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            And the Lord declares unto them: "I never knew you! Depart from me, you that work iniquity!” (Matthew 7:23)
            What words those would be to hear. One might stammer or stutter a bit if they were to hear these words. One might be apt to respond, "but, but Lord!” Yet, if He speaks those words, at that place and time, what hope would there be for you?
            Jesus Christ will profess unto them, that He never knew them! Go away from me, you that have labored and toiled at avoiding the law of faith. (Romans 3:27, Hosea 11:6). You that have ignored His instructions and went about to establish their own righteousness.
            The thing one must seriously ask oneself, is what did they do to get themselves into this kind of a position? What kind of person would get this kind of response from the Lord? Let us go to the previous verse for a moment and hear what that has to say to us.
Matthew 7:22 Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? (KJV)
Note that it says that many will say to Him in that day, that day that all have to stand before the judgment seat of Christ. (Isaiah 2:11-12, Luke 10:12, Romans 14:10, 2 Corinthians 5:10) (For one must remember, that by one's own words, they will be justified or condemned). Many, of a great number, large in quantity, the majority.
Many will say to Him in that day, just as many tried to justify themselves to Him in Noah's day. One always has many an excuse to give to the Lord, for not being more attentive to His Word. (2 Timothy 2:15, 2 Timothy 3:16, Romans 10:17). Yet, what kind of excuse do you think will work when one stands before the Lord?
Matthew 7:22 says that many will say to Him in that day, that they prophesied in His name. But, but, Lord, did we not teach or instruct your Word? But, but, Lord, we went about publicly teaching and instructing people with what "we thought" your Word said. We acknowledged you to be the only Savior and we told this to all that we came into contact with! How, Lord, can you say you do not know us?
Many will say that they cast out devils, "in His name!" Yet again, the response will be that He did not know them. (Luke 10:19-20). Often times, we become more focused on the blessings and the power, rather than on the strait and narrow path that one is supposed to be following. (Matthew 7:13-14). One becomes a follower of men, rather than a follower of Christ. (1 Corinthians 4:16, 1 Corinthians 11:1, Ephesians 5:1, Philippians 3:17, 1 Thessalonians 1:6). Who, or what have you been following for an example? Are you sure of the path that they are on?
But, but, Lord, in thy name they have done many wonderful works. They had huge followings of people. They built big buildings. People looked up to them, as well as they were greatly admired by the people. And yet, the Lord's response will be the same, that He never knew them. They are again told that they have to depart His presence.
Adam Clarke notes for Matthew 7:22-23: 

Matthew 7:22 in that very day, namely the day of judgment-- have we not prophesied, taught, publicly preached, in thy name; acknowledging thee to be the only Saviour, and proclaiming thee as such to others; cast out demons, impure spirits, who had taken possession of the bodies of men; done many miracles, being assisted by supernatural agency to invert even the course of nature, and thus prove the truth of the doctrine we preached!
Matthew 7:23 [Will I profess] I will fully and plainly tell them, I never knew you-- I never approved of you; for so the word is used in many places, both in the Old and New Testaments. You held the truth in unrighteousness, while you preached my pure and holy doctrine; and for the sake of my own truth, and through my love to the souls of men I blessed your preaching; but yourselves I could never esteem, because you were destitute of the spirit of my Gospel, unholy in your hearts, and unrighteous in your conduct. Alas! alas! how many preachers are there who appear prophets in their pulpits; how many writers, and other evangelical workmen, the miracles of whose labour, learning, and doctrine, we admire, who are nothing, and worse than nothing, before God, because they perform not his will, but their own? What an awful consideration, that a man of eminent gifts, whose talents are a source of public utility, should be only as a way-mark or finger-post in the way to eternal bliss, pointing out the road to others, without walking in it himself! [Depart from me] What a terrible word! What a dreadful separation! Depart from ME! from the very Jesus whom you have proclaimed, in union with whom alone eternal life is to be found. For, united to Christ, all is heaven; separated from him, all is hell. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)
One must return to Matthew 7:21 to hear and understand how and why one is told to depart from the Lord's presence.
Matthew 7:21 Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. (KJV)
Not everyone that says or acknowledges Him to be Lord, will be allowed into His 

kingdom.
Matthew 7:21 The sense of this verse seems to be this; No person, by merely acknowledging my authority, believing in the Divinity of my nature, professing faith in the perfection of my righteousness, and infinite merit of my atonement, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven-- shall have any part with God in glory; but he who doeth the will of my Father-- he who gets the bad tree rooted up, the good tree planted, and continues to bring forth fruit to the glory and praise of God. There is a good saying among the rabbis on this subject. "A man should be as vigorous as a panther, as swift as an eagle, as fleet as a stag, and as strong as a lion to do the will of his Creator." (From Adam Clarke Commentary)  

Many claim to be His, whether it be by heritage, or relationship, or by who they know or associate with. Yet, as we can see and hear in these verses, will that be enough? (Matthew 12:50, Mark 3:35, Hebrews 13:21, 1 Peter 4:2, 1John 3:21-24). He will acknowledge those that do the will of His Father!
"He that does the will of His Father which is in heaven!" The will of God is, that God sent His Son, who then gave Himself for our sins, that He might deliver us from this present evil world. 
Anything that would cause one to sin, is not the will of God concerning you! Sin is sin! It causes fellowship to be broken with Father. One must follow the way, the example that Jesus Christ set for us to follow. (Psalms 4:4, Ezekiel 3:21, 1 Corinthians 15:34, Ephesians 4:23, 1John 2:1-2, 1John 5:17).
To deliver us from our sins, and this present evil world! We know that Paul tells us that the love of money is the root of all evil. (1Timothy 6:9-11). Money is the power of this world. This is what man thinks gives him authority and control. They ignore Christ, the power and wisdom of God, and turn to the weak and beggarly elements of this world. (One often forgets that God created these things for man to control, not for them to control him). Most have failed to hear and see, that in Christ are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. (Colossians 2:2-3). (Proverbs 2:3-8). Unless one knows and understands who Christ is, what hope can there be?
            Will you stand before Him and have to say: but, but, Lord? 

That you may know Him, 

In the service of Jesus Christ.
Larry Gazelka
Copyright © 2000 Built Anew Ministries

