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Education –vs- Entertainment?

v22n11


Over the years as we have traveled in the ministry, one thing that has been very apparent to me, when people gather together as the body of Christ, is that the majority of the people when gathering together, are looking to be entertained, rather than to listen and to learn how to be Christ like.


One response that many of the people give, is that they want to worship and praise the Lord. The only way that most think that this can be done is by singing songs, jumping up and down, and looking for their physical senses to be appeased. The question though, is how scriptural is this? How much actual merit is there in this type of behavior? How many times can you show me within the gospels, that Jesus Christ led the people in song services on the hillsides?


“They that worship the Father, shall worship Him in Spirit and in truth; for Father seeketh such to worship Him. God is a Spirit, and they that worship Him must worship in spirit and in truth.” (John 4:23-24).

What is it to worship Father in spirit and in truth? Many will say that they know the answer. Others will think they know the answer. The best example that we are able to see of true and ultimate worship of God, would be by looking at the life and example that Jesus Christ set and left for us to follow. It was not a ministry filled with song and dance. Nor was it full of plays or skits, or other forms used to entertain the people. Rather, His life was that of proclaiming the grace, mercy, and love of God, that was now to be made available to them, to teach the people how to have a deep, and personal, intimate relationship with God. Just as when in Matthew chapter six, when He gave them the outline for prayer, He told them they need to start off praying, “Our Father.” Being in full and complete agreement with God’s predetermined plan of redemption. Could this be why Jesus Christ said that we are to learn of Him?


One needs to take a close look at what God’s Word has to say, and the instructions that it gives to us, on having and maintaining this personal relationship with God. Most are quicker to follow the traditions and doctrines of man; or try to imitate the carnality of the Old Testament. Most are quick to forget, that faith is by hearing; hearing and obeying the message delivered by Christ.


Jesus Christ proclaimed the will of God for mankind. He taught and instructed the people at every opportunity that was made available to Him. His life was a constant example of how to live a Godly life. We are able to find place after place within the gospels where it plainly says, that “Jesus said.” No place does it say that Jesus sang to the people. No where in the Bible does it show us where God sang His instructions to the people. Yet, in most services that I visit, much more time is given to song and entertainment, than to teaching and expounding the Word of God.

John 12:43 For they loved the praise of men more than the praise of God. (KJV)

Definition for praise: from the base word #1380; dokeo- 1) to be of opinion, to think, to suppose  2) to seem, to be accounted, to be reputed  3) it seems to me  a) I think, judge: thus in question  b) it seems good to, it pleased me, I determined.


In most instances, people are more concerned with what man thinks of them, rather than what God thinks of them. It is in spirit and in truth, that we are to worship God. Holding God’s Word to be true, and every man a liar, that our sayings, our speech will put us in agreement with God.

Definition for worship: 4352 proskuneo (pros-koo-neh'-o); from 4314 and a probable derivative of 2965 (meaning to kiss, like a dog licking his master's hand); to fawn or crouch to, i.e. (literally or figuratively) prostrate oneself in homage (do reverence to, adore):  KJV-- worship.


The fact is, that most people want to be entertained, not educated in the way and the things of God (John 14:6). Most have based their relationship with God in and on emotions and experiences, rather than established in and on the Word of God. Unless one knows the Word, how can they truly know who God is? Without a knowledge of Him, how can they truly know what He is about? So then, how can they possibly have a deep and intimate relationship with Him?


[God is a Spirit] this is one of the first, the greatest, the most sublime, and necessary truths in the compass of nature! There is a God, the cause of all things-- the fountain of all perfection-- without parts or dimensions, for he is ETERNAL-- filling the heavens and the earth-- pervading, governing, and upholding all things: for he is an infinite SPIRIT! This God can be pleased only with that which resembles himself: therefore he must hate sin and sinfulness; and can delight in those only who are made partakers of his own divine nature. As all creatures were made by him, so all owe him obedience and reverence; but, to be acceptable to this infinite Spirit, the worship must be of a spiritual nature-- must spring from the heart, through the influence of the Holy Spirit: and it must be in TRUTH, not only in sincerity, but performed according to that divine revelation which he has given men of himself. A man worships God in spirit, when, under the influence of the Holy Spirit, he brings all his affections, appetites, and desires to the throne of God; and he worships him in truth, when every purpose and passion of his heart, and when every act of his religious worship, is guided and regulated by the word of God. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)


[The true worshippers] All who truly and sincerely worship God. They who do it with the heart, and not merely in form. . 

[In spirit] The word "spirit," here, stands opposed to rites and ceremonies, and to the pomp of external worship. It refers to the "mind," the "soul," the "heart." They shall worship God with a sincere "mind;" with the simple offering of gratitude and prayer; with a desire to glorify him, and without external pomp and splendor. Spiritual worship is that where the heart is offered to God, and where we do not depend on external forms for acceptance. . 


[In truth] Not through the medium of shadows and types, not by means of sacrifices and bloody offerings, but in the manner represented or typified by all these, <Heb. 9:9,24>. In the true way of direct access to God through Jesus Christ. .


[For the Father seeketh ...] Jesus gives two reasons why this kind of worship should take place. One is that God sought it, or desired it. He had appointed the old mode, but he did it because he sought to lead the mind to himself even by those forms, and to prepare the people for the purer system of the gospel, and now he sought or desired that those who worshipped him should worship him in that manner. He intimated his will by Jesus Christ. (From Barnes' Notes)

That the worship due from the creature to God is spiritual worship, and ought to be spiritually performed; that is, we must worship him from spiritual principles, sincere love, and filial reverence; for spiritual ends, that we may please him, and promote his glory; and after a spiritual manner, with the whole heart, soul, and mind, and with a fervency of spirit. We must have awful apprehensions of him, suitable to the nature of his being; but above all we must endeavour to resemble him: then is God best worshipped by us, when we are most like to him. (Burkitt’s notes)

God is a Spirit-Not only remote from the body, and all the properties of it, but likewise full of all spiritual perfections, power, wisdom, love, holiness. And our worship should be suitable to his nature. We should worship him with the truly spiritual worship of faith, love, and holiness, animating all our tempers, thoughts, words, and actions. (Wesley’s notes)

Have you come to be educated in God’s ways, or have you come to the Lord to be entertained? The best way for one to truly show God his love for Him, would be by living the example Jesus Christ set forth while here on this earth. He did only the things He saw Father do, and spoke only the things that He heard Father speak. Is this the way that you will live this day for God? Today, are you looking to be educated in God’s ways, or are you only looking to be entertained? 

Psalms 95:6-7 O come, let us worship and bow down: let us kneel before the LORD our maker. For he is our God; and we are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand. To day if ye will hear his voice, (KJV)

Are you ready to have the answer, for anyone that may ask of you, the reason of the hope within you?

That you may know Him,

In the service of Jesus Christ

Larry Gazelka
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