Fools Rush In!     v20n21

Proverbs 9:7-10 He that reproveth a scorner getteth to himself shame: and he that rebuketh a wicked man getteth himself a blot. Reprove not a scorner, lest he hate thee: rebuke a wise man, and he will love thee. Give instruction to a wise man, and he will be yet wiser: teach a just man, and he will increase in learning. The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom: and the knowledge of the holy is understanding. (KJV)
With the working knowledge of the Word of God that we have, it is easy at times to want to share and expound the Word to all that we come in contact with. We want to share with them what we have seen and heard in the Word. Yet would everyone want to hear what you have to say? Would all think that this wisdom you have would be so great; or that they would even need it in their lives?

Many people would have us believe that we should be out shoving the Word down everyone's throat, whether or not they have asked for it. They try to twist the scripture of going into all the world and preach the gospel, as their right to assault others with the Word. Yet, as I search the scriptures, I cannot find anyplace that tells us to act or behave that way.


Let's look at the above scripture out of the Moffatt translation. "He who corrects a scoffer, only get insulted, he who reproves a rascal is reviled for it. Reprove not a scoffer, or he may hate you; reprove a man of sense, and he will love you. Instruct a man of sense, and he will gain more sense: teach a good man, and he will learn the more."

Yes, it is understandable that we want all men to have the peace, joy, love and understanding in the Lord. However, how have you reacted when someone tried to force something on you that you did not want to hear? Did you get irritated? Did you get a little mad? Most of us when confronted like that, turn off our hearing. And if there is no hearing, can there be any faith developed?

Matthew 7:6 Give not that which is holy unto the dogs, neither cast ye your pearls before swine, lest they trample them under their feet, and turn again and rend you. (KJV)

Matthew 7:6 Moffatt translation:  Never give dogs what is sacred, and never throw pearls before swine, in case they trample them under foot, and turn to gore you!


1 Peter 3:15-16 Moffatt, "Always be ready with a reply for anyone that calls you to account for the hope you cherish, but answer gently and with a sense of reverence; and see that you have a clean conscience, so that, for all their slander of you, these libelers of your good Christian behaviour may be ashamed."


So often we forget to live our lives with the unending example that would cause others to ask anything of us, let alone our relationship with God.
We are supposed to be an example of the believers, yet can we always be picked out of the rest of the crowd?
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