Easily Distracted?     v22n16
Mark 4:7 And some fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up, and choked it, and it yielded no fruit. (KJV)

Mark 4:18-19 And these are they which are sown among thorns; such as hear the word, And the cares of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts of other things entering in, choke the word, and it becometh unfruitful. (KJV)


How often in our everyday life here, are we easily distracted from the truth of God’s word? What exactly is it that captivates and controls our mind and thoughts each day? We are supposed to seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and then that which we have need of will be added unto us. Yet, how often do we truly turn to God, and see Him for our every need? Have we so soon forgotten that He knows that which we have need of before we ask of Him? 

Thorns! For anyone that has ever been outside and working at a task, if stuck or poked by a thorn, they are quickly distracted from the task or chore they had set out to accomplish. The focus is quickly changed from performing the task, to tending to the wound, and easing the pain.


For many, they hear the Word of God, but the cares or anxieties of this world, this life, become more of a priority than living for and pleasing God. Have we forgotten that His kingdom is not of this world? Yet, how often do Christians base their relationship with God by what they have accumulated?


How often is it, that we are more concerned with that people think or say about us, rather than doing all to please God? The scribes and Pharisees went to the busiest street corners, in their best clothes, so the people would notice them, and the supposed works they were doing for God. How often, how easy is it to get caught up in what the crowd is doing?


How often is it that what we say and what we do, we base on what we see and hear other people do, rather than from a working knowledge of God’s Word?


The deceitfulness of riches! A lie that is taught by many, even by many within the ranks of ministers. Paul showed us this quite clearly after only about 20 years in the ministry in addressing the people at Corinth; and a few years later, the people of Philippi. Yet seldom do we hear these verses taught or explained. 


Did all the gold and jewelry that the children of Israel flee from Egypt with, help them at all in the desert? Who was their source for food? Who was their source for water? Were they content with that which Father provided?

2 Corinthians 2:17 We are; for, unlike most teachers, we are not fraudulent hucksters of God’s Message; but with transparent motives as commissioned by God, in God’s presence and in communion with Christ, so we speak. (Weymouth translation)

Paul tells us clearly and concisely, that he was not as the many or most, who sold the Word of God. How often I hear preachers say, “They have received this revelation from God, that every Christian needs to know! And, for a gift of $29.99, they will send them their FREE copy. And for $50.00 more, will send an autographed copy.” Paul said that freely he had received this gift, and that he was to freely give. Yet, the more these hucksters of the Word charge, it seems the more people “flock” to them.


How easily are you distracted from the truth of God’s Word, and all of the treasures of wisdom and knowledge hidden there by the deceitfulness of the riches of this world?


“And the lusts of other things.” How often in life, are we so busy watching that which the rest of the world does, rather than what the Word of God says? Especially in our modern societies where the pressure comes from all sides, for us to keep pace with the world. Buying what we see others wear. Having the newest appliances, or vehicles. The more it costs, the higher our status in the community. Working longer and more hours, so they can buy more on credit. All the while their time with God and family gets less and less.

Philippians 2:19-20 But I trust in the Lord Jesus to send Timotheus shortly unto you, that I also may be of good comfort, when I know your state. For I have no man likeminded, who will naturally care for your state. (KJV)


Many make light of these verses, by saying that certainly there were others. Yet, if that were so, Paul would have said so. Paul clearly illustrates to us that the others had their own agendas and motives to fulfill, just as he told the people at Corinth that most peddled or made profit from God’s Word.


We quickly forget that Jesus Christ chased the money changers from the temple. He overturned their tables. Where was this any different then those of today that sell their tapes, and books, and prayer clothes, or whatever other gimmick they can come up with?


The rich young ruler was asked to sell all that he had and give to the poor and come follow Jesus Christ. Yet, what distracted him?


How often does God get as much time, and His Word as much attention, as that which we give to the possessions we have acquired? (Seeking first the kingdom of God?)


All of these things, choke the Word. They cut off the very essence of life for the spirit man. They cause one to walk by sight (material things) rather than by faith in God. (Where your treasure is, there will your heart be also). These world possessions get a strangle-hold on the people and cut them off from the very essence of life.

That you may know Him,

In the service of Jesus Christ
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