Going Flat?     v21n25
There are many instances within life itself, that we can think of or relate to where things have gone flat; that is they have hindered or slowed us down. A tire going flat on a car can slow or bring to a halt a journey that we may be on. A soda that has gone flat can taste very disgusting, and therefore keep us from being refreshed. Using salt that has lost its savor can cause the taste of meat or foods to be not very desirable for eating.
1 Peter 3:15-17 Always be ready with a reply for anyone who calls you to account for the hope that you cherish, but answer gently and with a sense of reverence; 16 and see that you have a clean conscience, so that, for all their slander of you, these libellers of your good Christian behavior may be ashamed. 17 For it is better to suffer for doing right (if that should be the will of God) than for doing wrong. (Moffatt translation) (Ref. 2 Timothy 3:12) 
Many times people will ask of the hope that is within us. How do we answer them? What do we answer them? Is our hope alive and well, or have we gone a bit flat? What have we entrusted our hope to?
Many people put their hope and trust in what others have said. So, their substance is totally dependent upon where that other person is at in their relationship with Father. They have put their trust in some man's word, relying in and on the physical, rather than having a confidence in the Word of God that should be within them. They have bet their eternity in and on what someone else has said.
What is the hope that is within you? Is it based in and on a relationship with Father through Jesus Christ? Are we hoping to some day be in the sweet by and by, and make it home? Could this be because most do not see themselves seated in heavenly places in Christ Jesus?
Faith is the substance of things hoped for! The hope is past tense, because the reality is that we have been already bought with a price. The redemption has been ccomplished. However, are you a partaker of it? Are you each and every moment of each and every day, walking within it?
2 Corinthians 4:18, While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen: for the things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal. (KJV)
How many are truly able to see within the eyes of the Spirit and the spirit realm? The eyes of our understanding are supposed to have been enlightened. What we have to understand is whether or not the vail of the flesh is still over our heart and eyes, that prevents one from seeing and understanding within this realm. For most people, they are judging their spiritual relationship with God, by what they have obtained or see within the physical or fleshly realm. What most have forgot, is that those that are in the flesh cannot please God (Romans 8: 8 And those whose hearts are absorbed in earthly things cannot please God. (Weymouth translation)). Their hope is in what they can see and understand with the physical, and has now begun to try to be justified in and by the actions of the flesh. Their hope has returned to the things of this world.
So often I have observed people that Father had delivered from the things of the past (Colossians 1:13). They had obtained victory in these areas of their lives; but soon have reasoned within themselves, how or why they could return to these things.
2 Peter 2:18-20 By talking arrogant futilities they beguile with the sensual lure of the fleshly passion those who are just escaping from the company of misconduct; promising them freedom, when they are themselves enslaved to corruption (for a man is a slave of whatever overpowers him). After escaping the pollutions of the world by the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, if  they get entangled and overpowered again, the last state is worse for them then the first. (Moffatt translation)
I often times sit and ponder the trust that it took for Noah to have in God, to continue all those years at the task Father had asked of him. Most lose sight and heart of that which Father has asked of them after but a few weeks. Some may last a few months, and still a few may last a few years. Eventually though, many become disheartened because there are not many on that strait and narrow path the leads to Father's house. Slowly, their salt is watered down, it loses it's savor, and soon it is of no value to anyone.
It only takes a little leaven to leaven the whole of the lump. It may not appear to be doing much at first, but it will slowly affect the whole of the lump through the subtle changes that it makes.
Jeremiah 6:16-19 16 Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls. But they said, We will not walk therein. 17 Also I set watchmen over you, saying, Hearken to the sound of the trumpet. But they said, We will not hearken. 18 Therefore hear, ye nations, and know, O congregation, what is among them. 19 Hear, O earth: behold, I will bring evil upon this people, even the fruit of their thoughts, because they have not hearkened unto my words, nor to my law, but rejected it.(KJV)
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Next week:  Getting Ahead?
Don't forget, if you want to continue to get the newsletter you need to get a 

response in this next week, or this will be your last issue.

