       Ready, Set, Grow!     v22n17

Often times, as one will look around their neighborhood, they will see yards and/or gardens that are very neat, pretty, and well kept. The variety and brightness of the many different flowers will put a smile on the person’s face that pauses to take in the beauty of the moment.


Many would like to have similar flower gardens. Many will make the attempt to start one, but few have the motivation or initiative to bring it to completion.


In the last few weeks newsletters, if one will stop and ponder a moment, they can see and hear the development needed, to become a fruitful hearer and doer of God’s Word. We often see Christians that we will look up to or admire, but seldom do we take the time, nor put forth the effort, to comprehend how they got to where they are, in their walk with God.


Just as when one starts a garden, one must break up the hardened ground. Breaking up that stiff and stubborn ground, that spent years developing this condition. This has to be done, if it is going to be able to receive the seed and have any opportunity to grow. Otherwise, the seed will only be feed for the birds and animals.


Often times, after taking the time to break up the hardened ground, most will stop there, and fail to remove all of the stones. They put forth a partial effort to break up the ground, but for whatever reasons (stiff neck, aching back) the persecution or afflictions cause them to cease from their works. The soil is still not properly prepared, and the seeds will progress for a short time, but soon wilt, because of the stress and pressures.


A few others will take the time to break the hardened ground and spend the time to remove the stones and debris, and watch over it, but fail to pull the weeds. At first, they may look small and insignificant, but as they grow, they steal water and nutrition from the good plants. Eventually, they will crowd them out and block the sunlight, eventually killing the plants.


Few will take the time, and put forth the effort, and then apply proper management to ensure that it will be a healthy, vibrant, productive garden.

Mark 4:8 And other fell on good ground, and did yield fruit that sprang up and increased; and brought forth, some thirty, and some sixty, and some an hundred. (KJV)

Mark 4:20 And these are they which are sown on good ground; such as hear the word, and receive it, and bring forth fruit, some thirtyfold, some sixty, and some an hundred. (KJV)

One should always be ready to have an answer (word of grace) for every man that asks a reason of the hope that is in you. To be ready, one has to be established in the truth of God’s Word. One has to have their own working knowledge of who Jesus Christ is, and all that He accomplished in and on their behalf.

One is saved by grace through faith (having heard the message delivered by Jesus Christ, received it, and then become obedient to it). It is not of works, lest any person should boast, brag or number one as to what they have done, (after all, it is the body of Christ). As we begin and continue our journey with God, by and through His Word, one must learn of and from Him, as well as train oneself to maintain this relationship each and every day (now faith), not just when it is convenient or seems to be appropriate. Hearing the Word, and applying it to one’s life, so they are able to mature and develop, and not stray from the strait and narrow path, that so few are able to find and stay on.

Ephesians 3:17 That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded in love, (KJV)

Ephesians 2:7 That in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness toward us through Christ Jesus. (KJV)

You being rooted and grounded in love. For God so loved the world (salvation available to all, not a select few) that He sent His only begotten Son, to pay the redemption price for you. One must be rooted and grounded in a working knowledge of God’s predetermined plan (requirements) of salvation, that was set in place before the worlds were formed by His Word.

You must be firmly set upon the only true foundation, Jesus Christ, the stone that the builders rejected. If one does not know their rights and authority by and through Jesus Christ, how will they ever be able to stand?

Do not allow your heart to become hardened against God and His Word. Remove that debris that might cause one to trip and stumble. Remove anything that would hinder His Word and cause it to become unproductive in your life. 
Are you ready, (properly prepared), with His answer, when anyone would sincerely ask of the hope within you?

That you may know Him,

In the service of Jesus Christ
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