Everyone Likes a Good Mystery!     v20n15
Part 9

Ephesians 1:9 Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure which he hath purposed in himself: (KJV)


So, often, I hear people say that it would be so much easier if they only knew God’s will for their life. Yet, if we read the Word, and hear what it is saying to us, it shows us quite clearly that he has made known to us the mystery of His will for our lives!

Galatians 1:3-4 Grace be to you and peace from God the Father, and from our Lord Jesus Christ,
Who gave himself for our sins, that he might deliver us from this present evil world, according to the will of God and our Father: (KJV).

Grace and peace! We can only have that, and in that order, if we are being obedient to what Father asks of us. Also notice, that it comes from Father and our Lord Jesus Christ. Verse four explains to us very plainly Father’s will for our life, and what His Son did for us to make this available to anyone who will ask sincerely. To be delivered from our sins. So, anything that would break our fellowship with Father, (cause us to sin or stumble spiritually) cannot be the will of Father. (One does not have to be a rocket scientist to figure that out). 
Colossians 1:13 Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son: (KJV)


We have been delivered from the power of darkness. We have been given new life in and through Christ Jesus. However, you do have to work out your own salvation with fear and trembling. You have to continue (abide) in the Word and become grounded and settled in it. You should not be moved away from this hope of the gospel message. It is going to take a diligent and sincere effort on your part, to not be tossed to and fro by every wind (fad) of man’s doctrine that happens to blow through.

2 Timothy 2:15 Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. (KJV)


Study (work may be involved here), to show yourself approved unto God! Yet, the majority of the time, we are studying for some person’s approval, rather than Father’s. We get caught up in man’s ideas at what he thinks God is about and end up further away from God rather than closer. Whose fault is this? (I will give you a hint, it is not Father’s).

We are the one’s that have to rightly divide the Word of truth. This can only be done by studying the Word, and with the Holy Spirit as our teacher and our guide. It amazes me, how we will spend millions of dollars on books and tapes, and yet, have no time for the Word of God. We will make up and find all kinds of excuses for not spending time with Father and His Word! Yet, as soon as things start to go wrong, then we want to immediately blame God for our self-inflicted problems. We will blame anyone or anything else for our problems and take no responsibility for ourselves. (Hmm…work out your own salvation?)

If we studied for Father’s approval, and sought to do His will, we would have no reason to be ashamed. But, alas, since most do not have any time for Father and His Word, most have much to be ashamed of. (Matthew chapter 25 talks about the foolish virgins). 
If we would apply ourselves at pleasing Father as much as we do at pleasing and appeasing those around us in the flesh, we would very seldom have anything to be ashamed of before Father. Here again though, a close and intimate relationship with Father can only come about by stopping all that you are doing, (cut out all outside distractions), and giving a ready and willing ear to God’s Word (Romans 10:17).


Yes, we are saved by grace through faith! However, it is not enough for us to just be born again. We then have to continue in His Word on a daily basis. (Give us this day, our daily bread). Jesus Christ, Himself, told His disciples and the Jews that believed on Him, that if they continued in His Word, then are you His disciples indeed. As you continue in His word, it is His truth that will set you free from the things that have kept you a prisoner of sin.


So, then, as we can see from the Word, that as we turn to the Word, and abide in the truth, this and only this is what will set you free. There are no magic potions! No special anointed cloths or such! Only the word of God that will set you free and keep you free from the power of the devil. When you have the Word within you, greater is He that is in you, than he that is in the world.

The next part of Galatians 1:4 tells us that he also died that he might deliver us from this present evil world! The problem here is that most people have their own idea of what the evil of this present world is. Let us, for a moment, take a look at this next scripture verse.

1 Timothy 6:6-10 But godliness with contentment is great gain. For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out. And having food and raiment let us be therewith content. But they that will be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction and perdition. For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows. (KJV)

In the realm of the churches today, one of the prevalent messages is that he who has the most toys wins. The people are constantly badgered to give to this ministry or that church and expect to receive so much more in return. 
Yet, Paul tells us quite clearly, that the love of money is the root of all evil. This happens when everything else is our source except God.

We have forgotten who our source is supposed to be. If we abide in Christ, then we are grafted into His vine. He is our source. It is then that Father is our source for our daily bread, whether it be spiritual, or physical; and in that order as well!

Where the problem arises is when we look to the world to be our provider. When we acknowledge everything, but Father, as our source. This is when it becomes the root of all evil. This is because we are no longer tapped into or grafted into the proper vine. We have taken root in something other than the Word.

Father was always Jesus Christ’s source. For everything that he had need of in the ministry, Father provided. Let me ask you this question, which is the greater miracle:  to feed 5,000 men, plus the woman and children by taking emergency offerings and accumulating $50,000. Or by taking a few loaves and fishes and thanking Father for providing the increase?

We say that we trust God. We say that He is our source, but in all reality, it is far from the truth.

Isaiah 56:10-11 His watchmen are blind: they are all ignorant, they are all dumb dogs, they cannot bark; sleeping, lying down, loving to slumber. Yea, they are greedy dogs which can never have enough, and they are shepherds that cannot understand: they all look to their own way, every one for his gain, from his quarter. (KJV)

Isaiah 56:9-12 The shepherds, who should have been the watchmen of the flock, to discover the approaches of the beasts of prey, to keep them off, and protect the sheep, were treacherous and careless, minded not their business, nor made any conscience of the trust reposed in them, and so the sheep became an easy prey to the wild beasts.  

They had no sense or knowledge of their business. They were wretchedly ignorant of their work, and very unfit to teach, being so ill-taught themselves: His watchmen are blind, and therefore utterly unfit to be watchmen. If the seers see not, who shall see for us? If the light that is in us be darkness, how great is that darkness! Christ describes the Pharisees to be blind leaders of the blind, <Mt. 15:14>. The beasts of the field come to devour, and the watchmen are blind, and are not aware of them. They are all ignorant (v.10), shepherds that cannot understand (v. 11), that know not what is to be done about the sheep, nor can feed them with understanding, <Jer. 3:15>. 
They were very lazy, and would take no pains. They loved their ease, and hated business, were always sleeping, lying down and loving to slumber. They were not overcome and overpowered by sleep, as the disciples, through grief and fatigue, but they lay down on purpose to invite sleep, and said, Soul, take thy ease. Yet a little sleep. It is bad with a people when their shepherds slumber <Nah. 3:18>, and it is well for God's people that their shepherd, the keeper of Israel, neither slumbers nor sleeps. 
They were very covetous and eager after the world-- greedy dogs that can never have enough. If they had ever so much, they would think it too little. They so love silver as never to be satisfied with silver, <Eccl. 5:10>. All their enquiry is what they shall get, not what they shall do. Let them have the wages, and they care not whether the work be done or no; they feed not the flock, but fleece it. They are every one looking to his own way, minding his own private interests, and have no regard at all to the public welfare. It was St. Paul's complaint of the watchmen in his time <Phil. 2:21>, All seek their own, not the things that are Jesus Christ's. Every one is for propagating his own opinion, advancing his own party, raising his own family, and having every thing to his own mind, while the common concerns of the public are wretchedly neglected and postponed. They look every one to his gain from his quarter, from his end or part of the work. They are for fain from every quarter (Rem rem quocunque modo rem-- Money, money, by fair means or by foul we must have money), but especially from their own quarter, where they will be sure to take care that they lose nothing, nor miss any thing that is to be got. (from Matthew Henry's Commentary)

Philippians 2:19-20 
But I trust in the Lord Jesus to send Timotheus shortly unto you, that I also may be of good comfort, when I know your state. For I have no man likeminded, who will naturally care for your state. (KJV)

As we look at these verses, we are shown in a vivid picture of the number that seek God without having a price tag involved. It amazes me that after all those years in the ministry, Paul had only one other minister who sought not his own gain.

It is only by making Jesus Christ the Lord of your life, and continuing in His Word on a daily basis, that you will be able to overcome the sin that is in your life, and allow Father to be your source, as He was for His Son Jesus Christ.

How about you? Do you know the mystery of God’s will? Are you even concerned?

That you may know Him,

In the service of Jesus Christ

Larry Gazelka
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