Getting ahead?     v21n26
In today’s world, one thing that is usually occupying many people’s minds, is how, that they may get ahead in this present world. Much of their thoughts, ideas, and actions each day are consumed with how they might get far enough financially ahead. Not only for retirement, but maybe an early retirement as well. They want to travel and relax as well as visit all these places that the world has told them that they should see and visit.

When it comes to getting ahead, most people do not have much concern of how they arrive at the top of the pile; the only thing that really matters is that they get there. The end justifies any or whatever means that it took to arrive there. For most, they have no idea who God really is, let alone to know that which it takes to please Him. They base all of their expectations off of what they can see with their physical eye, and that which the world has told them it should be; and then they try to make these things work and operate within God’s realm. Is it really any wonder that most fall flat on their face in the things that concern God?

Hebrews 11:6, And apart from faith it is impossible to satisfy Him, for the man that does draw near to God must believe that He exists and that He does reward those that seek Him. (Moffatt translation).

Without faith, it is impossible to please God. With God, all things are possible. Now most would say that there would seem to be a contradiction here. However, if one is operating in the boundaries and guidelines of faith, then all things are possible within God’s realm. It is by grace through faith that we are saved. When we accept God’s terms in and for salvation, (acknowledging that Jesus Christ did indeed die in our place for our sins), we are given the measure of faith, according to the measure of the gift of Christ, (the first-born of many brethren, the first born of all creation, the first born from the dead), old things are past away, (once God forgives, He cannot remember our sins), for behold, all things have indeed become new.


As long as we continue in the Word, (continuing in the faith, continuing to hear our counsel from Father, that is every Word that proceeds out from His mouth), all things do indeed stay new. We continue to press toward the mark of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. We take or make the time each day to renew our mind within the Word of God, because it is only those that are operating within the Spirit and truth, that are able to fellowship with Father, so we must do it in Spirit and in truth, His word is truth.


One has to earnestly and speedily set oneself to show Father that their heart and motives are pure. One will never be ashamed, or have reason to hang their head, if they have clearly heard Father’s instructions on how to maintain their walk in and on that strait and narrow path the leads to His house. (Although, we must remember, that being diligent in pursuing the truth of His Word, will indeed cause the flesh to become very wearied, very tired.)

We need to know and understand, that His Word is Spirit, and it is the life; but this can only happen and come about as we learn to look past the flesh and walk in the Spirit. This is where the problem arises for most, since most are looking to the flesh for the examples that they think that they should follow.

John 3:3, Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. (KJV)

When one observes that which is going on within the religious circles, one is not able to find much in the way of positive examples to follow, at least according to the Word of God. 

Ephesians 1:3, Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ. (KJV)

Most ignore the fact that it is all spiritual blessings. The religious circles are teaching the people to get caught up in judging their spiritual relationship with God, by what their material possessions are. They look down on any that have not obtained the material things that they have. And how have most of these preachers obtained what they have? By huckstering or selling the Word of God. 
2 Corinthians 2:17 We are; for, unlike most teachers, we are not fraudulent hucksters of God's Message; but with transparent motives, as commissioned by God, in God's presence and in communion with Christ, so we speak. (Weymouth.)

They say they have a revelation from God that every Christian needs to have, and you can have it to. For a gift of only so many dollars of a donation, they will sell you that which God has freely given.

Or, you have others, that say you can call a 1-900 #, and receive your free gift. What most do not see, is the call cost you $1.99 a minute, and after 10 minutes of talking, this is free? This gift has just cost you twenty dollars.

Can you imagine Jesus Christ with the five thousand men on the hillside, and telling them they could have a free lunch with a donation to His ministry? Most may laugh at that, but the fact is that we have more wolves out there than sheep. The flock is being scattered and led astray, and there are very few that will speak of and say anything; let alone take a stand for the Word of God.

Which would be what you would consider the greater miracle? To have millions of dollars in a bank account and make a donation to a local soup kitchen? Or, to feed ten thousand people from a few loaves and fishes?

Most tell God, that when they have enough saved up they will serve Him. Or, when they have got the job they want, then they will take the time to read His Word. Someday God, I will do what you are asking. That day will never arrive. It is now faith, not tomorrow faith.

For where your treasure is, or what you value most, is where your heart will be also. We are supposed to seek first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness (2Corinthians 5:21) and then all that we have need (not wants) of will be added unto us. But, for how many, is God truly their source? How many know the difference between a want or a need?

Getting ahead in this world, could get you going the wrong direction in God’s eyes. If we are chasing the blessing, we are indeed going in the wrong direction. The blessings, the signs and wonders follow the Word of God. Which direction are you headed this day?

That you may know Him,

In the service of Jesus Christ.
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