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Proper Preparation!
v22n14

What is, or what would you consider proper preparation? John the Baptist told the people “Prepare ye the way of the Lord.” Paul told us, that we are to have our feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace. So then, what is our responsibility as an individual, to be properly prepared in the good news of Jesus Christ? 

Proverbs 8:32-35 Now therefore hearken unto me, O ye children: for blessed are they that keep my ways. Hear instruction, and be wise, and refuse it not. Blessed is the man that heareth me, watching daily at my gates, waiting at the posts of my doors. For whoso findeth me findeth life, and shall obtain favour of the LORD. (KJV)

Isaiah 53:3 He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid as it were our faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him not. (KJV)

Jesus Christ when speaking to the people, compared man’s ability to hear in and with the heart, to the soil of the earth. What preparations are made or not made, will determine how receptive one is to receiving and abiding in the truth of God’s Word. Just as the proper preparations are necessary for the earth to receive a seed, and for it to grow and mature properly.


Many will say that they want to receive God’s Word, but is that of itself enough? Many people will go to a florist to buy some plants and/or flowers. They will be enthused, excited, and pleased with that they purchased; however, in many instances after a few days or weeks the plants or flowers will be dead. How and why does this happen?


Many people hear the Word of God. They get excited and enthused about the Word of God. Yet, what preparation do they give to what they hear? What do they do with it once they hear it? It is one thing to hear God and His Word, but quite another thing to receive it, and apply it to one’s life! Becoming a doer, or one who lives the Word, and not a hearer only!


Mark 4:4 And it came to pass, as he sowed, some fell by the way side, and the fowls of the air came and devoured it up. (KJV)

Mark 4:15 And these are they by the way side, where the word is sown; but when they have heard, Satan cometh immediately, and taketh away the word that was sown in their hearts. (KJV)

How often does a person hear a verse or two from the Word of God, get excited about that which God begins to show them, to reveal to them? Yet, we see in the above verses, that the devil comes immediately to challenge that which has been spoken to them, to pick away that which is laying at the surface of the heart. Notice, that the devil comes immediately to uproot that which had been sown in the heart, but not become rooted and grounded. 

What does one do with that plant or flower when they get it home from the florist? Do they take the time, and put forth the effort to be sure that it will grow and flourish? Or do they only hope that it will survive?

What do you do with the Word of God when you hear it and receive it? Do you put forth a sincere effort to hear all that God is trying to speak to you, as well as show to you? (That the eyes of your understanding might be enlightened). Or do you think or presume that it is the preacher’s job to do all of the studying and preparation for you?

Once you get that plant or flower home, do you expect the florist to come to your home everyday or two, to feed, nourish and water the plant or flower for you? Do you expect them to come once a week and do the weeding for you?

People have a tendency to follow the wide and broad path. The one that is well traveled and trodden down. The type of ground is next to impossible to get anything to grow there. The ground is hard. Most moisture runs off of it to the sides. What will it take to get this kind of ground or soil to be productive?

Are you following the crowd, and developing a hardened, dry, and beat down heart? Have you taken the time with God and His Word to break apart that hardened ground? Have you put forth the effort to allow His Word to grow, to become real to you; to allow it to become a very way of life? (His Words are indeed Spirit, and they are life. John 6:63). Have you allowed the Word to become rooted and grounded in your heart? Or have you left it at or on the surface, available for anyone to steal it? Or to be stepped on and beat down so that it is of no use or value. 

Genesis 15:11 And when the fowls came down upon the carcases, Abram drove them away. (KJV)

(Resist the devil – and above all, taking, the shield of faith – living waters to extinguish the fiery darts – and allow and provide for spiritual growth.) 

One is supposed to be rooted and grounded in the truth of God’s Word, which He has sent to all at the world. However, how can one resist the devil, when he attacks (and he will attack), unless one has taken the time to hear Father’s counsel, and become an active partaker of God’s nutrition? (Man does not live by bread alone, but by every Word which proceeds forth from the mouth of God!) The living waters will extinguish every fiery dart or lie of the wicked. It will bring nourishment to the spirit man. This is what will enable you, that when you have done all within the Word to stand, at the end you will still be standing, for you have rightly divided the Word of truth and have no reason to be ashamed before Father.

The same nurturing and attention one must give that new plant or flower, thereby allowing it to grow and develop, to fulfill its full purpose and intention. The health and beauty of that plant or flower will only remain that way, if it is tended to, nurtured, and maintained with a proper, loving, and daily routine. If one skips a day or two, it does not take long before the plant becomes stressed and begins to wilt.

How much more so does this apply to our spirit man? It needs to be tended to on a daily basis. The living waters properly applied. The proper nutrition provided for the spirit man to survive this day. Doing this because we love God and want to do all that we can to please Him! (Man’s traditions and doctrines must be avoided, for they can damage or kill the spirit man. ref: 1Corinthians 3:1-5, Hebrews 6:1-6). Rejection of God’s Word will harden the heart. How long does it take before one is no longer receptive to God’s Word? How long before one will believe what man says, before that which God says?

Have you allowed man and the devil to pick away and steal the Word of God which has been sown in your heart? What have you done, to keep your heart ready to receive His Word each day? One must hold God’s Word to be true, and every man a liar, so that when all is said and done, you will be justified and found to be, one of His! Are you prepared in His gospel?

That you may know Him,

In the service of Jesus Christ

Larry Gazelka
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