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For by grace are you saved through faith! It is not anything that you can buy, lease, or rent. It is the gift of God to mankind. It is not anything that you can accomplish on your own. This keeps man from boasting of his own works or accomplishments. This can only come about, as one believes that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. (Matthew 16:16-18). And, believing that He took your place at the cross and the grave.

This is Father’s gift to anyone, or whosoever will accept it. It can not be worked for; it can not be earned; it is the gift of God to mankind.

Without faith, it is impossible to please God! Once we accept Jesus Christ as our Lord and saviour, we are a new creation in Christ Jesus, all old things have passed away. The measure of faith is released in our spirit man, according to the measure of the gift of Christ!
In the gospel of Matthew, it says to us, that if we ask, it shall be given! The gift of God, Jesus Christ. The gift is salvation to whosoever will believe God’s Word and accept it into their life. God cannot, nor will not force it on anyone; the gift has to be received.

Once we have the gift, then what?

Again, referring to the gospel of Matthew, right after it says that we are to ask, then it says to us, that if we seek, then we shall find. But, if you already have salvation, what would there be a need to seek for?

Earlier, we mentioned, that without faith, it is impossible to please God. It also says in that verse, that He is a rewarder of those that diligently seek Him. What is it to diligently seek Him?

1567 ekzeteo (ek-zay-teh'-o); diligently seek; from 1537 and 2212; to search out, i.e. (figuratively) investigate, crave, demand, (by Hebraism) worship:  KJV-- enre-) quire, seek after (carefully, diligently). 1) to seek out, search for  2) to seek out, that is, to investigate, to scrutinize  3) to seek out for oneself, to beg, to crave  4) to demand back, to require.

When is the last time that you have diligently sought what God has for you in His Word?

In Paul’s letters, he writes to us about the mystery of the gospel, and the mystery of the faith. Have you ever taken the time to diligently seek in God’s Word to see what the mystery is? Have you not ever been curious, as to what Paul was talking about?

3466 musterion-mystery; 1) hidden thing, secret, mystery  a) generally mysteries, religious secrets, confided only to the initiated and not to ordinary mortals b) a hidden or secret thing, not obvious to the understanding  c) a hidden purpose or counsel; secret will:  1) of men  2) of God: the secret counsels which govern God in dealing with the righteous, which are hidden from ungodly and wicked men but plain to the godly  in rabbinic writings, it denotes the mystic or hidden sense: of an Old Testament saying, of an image or form seen in a vision, of a dream.

Mark 4:11-12 And he said unto them, Unto you it is given to know the mystery of the kingdom of God: but unto them that are without, all these things are done in parables: 12 That seeing they may see, and not perceive; and hearing they may hear, and not understand; lest at any time they should be converted, and their sins should be forgiven them. (KJV)

Have you taken the time to ask Father what the mystery of the Gospel, or the mystery of the faith is? Have you diligently sought it out?

Ephesians 3:3-7 How that by revelation he made known unto me the mystery; (as I wrote afore in few words, 4 Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ) 5 Which in other ages was not made known unto the sons of men, as it is now revealed unto his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit; 6 That the Gentiles should be fellowheirs, and of the same body, and partakers of his promise in Christ by the gospel: 7 Whereof I was made a minister, according to the gift of the grace of God given unto me by the effectual working of his power. (KJV)

We read the scriptures, but we do not hear what they say. We will listen to what others think that the scriptures say, but we ourselves do not take the time that is necessary to study for Father’s approval. (However, most of us will study for man’s approval.) Only by taking the time to spend time with Father, will we be able to stand before the throne of God, with no reason to be ashamed. Why? Because we allow the Spirit of truth to lead us and guide us into all truth. By doing this, we then are able to rightly divide the Word of truth.

In these verses in Ephesians, Paul tells us quite clearly that the mystery was revealed to him. He goes on to tell us that the mystery is Christ.

Those that teach the Word of God, are supposed to hold fast the mystery of the faith in a pure conscience. Yet, how many of us comprehend what a pure conscience is?

1 Timothy 3:9 Holding the mystery of the faith in a pure conscience. (KJV)

2513  katharos- pure;  clean, pure  1) purified by fire  2) in a similitude, like a vine cleansed by pruning and so fitted to bear fruit  b) in a Levitical sense:  clean, the use of which is not forbidden, imparts no uncleanness  c) ethically:  1) free from corrupt desire, from sin and guilt 2) free from every admixture of what is false, sincere genuine  3) blameless, innocent  4) unstained with the guilt of anything.

We are to hold the mystery of the faith in a pure conscience! The mystery as Paul so clearly stated is Christ; Christ in you the hope of glory. How God was manifest in the flesh of Jesus of Nazareth; justified in the Spirit of Christ. For if any man hath not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of His. He was seen of angels! Preached unto the Gentiles! Received up into glory. Once this was accomplished, Father accepted the sacrifice that was placed before Him, and the Son was seated at His right hand.

We know that there is but one mediator between God and man, and that the man Christ Jesus. This is who gives us the ability to go boldly before the throne of grace in a time of need.

Have you presented Jesus Christ with enough evidence to place before the Father, that can convict you of being one of His? How much a part of your life is based on faith in the risen Saviour? We forget that faith can only come by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God.

We cannot be conformed to this world. We can only be transformed by allowing the Word of God to be the controlling force in our life. Is all that you do each day, based upon what Father asks of you in His Word?

If we do not have a working knowledge of God’s Word in our everyday life; in most instances, we will end up throwing gas on the fiery darts rather than extinguishing them with living waters. Out of your belly is supposed to flow rivers of life-giving waters. This is what will put out all of the lies of the devil. These living waters are for our use, as long as we abide in Christ.

How is your shield of faith doing this day?

That you may know Him, 
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