Am I Thankful?     v19n34
An Attitude of Gratitude
Thankful -- conscious of benefit received; expressed gratitude.
G2170 eucharistos- thankful; 1) mindful of favors, grateful, thankful  2) pleasing, agreeable  3) acceptable to others, winning, liberal, beneficent.
Colossians 3:15-17 And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye are called in one body; and be ye thankful. 16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.17 And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him. (KJV) 

Now thanks be unto God, who always causeth us to triumph in Christ and maketh manifest the savor of His knowledge by us in every place. 2 Corinthians 2:14 KJV
We constantly hear people telling God "thanks," but what are they thankful for? Is it for their family? Is it for their job? Could it be for their home or maybe their car or boat? Perhaps it is for their cabin or motor home? What are you thankful for?
But thanks be to God, who giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.
1 Corinthians 15:57 KJV
Jesus Christ gives us the victory over death, if we are truly born-again believers (John 3:3-8). When we are born-again and continue in His Word, we no longer fear death. In actuality, we look forward to going home. There is no longer apprehension on our part, about death. We can now be as Paul, ready and willing to depart.
For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand. I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith. 2 Timothy 4:6-7 KJV
How many of us, are as prepared as Paul was? Are you absolutely sure of your destination? Have you followed the prescribed route that the Lord has asked of you to follow? Have you finished the course?
It should not make a difference, whether there are others going along or not. I have to work out my own salvation with fear and trembling. I have to take a close look at my bearings each and every day, to be sure I am staying on the course that Father has asked of me.
It is a personal relationship that I have with Father. It is not dependent on anyone or anything else. The base being solely on my relationship with Father, through His Word, Jesus Christ! This is what causes me to triumph. This is what gives me the victory, each and every day of my life.
It operates through "now faith." Right now, today! My ability to believe God, and act upon everything that He asks of me today. Maybe, today, I need to be a Samaritan to somebody. (Helped Up Or Pushed Down?) We know "the church" is not doing the job Father has asked of it. So, who will respond?
Am I so busy playing church, that I have forgotten what my purpose is?  Purpose = aim. Have I set the course? I can only walk the course through faith. His Word must illuminate each and every step. It gives me the ability to see my next step clearly. <Psalms 119:105> To be sure I have good footing on a "firm foundation." (What Is My Purpose?)
Is my lamp burning bright enough to enable others, to see and plot the proper course? If, I am not on the right course, I sure do not want anyone following me, since God tells us we are responsible for those who tag along. So, I have to be sure my lamp is full with the pure olive oil, so it will not fail at a crucial time. I do not want to be found asleep, without having enough oil, when the Lord calls my name. (Is Your Lamp Lit?)
Faith, can only come by stopping what you are doing, and giving heed to what the Father is saying. (Heed The Call) Then, take what Father has said, and apply it to my life, so it becomes constant in my walk with Him.
All to often, when Father tries to talk to us, we are too busy to take the time to listen. At times, we may even stick our fingers in our ears, so we cannot hear what Father wants to tell us. (Almost, like turning our "mute button on")
We have to be thankful for all that Father has blessed us with. Sometimes, we remember to thank Him for the big things, but we seldom thank Father for all of the little things. It is only as I can acknowledge God as my total source, that I will be able to set the example that He wants me to set. As I learn to acknowledge Father as my total source, then I will have the peace of God, which passes all understanding. It will cause my heart and mind to be at rest, knowing God is in control, so long as I leave Him in control.
In the world, if we are working as an apprentice under someone, they will only teach us enough to get us certified. They will not share with you all of the skills they have learned over the years. They feel, that we should have to go through the "school of hard knocks," just as they did. This is the same thing that we see in the "church" today. Those who are in the positions of leadership and authority, will not share their "vision" or knowledge, unless the "price is right." They forget, that freely they have received and freely they should give. They want to charge for their supposed knowledge of God's Word.
In the early years of our country, God was able to bless it, because we had not forgotten who our neighbor was. When a neighbor needed help, we got together, and put up the barn, or whatever the task, and had fun in doing it. There was no pay -- just sincere thanks. When someone else needed help, the same thing happened. Why? Because they knew God was their source. They knew He caused the rain to fall on the just and the unjust. He said, to love thy neighbor as thyself. "Have times changed?"
Today, we have so many things that occupy our time other than God and His Word. We have boats, planes, cabins, motorcycles, and the list goes on. Things that occupy our time instead of God and His Word. This is why we do not even know our neighbor, let alone take time to help him, and help him for nothing.
On Sunday's, most of our worship service is in front of our TV set, where we pay homage to our over paid sports heroes. We can recite their names, teams and stats, better than we can the Word of God. If "our" team loses, the results can linger for days or weeks.  Is God on vacation?
In today's world, we want to charge for anything that we say or do. We want to receive rewards for our knowledge and prowess. Yet, where would we be today, if Jesus Christ, or Paul the apostle would have reacted that way? Where would the church be today?
Paul's prayer for those who were around him, was that they would surpass him in a working knowledge and understanding of the Word of God. That they would grab hold of all of the insights he had acquired. Doing so without all of the pitfalls that he endured. Paul was truly thankful for all of the insights the Holy Spirit had opened and revealed to him.
Philippians 3:15-17 Let us therefore, as many as be perfect, be thus minded: and if in any thing ye be otherwise minded, God shall reveal even this unto you. 16 Nevertheless, whereto we have already attained, let us walk by the same rule, let us mind the same thing. 17 Brethren, be followers together of me, and mark them which walk so as ye have us for an ensample. (KJV) 

Is the same true in the church today? Are our teachers and prophets of the Word today, as eager to share the Word of God, without charge, as Paul was?
Is our goal, as a body of believers, to have a larger building, greater numbers in the congregation, a TV outreach, best sellers on the Christian book list?
Are there any preachers left that just want to share what God has opened up to them?
What is my reward then? Verily that, when I preach the gospel, I may make the gospel of Christ without charge, that I abuse not my power in the gospel. 1 Corinthians 9:18 KJV
I am thankful for what God has given me, salvation through His Son, Jesus Christ. He did it voluntarily, without charge, that I may live forever with Him. What did I have to do? Believe that He, Jesus Christ, took my place, paid my debt so that I might live with Him. I have. I will. I will continue to share it without charge.
How thankful are you?? Will you share the Good News??????
That you may know Him, 

In the Service of Jesus Christ 

Larry Gazelka 

