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Once upon a time, there were people just pretending to be Christians. They always had an excuse for not doing what God asked of them or doing any more than what was asked of them through His Word. This type of lifestyle continued, because they were always waiting for God to pour out more of the Holy Spirit, since this is what others had told them to look and to wait for (In their minds, God did not do a complete enough job on the day of Pentecost). Still others, are waiting for God to pour out more of an anointing, (as they have failed to read in their Bible that they are complete in Him). And still others are waiting for signs and wonders, rather than living the Word each day, and allowing God to confirm His Word. They are waiting, and waiting, and waiting for God to always do more, not content with the plan of salvation He put in place.

Hebrews 12:11 Discipline always seems for the time a thing of pain, not of joy; but those who are trained by it reap the fruit of it afterwards in the peace of an upright life. (Moffatt translation)


As long as we are here on this earth, we will have areas in and of our life that need to be dealt with, to bring ourselves into compliance or agreement with God’s Word. When the correction comes, (and it will if we are listening), it often times seems or appears to be painful; almost as if someone had stepped on our toes. It may even cause a person to yell, “ouch.” The Word of God does bring correction in and to our life. The Word of God will, (if applied properly), cause a person to maintain their walk on that strait and narrow path that leads to Father’s house.


If one is living for God in accordance with His Word, (not man’s traditions and doctrines), it will on more than one occasion step on one’s toes. The Word of God should be convicting our heart to areas of our life that need to be corrected. However, once we hear the correction, one needs to give heed to it, and allow His Word to become a way of life for them.


All too often in one’s life, they will not live or speak the truth of God’s Word, because they do not want to hurt or offend other people. Many assume, that by avoiding the truth of God’s Word, that they are doing the right thing (Matthew 10:33-34).

There are few teachers or preachers of the Word of God, that will always speak the truth in accordance with His Word. Do you know why this is? This comes about because many do not want to offend people. They like to be well thought of, as well as liked by the people. (Besides, too stern of words, or too many words of correction, could affect the people’s giving, and thus affect their lifestyle). Whereas the only concern that there should ever be, is with maintaining one’s right standing with God.

Matthew 16:24-26 Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me. For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose his life for my sake shall find it. For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul? (KJV)


The longer one has lived in rebellion and disobedience to God and His Word, the deeper the roots have grown. Thus, it is more difficult and more painful to resist as well as remove the areas of rebellion in one’s life. Correction is painful for the flesh! Yet, essential for our spirit man to grow; to grow up into Him in all things. Growing up into the image of Him who created you! Branches or areas of one’s life that are not productive (productive according to the Word) need to be cut-off and cast away. Rid yourself of the unclean thing.


While listening to a supposed Christian radio station the other day, two things happened that really bothered me. First-off, they advertised the new Mormon temple in our area, and gave the times for people that they could go visit.


Then, later in the day, a preacher on that station, told a woman caller, that if a Christian commits suicide, they can be assured of going to heaven (A lie from the very pits of hell!). Yet, supposed Christians will support this radio station and use the excuse; “look what good they are doing.” Since when are we supposed to support and condone lies to further the truth? It is no wonder to me, as to why there were but eight people aboard Noah’s ark!


Many support a radio station such as this because it preaches the kind of gospel that they want to hear. It preaches the kind of gospel that they want to live by. (How can two walk together unless they be agreed?) Paul tells us quite clearly, that murders shall not inherit the kingdom of God. To kill oneself is murder! What part of this do you not understand?


For most, the have replaced compliance with God’s Word, to compromise of God’s Word. My Bible tells me quite clearly to come out from among them that preach another gospel. My Bible clearly states that we are to rid ourselves of the unclean thing before it affects us. We must hold God’s Word to be true, over and above any man or woman.

2 John 1:7-11 For many deceivers are entered into the world, who confess not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh. This is a deceiver and an antichrist. Look to yourselves, that we lose not those things which we have wrought, but that we receive a full reward. Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God. He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son. If there come any unto you, and bring not this doctrine, receive him not into your house, neither bid him God speed: For he that biddeth him God speed is partaker of his evil deeds. (KJV)


Many deceivers are entered into this world. They do not bring with them the doctrine of Christ. So, unless one knows Christ, and has learned and grown in His doctrine, how will they be able to tell the wolves that are in sheep’s clothing?


Many hear the Word of the Lord, but they do not do the things that He is asking of them. They allow false doctrines and teachers into their house, (both physical and spiritual houses). Whether it is by person, or tapes, or books, radio, or TV programs, they allow them in. (The one book they should spend time in, they ignore the most). They not only welcome them in, but they then ask God to bless them, and assist them in continuing to spread their gospel. (Note verse eleven above.)

2 John 1:11 [Is partaker of his evil deeds.] He that acts toward him as if he considered him a Christian brother, and sound in the faith, puts it in his power to deceive others, by thus apparently accrediting his ministry. No sound Christian should countenance any man as a Gospel minister, who holds and preaches erroneous doctrines; especially concerning the Lord Jesus. Nor can any Christian attend the ministry of such teachers without being criminal in the sight of God. He who attends their ministry is, in effect, bidding them God speed; no matter whether such belong to an established church, or to any congregation of dissenters from it. But what John says here does not mean that we should deny such the common offices of humanity, charity, and mercy. No. In these offices we are equally bound to all men; far less does it intimate that we should persecute such on account of their heretical or heterodox sentiments. No. This right has God given to no man, to no church, to no state. They who persecute others, even for the worst heretical opinions, may expect the heaviest judgments of Almighty God. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)


When for the time many should be teachers of the Word, they need to return to the first principles of God’s Word. Since they allowed every wind of doctrine to blow in and through their spiritual and physical houses, they are no longer built upon the Rock, but rather on shifting sand. Are you sure of the foundation that you have based your eternity on?

Hebrews 5:12 [And are become such] The words seem to intimate that they had once been better instructed, and had now forgotten that teaching; and this was occasioned by their being dull of hearing; either they had not continued to hear, or they had heard so carelessly that they were not profited by what they heard. They had probably totally omitted the preaching of the Gospel, and consequently forgotten all they had learned. Indeed, it was to reclaim those Hebrews from backsliding, and preserve them from total apostasy, that this letter was written. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)


When the Lord returns, will He still find faith?

That you may know Him,

In the service of Jesus Christ.
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