Time Well Spent?!     v20n22
2 Corinthians 12:15-16 And I will very gladly spend and be spent for you; though the more abundantly I love you, the less I be loved. But be it so, I did not burden you: nevertheless, being crafty, I caught you with guile. (KJV)

Definition of “spend”
1159 dapanao (dap-an-ah'-o);
from 1160; to expend, i.e. (in a good sense) to incur cost, or (in a bad one) to waste: KJV-- be at charges, consume, spend.

1) to incur expense, to expend, to spend 

2) in a bad sense: to waste, to squander, to consume

Definition of “be spent”
1550 ekdapanao (ek-dap-an-ah'-o);

from 1537 and 1159; to expend (wholly), i.e. (figuratively) exhaust: KJV-- spend.

1) to exhaust by expending, to spend wholly, use up, 

2) to spend one’s self wholly

Most of us have no trouble spending or being spent on ourselves or our own wants and desires. We will do things for others if we know that we will come out on the better end of the deal. Yet, here we are able to depict Paul utilizing all that he had, as well as all of his energy, to reach one more with the gospel message of Jesus Christ.

For most of us, our idea of time well spent is to have a bigger paycheck, or a bonus from our job. Or it could be to receive an unexpected windfall with a little or no effort on our part. Yet, how many of us would consider a few hours in the Word each day, as time well spent? (For much study is a weariness to the flesh.) For most, their thoughts would wander to what they could be doing, or what they may be missing, rather than concentrating on the Bread of life.

How is it that Paul could sacrifice all that he had, and all that he was, to reach but one more with the gospel message of Jesus Christ? We can even go a thought further, and look at what Jesus Christ did in our behalf, that we might have fellowship with Father!

In this world, when someone gives a large amount of money to a charity, we marvel at what that person has done. Yet, if all the facts be known, in most instances, it was more than likely a small portion of their accumulated wealth. Very few will give of their all for the furtherance of the gospel message of Jesus Christ.

In this world, we gauge a thing by the quantity of things given up, not by the quality. Let's look at this scripture for an example of what I am referring to.

Luke 21:1-6 And he looked up, and saw the rich men casting their gifts into the treasury. And he saw also a certain poor widow casting in thither two mites. And he said, Of a truth I say unto you, that this poor widow hath cast in more than they all: For all these have of their abundance cast in unto the offerings of God: but she of her penury hath cast in all the living that she had. And as some spake of the temple, how it was adorned with goodly stones and gifts, he said, As for these things which ye behold, the days will come, in the which there shall not be left one stone upon another, that shall not be thrown down. (KJV)

It is never how much that we give, but rather the attitude of the heart as we do it. Are we doing it to be seen and recognized by man, or doing what Father has asked of us?

Paul used everything that he had, even his very life, to pursue one more for the kingdom of God. (It is never easy to leave the safety of the 99, and to look for the one that is lost.) Paul used all that he had at his disposal to deliver this message of liberation. Yet, most preachers that I know, will only venture out if they know what they are receiving up front.

Most of us at one time or another in our lives, have wanted something so much that we scrimped and saved, cut corners, and sacrificed, until we were finally able to get that which we wanted and had our sights set on. Paul attempted to put forth this kind of effort each and every day of his life, that one more might be reached.

Paul states that he was not a burden to them or on them. The only thing that Paul sought from them, was a heart felt commitment to Jesus Christ. Paul did not seek what they had, but only their lives. Their lives as a living sacrifice to God.

This is how Paul spent each day of his life. How have you spent your time today?
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