Picky! Picky! Picky!     v21n12
When I was growing up, I had one brother who would not eat his food unless he had it all separated on his plate; he never liked to mix together the foods on his plate. If there was something in there that he did not like or want to eat, he would take as much time as necessary to pick out all that he did not like or want to eat.
With many things in our lives, we too will take the time to pick out all of the things that we like or dislike. We will keep that which we like or want, and discard that which we do not like or want. And as it is with most of us, we are still like this up to this day. The problem comes in though, with the fact that we are more picky about our wants and such for the flesh, than we are for that which we need for the spirit.
Matthew 23:24 You blind guides, straining out the gnat while you gulp down the camel! (Weymouth) 

Many of the things that we learned as a child here on this earth have carried over into our adult life. In most instances they have not been for the better where our spiritual health and well being are concerned. Those traits that they have brought with them from their childhood have become a detriment to them in their relationship with God. They have become picky and fussy in their life, but for and in the wrong things.
How seriously do you take your life and walk with God? Most will immediately respond that they take their relationship with God very seriously. However, as they take a close look at the Word of God, they will find that in most instances they have acted as the scribes and Pharisees did. (Having a form of godliness, but denying the power of God).  In most instances, they try to put on an effective show for those people that are around them. They make an outward display that will impress those that are in the flesh. In reality, this is exactly what Jesus Christ described about the scribes and the Pharisees; the outside of their cup was clean and polished, but within they were full of the bones of those that they had led astray by their outward appearance.
Matthew 23:27-28 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye are like unto whited sepulchres, which indeed appear beautiful outward, but are within full of dead men's bones, and of all uncleanness. Even so ye also outwardly appear righteous unto men, but within ye are full of hypocrisy and iniquity. (KJV)

Matthew 23:27-28 "Alas for you, Scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites, for you are just like whitewashed sepulchres, the outside of which pleases the eye, though inside they are full of dead men's bones and of all that is unclean. 28 The same is true of you: outwardly you seem to the human eye to be good and honest men, but, within, you are full of insincerity and disregard of God's Law. (Weymouth)
Most people get caught up in a false pride or security of religion, just as the scribes and Pharisees did. They will strain or choke on a gnat that they think will cause them to break a fast or eat non-koshered food; but will swallow camel sized doctrines contrary to the Word within their own temple, and welcome it at that. They have become defensive and picky, but over and in the wrong things.They have been so busy looking at their physical side (the flesh) that they have almost totally ignored the spiritual. Is it really any wonder that our country or the world is in the spiritual decline that it is? What is even more saddening, is that this is the condition that is very prevalent within that which they call the church, as well as in many of their own households. (Why do they call him Lord, Lord, and yet do not the things that He says?).
It gets to be quite interesting as one continues in their walk with God, to notice how quickly people will defend man’s traditions and doctrines, and yet scoff at the very idea of taking a stand for the Word of God. Their lives will be falling apart, there is no peace in their lives or their heart; and yet they will continue to defend man and the traditions and doctrines that they have established.
1 Corinthians 1:11-13 For I have been distinctly informed, my brethren, about you by Chloe's people, that there are dissensions among you. 12 What I mean is that each of you is a partisan. One man says "I belong to Paul;" another "I belong to Apollos;" a third "I belong to Peter;" a fourth "I belong to Christ." 13 Is the Christ in fragments? Is it Paul who was crucified on your behalf? Or were you baptized to be Paul's adherents? (Weymouth)
Is this any different than one saying I am Baptist, or another saying I am Lutheran, or another saying I am Pentecostal? I know my Bible reads that there is but one Lord, one faith, one body of Christ, so please tell me where all of the divisions and strife have come from?
It still amazes me after all of these years in the ministry, that so many Christians still have three wisemen presenting gifts at the manger. This is very plainly a total contradiction to what the Word of God plainly tells us (Ref. Matthew 2:11). Yet, most will continue to support this myth, and allow the lie to continue. Can anyone tell me why this is?
The response that I usually get is that I am being too picky, or that I am trying to start a cult or a new religion. Yet we can find that Paul tells us clearly, to hold God to be true and every man a liar, that we might be justified in our sayings. One can only be justified in their sayings, if they are in agreement with the Word of God. Yet these people will defend the denominations that teach this doctrine, even defend it against the very Word of God. Can you tell me why this is?
2 Timothy 4:3-4 For a time is coming when they will not tolerate wholesome instruction, but, wanting to have their ears tickled, they will find a multitude of teachers to satisfy their own fancies; 4 and will turn away from listening to the truth and will turn aside to fables. (Weymouth)
Has the time arrived that people will no longer endure sound doctrine? (Sound doctrine is those teachings, which have been uncorrupted, pure, and wholesome). Have their ears become that dull of hearing? (Dull hearing is lazy or stupid hearing; giving ear to the wrong things). For when for the time that they should be teachers, they have to keep going over and over again the milk of the Word, for without the meat of the Word, there can be no real discernment!
Hebrews 5:13-14 By people who live on milk I mean those who are imperfectly acquainted with the teaching concerning righteousness.14 Such persons are mere babes. But solid food is for adults--that is, for those who through constant practice have their spiritual faculties carefully trained to distinguish good from evil. (Weymouth)
Hebrews 5:13-14 for every one who is partaking of milk [is] unskilled in the word of righteousness--for he is an infant, 14 and of perfect men is the strong food, who because of the use are having the senses exercised, unto the discernment both of good and of evil. (Young’s)
Why do they call Him Lord, Lord, and do not the things that He says or asks of them? They ignore and set aside the very instructions He gave to us. He gave us apostles and prophets to pen instructions to the Church, yet they ignore these words as well. For the most part or as a whole, is the present situation with the Church any different than it was with Israel? They elevated the scribes and Pharisees into positions of leadership and role models, those that were tickling their ears, and ignored or killed the prophets God sent with His Word.
Most will talk and make a good show in the flesh for those that are around them. Yet the very lifestyles that they lead defy the Word of truth. Do we really believe that Father placed all of these instructions within His Word for us to ignore or to pick and choose only that which sounded best to us? This is exactly what most do, they pick and choose that which they want to hear, that which sounds good to their flesh, and ignore the rest. I get the impression that most people think that God put these things within His Word to only sound nice and look pretty. How many Christians do you know that really know and understand the difference between walking in emotions (the flesh) and walking in the Spirit of God’s Word?
Deuteronomy 28:15, 61-62, 15 And it hath been, if thou dost not hearken unto the voice of Jehovah thy God to observe to do all His commands, and His statutes, which I am commanding thee to-day, that all these revilings have come upon thee, and overtaken thee: 61 also every sickness and every stroke which is not written in the book of this law; Jehovah doth cause them to go up upon thee till thou art destroyed, 62 and ye have been left with few men, instead of which ye have been as stars of the heavens for multitude, because thou hast not hearkened to the voice of Jehovah thy God. (Young’s)
God plainly and openly tells us that those that are operating in and by the flesh are not able to please Him. If one is not pleasing to God, is this not the same thing as disobedience or rebellion to His Word?
1 Samuel 15:23 For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry. Because thou hast rejected the word of the LORD, he hath also rejected thee from being king. (KJV) 

If we have rebelled or become stubborn against the Word of God, doesn’t this cause our spirit man to become sickly and weak? And isn’t what is going on within our spirit man often times reflected in the physical? (By their fruits you shall know them!) This is why the Word tells us, is there any sick amoung you, let them call for the elders of the Church. Those who are spiritually mature, not those that man has appointed. We have to remember that to be an elder or a deacon, one has to hold fast the mystery of the faith in a pure conscience.
Romans 8:5-8 For those who follow the flesh have their interests in the flesh, and those who follow the Spirit have their interests in the Spirit. 6) The interests of the flesh mean death, the interests of the Spirit mean life and peace. 7) For the interests of the flesh are hostile to God; they do not yield to the law of God (indeed they cannot). 8) Those who are in the flesh cannot satisfy God. (Moffatt)
Paul scribes to us quite plainly, that those that are operating in, or by the passions of the flesh, cannot please God! He does not say that they might be able to; or that they may be able to please God; rather Paul says very plainly, quite concisely, that they cannot please God!
If you are defending or standing with those that teach or promote three wise men at the manger, does that make you pleasing or unpleasing to God? Does this make you for the truth, or against the truth? You have to come to the place and understanding, that any time you side with man against what the Word of God says under grace, you have become an adversary of Father and His Word. You have become an opponent of God and His righteousness.
That you may know Him,
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