Entertainment committee?
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Ephesians 4:11-16 And He Himself appointed some to be Apostles, some to be Prophets, some to be evangelists, some to be pastors and teachers, 12 in order fully to equip His people for the work of serving--for the building up of Christ's body-- 13 till we all of us arrive at oneness in faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God, and at mature manhood and the stature of full-grown men in Christ. 14 So we shall no longer be babes nor shall we resemble mariners tossed on the waves and carried about with every changing wind of doctrine according to men's cleverness and unscrupulous cunning, making use of every shifting device to mislead. 15 But we shall lovingly hold to the truth, and shall in all respects grow up into union with Him who is our Head, even Christ. 16 Dependent on Him, the whole body--its various parts closely fitting and firmly adhering to one another-- grows by the aid of every contributory link, with power proportioned to the need of each individual part, so as to build itself up in a spirit of love. (Weymouth translation)


All to often as I continue in my walk with the Lord, one thing that has been very apparent, is that when the majority of Christians are gathering together, is that they are looking to be entertained, rather than to hear and learn the Word of God, studying for His approval. They have this assumption that God placed and appointed those that He did in Ephesians 4:11, for the sole purpose of entertaining and amusing them. And so, when they do gather together, they come together more as a social club to be entertained, rather than to gain a working knowledge of the Word of God. It is only a working knowledge of God’s Word that will enable one to serve Him faithfully our short time here on this earth.


I see and observe Christians much of the time that have been saved many years, and during all of that time have not gained any more of a working knowledge of God’s Word, than when they first got saved. Many are still trying to operate off of their original experience and are hoping that they make it home. (Paul, when knowing his time of departure was at hand, could boldly say he had fought the good fight of faith; he had finished the course that had been set before him.)


As we take a closer look at verse twelve, we then are able to see that He gave these gifts, (His ministers), to first of all bring perfection or maturity to the saints. (Definition for perfection: to furnish with, to bring to completion). How many truly have some idea of who they are in Christ? Do you truly know what your rights and authority are? Do you know what has been made available to you, in and through Christ?


Many Christians that I talk with, are under the assumption that they will someday get more from God. People are telling them that there is a new or greater anointing coming. Or, that they may need to beg God for more gifts. Where do they get this doctrine from? My Bible says that we received the measure of the gift of Christ, when we confessed with our mouth, and believed in our heart that the Lord Jesus Christ was indeed raised from the dead in our behalf. It also says, that in Him, Jesus Christ of Nazareth, dwelt all the fulness of the Godhead bodily, and that you are complete in Him! Does God lie? Did He give more to someone else than He did to you? (Romans 3:3-4, Numbers 23:19-20)


When we get to the place in our walk, when we come together to learn of Him, it is then that we will start growing into the body of Christ that we should be. We need to come together to see, and to hear, and to understand more completely, who we are as the adopted children of God. We need to hear and understand completely, all that Father has made available to each and every believer who has openly accepted the Spirit of Christ. (Romans 8:8-9)


Search as I may, I have not been able to find in my Bible, where Jesus Christ led the people in song services out on the hillsides. Nor can I find where Paul did the same during his ministry. (ref. Mark 4:33-34, Luke 24:25-27). Rather, each and every opportunity that presented itself, the Word of God was expounded to the people. (ref. Acts 17:2-3, Acts 26:22-23, Acts 20:20). The example that has been set for us, is that we should be studying the scriptures, seeking Father’s approval, so that we never have reason to be ashamed when we stand before Him, for we have taken the time to rightly divide the Word of truth, by the leading of His Spirit. It is only then, that we will be able to have an answer for any man that asks, a reason of the hope that is in us.


As long as one is only coming around to be entertained, how can one ever come to learn the responsibilities of being the servant that God has asked us to be? Most want to be served, rather than lowering themselves to be of help or assistance to anyone else. They want their feet washed, rather than lowering themselves to wash someone else’s. Even the disciples decided amoung themselves, that it was beneath them to wait on tables; obviously, they forgot the definition of the servant.

Acts 20:24-32 But even the sacrifice of my life I count as nothing, if only I may perfect my earthly course, and be faithful to the duty which the Lord Jesus has entrusted to me of proclaiming, as of supreme importance, the Good News of God's grace. 25 "And now, I know that none of you among whom I have gone in and out proclaiming the coming of the Kingdom will any longer see my face. 26 Therefore I protest to you to-day that I am not responsible for the ruin of any one of you. 27 For I have not shrunk from declaring to you God's whole truth. 28 "Take heed to yourselves and to all the flock among which the Holy Spirit has placed you to take the oversight for Him and act as shepherds to the Church of God, which He has bought with His own blood. 29 I know that, when I am gone, cruel wolves will come among you and will not spare the flock; 30 and that from among your own selves men will rise up who will seek with their perverse talk to draw away the disciples after them. 31 Therefore be on the alert; and remember that, night and day, for three years, I never ceased admonishing every one, even with tears. 32 "And now I commend you to God and to the word of His grace. He is able to build you up and to give you your inheritance among His people. (Weymouth translation).


(from Barnes' Notes) [I have not shunned] I have not kept back; I have not been deterred by fear, by the desire of popularity, by the fact that the doctrines of the gospel are unpalatable to people, from declaring them fully. The proper meaning of the word translated here, "I have not shunned" [hupesteilameen  (grk 5288)], is "to disguise any important truth; to withdraw it from public view; to decline publishing it from fear, or an apprehension of the consequences." Paul means that he had not disguised any truth; he had not withdrawn or kept it from open view, by any apprehension of the effect which it might have on their minds. Truth may be disguised or kept back:


(1) By avoiding the subject altogether from timidity, or from an apprehension of giving offence if it is openly proclaimed; or,


(2) By giving it too little prominency, so that it shall be lost in the multitude of other truths; or,


(3) By presenting it amidst a web of metaphysical speculations, and entangling it with other subjects; or,


(4) By making use of other terms than the Bible does, for the purpose of involving it in a mist, so that it cannot be understood. People may resort to this course:


(1) Because the truth itself is unpalatable;


(2) Because they may apprehend the loss of reputation or support;


(3) Because they may not love the truth them selves, and choose to conceal its prominent and offensive points;


(4) Because they may be afraid of the rich, the great, and the frivilous, and apprehend that they shall excite their indignation; and,


(5) By a love of metaphysical philosophy, and a constant effort to bring everything to the test of their own reason. People often preach a philosophical explanation of a doctrine instead of the doctrine itself. They deserve the credit of ingenuity, but not that of being open and bold proclaimers of the truth of God. (from Barnes' Notes)


It is the truth of God’s Word that will set us free and keep us free. This can only come about as we continue in the truth of His Word. However, the truth of God’s Word has to be taught if one is to be set free, as well as kept free in the liberty that is only in Christ; not opinions or denominational doctrines.

Colossians 2:6-8, As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him: Rooted and built up in him, and stablished in the faith, as ye have been taught, abounding therein with thanksgiving. Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ. (KJV)
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