Feast or Famine?     v21n44
Part 1


As we near a certain time of year here in this country, many people are thinking of all the things that they can eat and indulge themselves in on this one given day. They will overeat, become quite uncomfortable, yet eat and indulge beyond their normal limits.

Proverbs 15:14-16 The heart of him that hath understanding seeketh knowledge: but the mouth of fools feedeth on foolishness. All the days of the afflicted are evil: but he that is of a merry heart hath a continual feast. Better is little with the fear of the LORD than great treasure and trouble therewith. (KJV)


Man should not live by bread alone, but rather by each and every word that proceeds forth out from the mouth of God almighty. What is it that you are eating? What kind of meal have you been partaking of spiritually, this day?


Each and every day, one should be partaking of a spiritual banquet from God’s Word. One should be feeding and nourishing their spirit man, more than they are pampering, and tending to the wants of their physical body.

Romans 10:17 And this proves that faith (comes) from a Message heard, and that the Message (comes) through its having been spoken by Christ. (Weymouth translation)


Faith, one’s ability to believe and trust God, is by one hearing and being attentive to; and then applying them to one’s life, the message once delivered by and through Christ Jesus. The words that He speaks to you, they are indeed spirit, and they are life, if one hears and obeys them. However, this cannot be a once or twice a week thing. This needs to be an every day occurrence. As Paul tells us, renewing our mind daily. Daily, sitting down and supping with the Lord. Now faith is! Today, at this very moment; not yesterday, not tomorrow. This spiritual food which one needs to make it through this day.

Amos 8:11-13 Behold, the days come, saith the Lord GOD, that I will send a famine in the land, not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but of hearing the words of the LORD: And they shall wander from sea to sea, and from the north even to the east, they shall run to and fro to seek the word of the LORD, and shall not find it. In that day shall the fair virgins and young men faint for thirst. (KJV)


In this present world that we live in; for those who live in a developed country, one seldom gives thought of having to go hungry, much less of having to do without (Revelation 3:17-18). Let alone try to understand what a famine is. (Their idea of a famine is to have to do without their wants and cravings.) Yet, here in these verses in Amos, the Lord is talking about spiritual food and drink, the bread of life and the living waters. If one has only been in and on the milk of God’s Word, they will not have a complete picture of what a feast or banquet is in the realm of the Spirit. They have not learned, nor been taught to seek the deep things of God (1Corinthians 2:9-11).


Amos talks about people wandering from sea to sea. They stagger or totter from one group of people to another. They try to base their Christianity on what the masses of people are doing. If Noah would have followed the masses, would the ark ever have been completed? Most people rely on what someone else has said to them, that which they think the Word of God might say. Yet, salvation is supposed to be a personal, intimate relationship with Father through Jesus Christ. He (Jesus Christ) is the only mediator between God and man.


They started at the North and ended up going to the East. They had no set direction, no set plan. They start out following one thing but change directions when something sounds or looks a little better. Have they forgotten that it is a strait and narrow path that leads to Father’s house? Not only is it strait and narrow, but there are few that seek to find it. Paul tells us to stay focused in and on the mark for the prize. Jesus Christ made strait the path that we should follow. He has shown us the way that we should follow and removed any and all obstacles through His victory. However, one has to hear and obey the message delivered by and through Christ Jesus for this victory to come about in one’s own life.


It is a matter of always learning to go directly to the Source, for all matters pertaining to our spiritual and physical wellbeing (Revelation 22:1). Most often, people look to other men for answers. They spend all of their time running to this place or that place; running to hear this preacher or that preacher. They are blown from one wind of doctrine to another. Yet, they have not learned to be still and know that He is God. They have not learned to hear His voice for themselves, but rather depend on someone, anyone else to do the listening for them. Have we forgot that His sheep hear His voice?


Each and every day, we need to allow Him to be Lord of our life. Each and every day, the highlight of that day should be in opening the door to our heart; and allowing Jesus Christ to come in and rule and reign there; to sit and sup with Him, of that which He knows will nourish and sustain us this day (Revelation 3:20-22).


He that has an ear, will hear the guidance and direction the Spirit is giving to us. However, one has to not only hear it, but then obey it also, to live the life of faith. One has to live the Word, be an active participant, and not be a hearer only. If one only looks at the food, and never eats it, they will lose all strength.


Death or life is in the power of the tongue. Sweet water or bitter water is what will come out of the fountain. Feast or famine will be the condition of our spiritual man. Only you can study God’s Word for His approval, so that you will never be ashamed when you stand before Him. The choice is yours, and yours alone, no one can force you!

John 6:55-58 For my flesh is meat indeed, and my blood is drink indeed. He that eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, dwelleth in me, and I in him. As the living Father hath sent me, and I live by the Father: so he that eateth me, even he shall live by me. This is that bread which came down from heaven: not as your fathers did eat manna, and are dead: he that eateth of this bread shall live for ever. (KJV)


Is there feast or famine in your life, this day?

That you may know Him,

In the service of Jesus Christ.

Larry Gazelka

Copyright (C) 1999 Built Anew Ministries

