Judicial insights!     v19n51
The Measure of the Gift – Part 13


1 Corinthians12:10, to another discerning of spirits; (KJV)

1253 diakrisis (dee-ak'-ree-sis); discerning of spirits; from 1252; judicial estimation:  KJV-- discern (-ing), disputation.

4151 pneuma (pnyoo'-mah); spirits; from 4154; a current of air, i.e. breath (blast) or a breeze; by analogy or figuratively, a spirit, i.e. (human) the rational soul, (by implication) vital principle, mental disposition, etc., or (superhuman) an angel, demon, or (divine) God, Christ's spirit, the Holy Spirit:  KJV-- ghost, life, spirit (-ual, -ually), mind. Compare 5590.

Most of us have heard this term before, discerning of spirits, but few of us have any idea what it means.

1 John 4:1-3 Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: because many false prophets are gone out into the world. 2 Hereby know ye the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of God: 3 And every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God: and this is that spirit of antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it should come; and even now already is it in the world. (KJV)

What are we supposed to discern? Why do we need to know how to discern? Is it important to us?

In the world of banking, people are trained to spot counterfeit money, by studying the real thing, not the bogus bills as many think. They go over and over the real thing, until they are able to spot the phonies. Most people want to study the phonies, and then wonder why they can never tell the real thing. Could this be why so many are led astray? Are there more sheep in wolves clothing than there are sheep?

In the spiritual realm, there are but two forces at work. One is faith, and the other is fear. Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God. The moment we accept Jesus Christ as our Lord and saviour, we are given the measure of faith. As we continue in the Word, our ability to believe God, to put our trust in Him, and act upon His Word grows. As we continue in His Word, this sets us free, and as long as we continue it, it maintains our freedom and liberty in Christ. The more we train ourselves to see and seek the truth, (Proverbs 22:6, Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it. KJV), the sharper our discernment in the spirit man grows, and the easier it becomes to spot and detect the phonies.

The Lord Himself warned us that there would be wolves in sheep’s clothing. This is why we have to have a working relationship with *the Shepherd*. This is the only way that we can know those that are His. For His sheep know and hear only His voice. How sure are you of the voice you hear?

Fear is the other force that is at work in the world today. Fear also comes by hearing, but it comes by doubting the Word of God, and hearing and acting on the word of the devil. The less we operate in faith, the more fear will dominate in our life.

As we can see in John’s epistles, we either recognize who Jesus Christ is, and are called Christians, or we are antichrist. If one cannot understand the mystery of the gospel, how can we expect to discern those who are not of God?

Have we forgot that the devil and his workers can appear as an angel of light?

2 Corinthians 11:13-15 For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ. 14 And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light. 15 Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also be transformed as the ministers of righteousness; whose end shall be according to their works. (KJV)

Often times we fail to see and hear the warnings that are within the Word of God. For some reason, many believe that once they are saved, there are no more problems. They have this misconception that they are immune from the attacks of the devil and his workers. The devil comes to steal, kill, and destroy. If you have nothing to steal, he will not waste his time on you. If you are not in Christ, walking after the Spirit, what is there to destroy? If you do not believe God’s Word, what hope is there to kill?

All to often, we fail to hear all of the warnings that are given to us throughout the Word. We do not want to believe that there are so many wolves that are in and amongst the sheep. However, the truth be known, there are probably more wolves than sheep in that which is called the body of Christ. How has this happened? Who let this happen?

Take some time to look at a few of these scripture references and hear what they say: Matthew 24:24, Acts 15:1, Acts 15:24, Acts 20:30, Romans 16:17-19, 2Corinthians 2:17, 2Corinthians 4:2, 2Corinthians 11:15, Galatians 2:4, Galatians 3:1-3, Galatians 6:12, Ephesians 4:14, Philippians 1:15-16, Colossians 2:4, 1Timothy 1:4-7, 1Timothy 6:3-5, 2Timothy 2:17-19, 2Timothy 3:5-9, 2Timothy 4:3-4, 2Peter 2:3, 1John 2:18, 2John 1:7-11, Jude 1:4.

These are but a few that are in the Word. If we do not know the Word of God, how can we be set free from all these things and people that try to pull us down? If we do not have access to the throne of God, how can we make a judicial estimation if what we have heard is straight from the throne of God?

Isn’t it about time that the Church wakes up and comes out of its slumber?

That you may know Him,

In the service of Jesus Christ

Larry Gazelka

Next week: we will conclude this series with Out of the Abundance of the Heart – part 14. The following week, we will start a series called: The shearing of the sheep!

