few parents really know or understand that they are spiritually responsible for their children until they obtain the age of reason; that is until they can make a cognizant choice for or against God. This, one can see, is very clear and concise from the account that we are given in the account of Genesis, and what happened to all those that were not aboard the ark.
 When I finally made the choice for myself, to seek a sincere and intimate relationship with God through Jesus Christ, (in true accordance with what the Bible says and not man) It is then that the persecution started. These people had to attack, or they would have to admit that that which they had been taught was a lie. The majority of the initial attacks came from my earthly or fleshly family. It was always addressed as; “How could you let go of all of the family values and traditions?” If one is not rooted and grounded in the Word of truth, they will be easily swayed and manipulated by the masses of the people. (After all, it only takes one or two people to turn a crowd into a mob.)
 Matthew 10:34-37 Think not that I am come to send peace on earth: I came not to send peace, but a sword. For I am come to set a man at variance against his father, and the daughter against her mother, and the daughter in law against her mother in law. And a man's foes shall be they of his own household. He that loveth father or mother more than me is not worthy of me: and he that loveth son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me. (KJV) 
Let’s look at a few of Adam Clarke’s’ comment on these verses: 


[I am come to set a man at variance] The spirit of Christ can have no union with the spirit of the world. Even a father, while unconverted, will oppose a godly child. Thus the spirit that is in those who sin against God is opposed to that spirit which is in the followers of the Most High. It is the spirits then that are in opposition, and not the persons. 


Father Quesnel's note on this place is worthy of deep attention. "The father (says he) is the enemy of his son, when, through a bad education, an irregular love, and a cruel indulgence, he leaves him to take a wrong bias, instructs him not in his duty, and fills his mind with ambitious views. The son is the father's enemy, when he is the occasion of his doing injustice, in order to heap up an estate for him, and to make his fortune. The mother is the daughter's enemy, when she instructs her to please the world, breeds her up in excess and vanity, and suffers anything scandalous or unseemly in her dress. The daughter is the mother's enemy, when she becomes her idol, when she engages her to comply with her own irregular inclinations, and to permit her to frequent balls and plays. The master is the enemy of his servant, and the servant that of his master, when the one takes no care of the other's salvation, and the latter is subservient to his master's passions.


[He that loveth father or mother more than me] He whom we love the most is he whom we study most to please, and whose will and interests we prefer in all cases. If, in order to please a father or mother who are opposed to vital godliness, we abandon God's ordinances and followers, we are unworthy of anything but hell. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)
 How sad it is indeed, when one places anything, anyone, over and above our relationship with Father by and through Christ Jesus. We are to seek first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness, first and above all else in our life. He is to be our all in all. This cannot, it will not happen until one has learned to seek God first thing on a daily basis, for that daily bread that will feed, nourish, and encourage our spirit man. Knowing, and recognizing who indeed is our source! (Philippians 4:19).
 The disciples (the original 12) told the Lord that they had given up all to follow Him. Paul tells us, that all that he had counted as gain, he set aside, and counted as dung, to follow Christ. 
 Philippians 3:7-9 But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ. Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may win Christ, And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith: (KJV)
  

Let’s again look at some of Adam Clarke’s comments on these verses: 

 [But what things were gain] The credit and respect which I had, as being zealously attached to the law, and to the traditions of the elders, I counted loss for Christ-- I saw that this could stand me in no stead; that all my acts of righteousness were nothing on which I could depend for salvation; and that Christ crucified could alone profit me; for I found that it is impossible that the blood of bulls and goats could take away sin. 

Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may win Christ, 

[I count all things but loss] Not only my Jewish privileges, but all others of every kind; with everything that men count valuable or gainful, or on which they usually depend for salvation. 

[The excellency of the knowledge of Christ] That superior light, information, and blessedness, which come through the Gospel of Jesus Christ; justification through his blood, sanctification by his Spirit, and eternal glory through his merits and intercession. These are the blessings held out to us by the Gospel, of which, and the law, Jesus Christ is the sum and substance. 

[I have suffered the loss of all things] for whom I have thrown away all things-- I have made a voluntary choice of Christ, his cross, his poverty, and his reproach; and for these I have freely sacrificed all I had from the world, and all I could expect from it. 

[And do count them but dung] The word skubala  (grk 4657) means the vilest dross or refuse of anything; the worst excrement. The word shows how utterly insignificant and unavailing, in point of salvation, the apostle esteemed everything but the Gospel of Jesus. With his best things he freely parted, judging them all loss while put in the place of Christ crucified; and Christ crucified he esteemed infinite gain, when compared with all the rest. Of the utter unavailableness of anything but Christ to save the soul the Apostle Paul stands as an incontrovertible proof. Could the law have done anything, the apostle must have known it. He tried, and found it vanity; he tried the Gospel system, and found it the power of God to his salvation. By losing all that the world calls excellent, he gained Christ, and endless salvation through him. Of the glorious influence of the Gospel he is an unimpeachable witness. See the concluding observations at <Acts 9>, on the character of Paul.

And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith:

[And be found in him] Be found a believer in Christ, not having mine own righteousness-- not trusting in anything I have done or could do, in order to my salvation; relying on no scheme of justification, set up either formerly by myself or by others, 

[But that which is through the faith of Christ] That justification which is received by faith through the atonement made by Christ. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)
 Have you put your relationship with Father through Jesus Christ above all else? What is it that has your house divided? After all, you are the temple or house of the living God!
 

That you may know Him, 

In the service of Jesus Christ 

 Larry Gazelka 
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