Once upon a time!
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Colossians 2:8 Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ. (KJV)

2 Timothy 4:3-4 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables. (KJV)


For most, at one time or another in their life as we were growing up, we heard the term or phrase, “once upon a time!” This was often followed by a story, tale or fable that would amuse or otherwise occupy us.


We all have heard the word fable, but few have given much thought to what the word truly means or signifies. For the most part as well, most Christians think that they are harmless. They surmise, that because everyone else is doing it, makes it okay.

FABLE: Primitive man conceives of the objects around him as possessing his own characteristics. Consequently in his stories, beasts, trees, rocks, etc., think, talk and act exactly as if they were human beings. Of course, but little advance in knowledge was needed to put an end to this mode of thought, but the form of story-telling developed by it persisted and is found in the folk-tales of all nations. More particularly, the archaic form of story was used for the purpose of moral instruction, and when so used is termed the fable. Modern definitions distinguish it from the parable (a) by its use of characters of lower intelligence than man (although reasoning and speaking like men), and (b) by its lesson for this life only. But, while these distinctions serve some practical purpose in distinguishing (say) the fables of Aesop from the parables of Christ, they are of little value to the student of folk-lore. For fable, parable, allegory, etc., are all evolutions from a common stock, and they tend to blend with each other. (from International Standard Bible Encylopaedia, Electronic Database Copyright (C) 1996 by Biblesoft)


For most of us, when we were a bit younger, we liked for our parents or grandparents to read or tell us stories. (Well, for those that were before television anyhow.) We wanted to hear stories that would excite our minds and imaginations. Yet, for the most part, all these were idle fancies of men’s minds, with no benefit whatsoever to our spiritual well being. Very seldom, was anything based in and on the Word of God.


Even for those who have been parents or are still raising children; are more apt to give the children things or stories or movies that will take them further away from the truth of God’s Word. They will tell them stories or show them movies about talking animals or vegetables, which is totally contrary to the Word of God. (And these same people wonder how the children of Israel, were foolish enough to worship a golden calf.) (Also, they need to take a look at the dolls and figurines that they give to the children, who then become their idols.)


For the most part, they have heaped to themselves, teachers to satisfy their itching ears. They have sought those that would say the right things to satisfy their fleshly cravings. They look for and seek out those that will speak to them “smooth things” (Isaiah 30:10)


We are quicker to turn to man’s books and ideas of how to fix or repair things, rather than going to the Creator of all things. Think about this for a moment: when your automobile breaks down, are you going to read the manual for your washing machine? Yet, this is exactly what most do, and to where they will turn, when they have problems getting through this life. They turn to and go to all the wrong places seeking solutions and answers.


[For the time will come] There is a time coming to the church when men will not hear the practical truths of the Gospel, when they will prefer speculative opinions, which either do no good to the soul, or corrupt and destroy it, to that wholesome doctrine of "deny thyself, take up thy cross and follow me," which Jesus Christ has left in his church.


[But after their own lusts] For these they will follow and hate these preachers and that doctrine by which they are opposed.


[Shall they heap to themselves teachers] They will add one teacher to another, run and gad about after all, to find out those who insist not on the necessity of bearing the cross, of being crucified to the world, and of having the mind that was in Jesus. In this disposition interested men often find their account; they set up for teachers, "and widen and strew with flowers the way, down to eternal ruin," taking care to soothe the passions and flatter the vices of a trifling, superficial people.


[Having itching ears] Endless curiosity, an insatiable desire of variety; and they get their ears tickled with the language and accent of the person, abandoning the good and faithful preacher for the fine speaker. (from Adam Clarke Commentary)


[And they shall turn away their ears from the truth] The truth strips them of their vices, sacrifices their idols, darts its lightnings against their easily besetting sins, and absolutely requires a conformity to a crucified Christ; therefore they turn their ears away from it.


[And shall be turned unto fables.] Believe any kind of stuff and nonsense; for, as one has justly observed, "Those who reject the truth are abandoned by the just judgment of God to credit the most degrading nonsense." This is remarkably the case with most deists; their creed often exhibits what is grossly absurd.(from Adam Clarke Commentary)


How do most know what is truth, and that which is error anymore? Do they spend time studying for Father’s approval, or do they seek it from some man? Are we as the Berean’s, and study the Word of God each and every day to see if things are as they were presented?


For most, they still have three wise men standing around a manger. Where did this teaching come from? How has this myth been allowed to continue on within the Church? I had one Christian tell me, that it made for better reading. Or could it be that this way they are able to extort more money and gifts out of the people at this time of year?

Matthew 2:11 And when they were come into the house, they saw the young child with Mary his mother, and fell down, and worshipped him: and when they had opened their treasures, they presented unto him gifts; gold, and frankincense, and myrrh. (KJV)


[The house] (not the manger) in which the Magi found the infant Jesus points to the fact that this visit followed Jesus' birth by a considerable interval, perhaps of months. The three gifts have given rise to the tradition of three wise men. Tradition even names them: Caspar, Melchior, and Balthasar. But tradition is not necessarily fact. Gold, frankincense, and myrrh were thought by ancient commentators to show recognition of Jesus as King, Son of God, and one destined to die, respectively. (from Wycliffe Commentary)


Are you going to hold God to be true, and every man a liar, that does not speak in line with God’s Word? All too often in the churches today, there is more of “once upon a time” than there is the truth of God’s Word preached. Is it any wonder that the Church is in the mess that it is? It is time for God’s people to come out from among them wolves and be a people unto Him.

Romans 3:3-4 For what if some did not believe? shall their unbelief make the faith of God without effect? God forbid: yea, let God be true, but every man a liar; as it is written, That thou mightest be justified in thy sayings, and mightest overcome when thou art judged. (KJV)

That you may know Him,

In the service of Jesus Christ.
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