A New Year?     v20n47
As the new year approaches, as well as the new century and millennium, many people are looking ahead to the future, and what it may hold. The financial status of many nations is in question. Many countries are having difficult times surviving. Wars and rumors of wars persist throughout the world. At the present there are many thoughts and fears that fill peoples hearts with what tomorrow may bring.
Matthew 6:33-34 But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you. Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall take thought for the things of itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof. (KJV)
It is very easy to get caught up in the topic and conversation of, “what will tomorrow bring?”, “what will the future hold?”. And even in and among the Church, we want to discuss, when will the Lord return?
Matthew 25:13 Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son of man cometh. (KJV)
Yet, in the midst of all of this, how many of us really turn to and look to the Lord for that which we have need of to make it through this day? Do we really trust Him to provide all that we have need of this day according to His riches? Or do we base His ability on what we have, on what we have obtained?
Hebrews 3:7-8 Wherefore (as the Holy Ghost saith, To day if ye will hear his voice, Harden not your hearts, as in the provocation, in the day of temptation in the wilderness: (KJV) 
All too often, we forget, or fail to renew our mind with the fact, that it is now faith  that will enable us to get through this day! It is making a full and complete effort to allow the Word of God to be in control of our heart and mind this day. We tend to neglect and put off the spiritual needs, but over indulge the wants of our physical man.
2 Corinthians 6:2-4 (For he saith, I have heard thee in a time accepted, and in the day of salvation have I succoured thee: behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.) Giving no offence in any thing, that the ministry be not blamed: But in all things approving ourselves as the ministers of God, (KJV)
This day, today, is when we need to hear the Word of God, apply it to our life, and allow it to deliver us from the power of darkness. To allow God to be our source, not this present evil world. To allow His Word to rescue us from this world of sin. To allow His Word to bring healing to our spirit, soul, and body. In doing this, and allowing the Word to reign in our life, the ministry of Jesus Christ will never be blamed. We are supposed to be an example of the believers! Not out to impress people, or to get men’s admiration, but rather to please God. 

This day, today is when now faith has to operate. It is today, that we need to hear God’s Word, and allow it to develop that measure of faith that is within us, that we might do that which is pleasing to Father.
Hebrews 3:11-14 So I sware in my wrath, They shall not enter into my rest.) Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from the living God. But exhort one another daily, while it is called To day; lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin. For we are made partakers of Christ, if we hold the beginning of our confidence stedfast unto the end; (KJV)
Exhort one another daily! This is talking about one another daily in the Word of God, not the things of this world. We get so caught up in the things of this world; concerning next week, next month, next year and we operate in fear rather than in faith. Exhort one another daily!
We are to seek first the kingdom of God (which is not of this world), and His righteousness. Christ is the righteousness of God. He, Christ Jesus became sin for you and me. Today, this day, we have to have our heart right with God.
Do not be consumed with fears and doubts about tomorrow, when tomorrow is not yet here, it is yet today. Most people are always fretting and fearful about what tomorrow will bring. They listen to everything that is negative and contrary to the Word. They heap to themselves that what the world says, and ignore what the Word of God says. They ignore Father, and all or most of His promises. He will never leave us or forsake us, as well as provide all that we have need of this day, if we will remember to ask of Him.
This day, today, is a new day to serve Father through Jesus Christ! Will you?
That you may know Him, 

In the service of Jesus Christ 

Larry Gazelka
