Secret Agent?     v21n9
As one looks at the title of this week's newsletter, there are several different ways we can view this or look at it. So let's take our time and hear what Father wants to say to us this week. 

When Father gave me the title for this weeks newsletter, one of the first things that came to my mind was a wolf in sheep's clothing. Next, I thought of how countries recruit spies to infiltrate and gather information on other countries that they deem as a threat to them. And yet another way we can look at it, is with people who will put on disguises so that others will not recognize them, when they are doing something that they do not want others to know about, for whatever reasons. 

With a spy, they will go into another country and disguise themselves as being one of that heritage. They will do whatever is necessary to gain the confidence of those that are in the positions of authority and leadership. Their sole purpose is to steal by any means, information that they think will be vital for the country that they are working for. And as we know from reading the newspapers, that many times greed is the motivating factor. 

Once they have infiltrated this nation or country successfully, and gain the confidence of those around them, then they begin to steal the secrets or information that who ever has hired them has deemed as valuable. Why would a country have to do this if God was truly their source? God has not given us the spirit of fear. Yet most often our fears, rather than faith and trust in the Living God govern our everyday life. We have a tendency to believe quicker, that which the world tells us, than that to which the Word of God boldly declares to us. Who is it that you believe today? 

How does one detect a spy? What book or booklets can one read to find these things out? 

Bank tellers constantly have to be on the watch for counterfeit money. Have you ever wondered how they are trained to detect or spot it? How do they learn to spot the phonies and the fakes? 

Most people would assume that they would study the phonies and the fakes. Isn't this what they do within the Church? They try to sell us all of these books and tapes to be able to spot the phonies? 

Yet, the truth be known, the bank tellers are trained by going over and over again the real thing. So that they are able to see or feel the difference. And with some of the new bills out now, they can use a certain kind of light to tell whether it is the real thing or not. Doesn't this sound much like Father's Word? As we study the Word for His approval, we will then be able to rightly divide the Word of truth, and by continuing in the Word, it is the truth that shall set us free? 

In this present evil world, we know that the majority is seeking their own agenda, as well as their own advancement. So how would it be possible for one spy to spot another spy? How can one liar catch another liar? 

In life, we all try to imitate things or people. Most of the time, most are never sure if they are imitating the truth or a lie. Just as most in the church do not know for sure if they are surrounded by sheep or wolves. Deception is the norm in our present world, not the rarity as many think and presume. Unless we know God and His Word, how can we possibly know the truth? How can we ever be set free? 

Many Christians fit the category of secret agents. Why is this? For the fact that it is only at the church building or Bible studies that they hold fast their profession of faith. The rest of the week they are in disguise so that no one is able to tell them apart from the rest of the world. Is this the way Father asks us to be? 

When we are away from the brethren; how many times, like say at work, do we try to justify things that we know do not line up with the Word? Are we always honest with the time clock? Are our breaks longer than they should be? Are you laughing at jokes that you would not tell to Father? Have you been doing the best that you can at your job each day, as unto the Lord? Would you steal from God? 

What about when we are playing a game. Is it the philosophy of win at all cost? Do you follow and obey all of the rules? Is your sole purpose in playing to win, or to have honest and sincere fellowship? 

What kind of disguises are you hiding behind? Are you the life of the party at work, but have no time for your family at home? Dads, do your children get the same quality time as your buddies? Moms, do your children know the same person that is at the socials? Do your children know a different person than the one we present in public? 

Disguises! Many hide behind many different disguises, and yet are not even aware of it. Why is this? It is only as we start and continue in God's Word, apply it to our life, and continue to walk in it, that we can be set free from the lies. It is only the pure Word of God that can remove the disguises and trappings of the flesh. 

We hide behind disguises when we are not content with the way Father made us. We do not like what we see in the mirror. We will listen to and even buy the advertisements on TV to change and hide our appearance. We will hide behind fancy clothes and walls. We will listen to man and his imaginations of what they say and think we should be, but will totally ignore Father and His Word. We will ignore that which He has said will restore our right standing with Him. 

We want our spouses to be like those we see depicted on TV or at the movies, because we are trying to please and impress other people, as well as our own flesh. So we listen and give ear to the lies. We buy and purchase the disguises they offer us, yet are never satisfied with the end results. We will try to fool people as to who and what we are. And in many cases we will succeed since the other person is being just as deceptive as we are. Soon, we will believe the very lies that we are speaking, and no longer be able to recognize the truth. The disguises become so real to us as well as a way of life, that after awhile we no longer know what is reality! 

Within God's flock, there are wolves in sheep's clothing. They are there for one purpose, and one purpose only. To get you to turn from the truth and be turned unto fables. They want you to listen to and follow man and his vain imaginations, rather than the simple truth of God's Word. Do you know how to spot a wolf in sheep's clothing? 

God does not use secret agents. He tells us very plainly within His Word that we are to let our light shine before men. We are not to be ashamed of the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

Mark 8:38 Whosoever therefore shall be ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation; of him also shall the Son of man be ashamed, when he cometh in the glory of his Father with the holy angels. (KJV) 

Romans 1:16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek. (KJV) 

Romans 9:33 As it is written, Behold, I lay in Sion a stumblingstone and rock of offence: and whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed. (KJV)
Philippians 1:20-21 According to my earnest expectation and my hope, that in nothing I shall be ashamed, but that with all boldness, as always, so now also Christ shall be magnified in my body, whether it be by life, or by death. For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. (KJV) 

Do you have on a disguise? Will Father recognize you as one of His sheep? What is it that you are hiding behind?
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