What Is There To Eat?   v19n2
Part 2
The End of The First Day - Settling In!
Well, dinner should be done, and the dishes washed, dried and put away.
Now, as we settle in for the evening, we are trying to figure out what we can do to occupy our time. There may a be a little squabble who has control of the TV remote. The children are told to be sure that their homework is done. And, we may have to shuttle the children around for their school activities,(sports, cheer leading, drama or whatever else).
But, in the midst of all of this, where is God? Sure, there have been no major catastrophes today. There has been no major problems. So, what would be the need to talk with God, one might say.
So, then the next question is, when do we make time to talk with Father? Some may respond, “but we went to church yesterday!” Do recall what the message was on? Are we only supposed to fellowship with Father one or two days a week? Is that all that our spiritual health and well being means to us?
Let’s stop for a moment here and look at the chart that we are supposed to be keeping track of for each day. (remember, that we are still on day one). How has your spirit man faired in comparison to the physical man? How much nourishment has your spirit man received today? If you treated your flesh that way, in most instances, our flesh would rebel.
Have we forgot that out spirit man will live forever, but our fleshly man will pass away? We are but here on this earth but for a short time.
Isaiah 40:6-8 The voice said, Cry. And he said, What shall I cry? All flesh is grass, and all the goodliness thereof is as the flower of the field: 7 The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: because the spirit of the LORD bloweth upon it: surely the people is grass. 8 The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: but the word of our God shall stand for ever. (KJV)
Let us stop and look at what we have done thus far this day. What have been our priorities? Has it been to build up the kingdom of God, or the kingdom of man?
Matthew 6:19-21 Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal: 20 But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal: 21 For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. (KJV)
When do we stop and have a conversation with Father? Is it only when there are major problems? Is it only when there are financial shortages? Is it only when the children are rebellious? When does Father get any time with you? When does Father get to talk with you?
1 Kings 18:21-22 And Elijah came unto all the people, and said, How long halt ye between two opinions? if the LORD be God, follow him: but if Baal, then follow him. And the people answered him not a word. 22 Then said Elijah unto the people, I, even I only, remain a prophet of the LORD; but Baal's prophets are four hundred and fifty men. (KJV)
6452  pacach (paw-sakh'); halt; a primitive root; to hop, i.e. (figuratively) skip over (or spare); by implication, to hesitate; also (literally) to limp, to dance:  KJV-- halt, become lame, leap, pass over.
We forget, that serving God whole-hearted, is not, nor ever has been a popular decision! For some reason, people  think that serving Father is what will make us popular. Yet, as we take a close look at the scriptures, we find that those who served God with all there being, were not welcomed by many. Far more are the children of the desolate, than they of the bride.
1 Kings 18:23-24 Let them therefore give us two bullocks; and let them choose one bullock for themselves, and cut it in pieces, and lay it on wood, and put no fire under: and I will dress the other bullock, and lay it on wood, and put no fire under: 24 And call ye on the name of your gods, and I will call on the name of the LORD: and the God that answereth by fire, let him be God. And all the people answered and said, It is well spoken. (KJV)
How much confidence do you have in God? Do you look at them that oppose you, and get discouraged by the numbers? When Father asks you to do something, does it depend on how many will support your decision?
If your spirit man has not been fed, how do you think that you will be able to do what Father asks of you? The things in the physical, (emotions, senses, ect.), will not give you what you will need or require, to have the victory in the spiritual realm.
If Father asked you to go stand against the prophets of Baal right now, would you have enough strength spiritually to do what Father asks of you? What would your thoughts and reactions be? Are you confident enough in what your spirit man has had to eat to do what has been asked? Or, would you be discouraged by the number that would be standing in front of you?
We very seldom give much thought to the people that stood against Jesus Christ or Paul the Apostle. We are quick to point out the miracles, signs, and wonders; but never want to acknowledge the opposition and hardships  that they incurred to do what Father asked of them. We do not see or realize what it takes to be an overcomer.
How well do we follow the instructions that Father has set before us? Do we do exactly as Father asks of us, no more, but also no less?
1 Kings 18:25-28 And Elijah said unto the prophets of Baal, Choose you one bullock for yourselves, and dress it first; for ye are many; and call on the name of your gods, but put no fire under. 26 And they took the bullock which was given them, and they dressed it, and called on the name of Baal from morning even until noon, saying, O Baal, hear us. But there was no voice, nor any that answered. And they leaped upon the altar which was made. 27 And it came to pass at noon, that Elijah mocked them, and said, Cry aloud: for he is a god; either he is talking, or he is pursuing, or he is in a journey, or peradventure he sleepeth, and must be awaked. 28 And they cried aloud, and cut themselves after their manner with knives and lancets, till the blood gushed out upon them. (KJV) 

When one takes a close look at the world around us that is operating without the Word of God; one is able to really see how foolish life is without God and His Word. We are able to see the ridiculous things that are said and done in the name of Christianity.
Are you able to hold fast your profession of faith without wavering? Elijah just did not come to the place, where one day he just decided that he was going to be a prophet for God. It took much time in prayer, meditation, fasting and talking with Father for him to get to the point where he heard God’s voice, and would obey it. He had to learn to have a proper and balanced diet in the Word; not just when problems arose. Elijah had an everyday relationship with God and knew what it took to maintain it. It was not a once or twice a week commitment.
The Word tells us to put on the full armor of God! Father has given us the gift of Christ, but He can not, nor will not force us to take it, or keep it. It is totally your choice on whether or not you take it, and then what you do with it after you accept it.
Just as when you sit down to eat a meal, (unless you are a young child in the flesh), you can not be forced to eat what is set before you. Some may use guilt, and other means to seduce you to eat it; but, if you do not want to eat it, you cannot be forced to eat it.
The same is true with the Word of God. You have to want to partake of the bread of life of your own free will. It also takes some time to develop a taste for the Word, since it goes against most of what we have been taught in the flesh for the bigger part of our lives. You, and you alone have to recognize of what benefit the Word of God is to your spiritual well being.
1 Kings 18:29 And it came to pass, when midday was past, and they prophesied until the time of the offering of the evening sacrifice, that there was neither voice, nor any to answer, nor any that regarded. (KJV)
After their ranting and raving all the day long, the false prophets of Baal had received no answer. For all of their shouting, and other antics that they pulled, there was no answer from their god. Do you ever feel like that at the end of a stressful day? Without confidence in Father and His Word, how can anyone expect anything else? Are you beginning to see why our time in the Word each and every day is of such vital importance? It is truly a matter of life or death.
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