Lost or Found?     v21n34
John 7:37-39 If man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink. He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living waters. (But this spoke He of the Spirit, whom they that believe on him should receive; for the Holy Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified. (KJV) 

We recognize that we must be born-again. Paul tells us, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all. The moment we confess with our mouth, and believe with our heart, that Father raised Jesus Christ from the dead, we are saved, born-again, made whole. Read these scriptures: John 3:3-8, 2Corinthians 5:17, Ephesians 4:4-7, Colossians 1:12-17. 

Through these scriptures, we see that once we believe in the accomplishments of Jesus Christ, we are born-again, and a part of His family by adoption. You receive the fullness of the Spirit of Christ. One Lord! For we must remember, that He made this same Jesus both Lord and Christ! (Acts 2:36). You cannot divide Christ. You either get all of Him, or none of Him. The moment you are born-again, you are complete in Him. One baptism; it is the Spirit of Christ that causes the new birth. If any man has not the Spirit of Christ, he is not His (Look at Romans 8:9-10). We must remember, that it is by grace through faith that we are saved, delivered, healed, made whole through the gift of Christ. It is not of works, lest any man should boast.
1 Corinthians 15:20 But now Christ is risen from the dead and become the first fruits of them that slept. (KJV) 

1 Corinthians 15:22 For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive. (KJV) 

Colossians 1:15-16 Who is the image of the invisible God, the first born of every creature; for by Him were all things created, (KJV)
Colossians 1:18 And He is the head of the body, the church; who is the beginning, the first born from the dead; (KJV)
We have to understand the new birth, and how and why Jesus Christ accomplished it. This is the way we understand our new beginning. We need to have an understanding of who our source is. We need to know from where the living waters come. How they will sustain us, if we stay plugged into "The" source. We have to maintain our relationship with Father, through Jesus Christ to allow the rivers of living waters to flow without interruption. How do we do this?
Ephesians 4:7 But unto every one of us is given grace according to the measure of the gift of Christ. (KJV)
It is the gift that is given by Father (Isaiah 9:6). Notice gift is singular. Once you accept Jesus Christ, you have it all, but the only way to find out all that you have, is to go to the Christian's Operational Manual (The Bible). 

The switch that activates the gift of Christ, is faith. (God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith. Romans 12:3). We have been given the measure of faith, when we accepted the measure of the gift of Christ. That moment we were born-again. The key is to keep the switch of faith turned on. We are able to do this, by the time we spend with Father, in the Book that contains His Word.
Romans 10:17 And this proves that faith comes from a Message heard, and that the Message comes through its having been spoken by Christ. (Weymouth translation)
Our faith can only grow and develop by staying plugged into the source - Christ. We have to continue in His Word to be one of His disciples. As we continue in His Word, The Word, His truth, will set us free from the lies and contradictions of the devil.
The truth is what illuminates the darkness of the devil's paths. He is the father of many lies; there is no truth in him. Those serving the father of lies cannot hear God's Word. Therefore no living waters.
Studying the scriptures allows the living waters to continue. The Lord is our shepherd. He brings us where there is ample food. When we have ample food, we do not keep straying as lost sheep, but we rest and feed in His green pastures. 

His source of living water is pure, undefiled. It is not raging, but peaceful, gentle, easy to be received. It does not make me fearful.
Revelation 22:1 Then he showed me the river of the Water of Life, bright as crystal, issuing from the throne of God and of the Lamb. (Weymouth translation)
With no fear, we are able to feed and drink. We are nourished and grow stronger in His guidance. He leads us on the right path. How? He went down them before us to remove all danger. He gives us His Word on it. He puts His reputation on it. Our mind is at ease, because of His watchfulness of us.
Since He has gone down this path before, and returned victoriously, we should not fear anything we might see along the way. We walk by faith knowing He would not lead us astray. Our faith tells us all we see on this path are defeated foes. He has not given us the spirit of fear, but rather of power, His Son Christ; His love, that He would take our place; and a sound mind, because our mind is renewed by His Word which tells us not to fear. He is with us and in us, when we continue in His Word. 

It is the armor of God that protects us. How can one be cast out from His presence, and overtake the power that threw him (the devil) out? We have to recognize that we have everything available to us, to cause us to be always victorious. In all things we are more than conquerors.
When things appear the worst, is when we have to trust our Lord the most. The enemy would not put up such a smoke screen, unless there is such a large victory to hide. When the world counts us out, Father puts a feast before us. He puts forth a meat and potato dinner of His Word. His Word sets the captives free. It is a beacon to those who want to defect. Keep the fire burning, so one more might find their way across enemy lines.
When the Word of God renews my mind, I know His Word works for my advantage for betterment of His kingdom. A keen mind has an answer for those who are lost, who need directions back to His flock. A renewed mind will be able to relate the proper instructions for them, to be able to cross the mine (mind) field safely, to return to the narrow path of righteousness.
If God be for us, who can be against us? Father, Jesus Christ, and we (any that trust in Him), make a majority. How can we then fail? When we ask Father for help through our mediator, Jesus Christ, He does it exceeding and abundantly above all that we asked or thought possible. Our joy splashes over. The one time in our life I truly want to be contagious. We want the joy of the Lord to run over, and affect and infect all those around us.
When we speak God's Word, it brings life to those who will hear and accept it. It brings healing to body, mind and soul if we will allow it. God confirms His Word, not any person, place or thing. His Word cannot return void. It will accomplish which it is sent to do. God's glory brings up the rear guard. This enables me to look straight ahead without distractions. 

We are to be ambassador’s for the Lord. As such, we proceed with all the backing of Father and Jesus Christ. So, we have to study for Father's approval on all which we say and do. 

When we have fought the good fight of faith; when we have completed the course; we will know a crown of righteousness awaits us, for we will dwell in the house of the Lord forever. 

The Lord is our Shepherd; we hear and recognize His voice. He is knocking. Will you let Him in? Will you be found by Him??
That you may know Him,
In the service of Jesus Christ
Larry Gazelka 

