Gimme Lord, Gimme Gimme     v17n9
The other night, I watched an ABC News Special that was titled, "In The Name Of God". It was really quite amazing, to see what people expect from God. It seems, what we label as the successful in America, are the one's that give the people what they want, when they want it; not what they need. It is getting quite obvious, that we are so pampered, we expect God to cater to us, what we want when we want it, or we will not serve Him. Have we forgot who is in control?
"But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ." Phil. 3:7. KJV
What was most shocking, was the fact that all of these churches, were basing their success by what they had attained. How big their church is. How many people are in attendance. They no longer count it a privilege to know and serve Jesus Christ.
"Nay, I even reckon all things a pure loss because of the priceless privilege of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord." Phil. 3:7 Weymouth translation.

Maybe it is time that someone starts to preach the hell-fire and brimstone messages again.
I quite often hear people ask, how, we the church, have gone astray. After watching the T.V. special, several areas were quite obvious. We,(speaking for the greater  percentage), want God on our terms. We want all of the trimmings with our gospel. We want God to confirm our experiences with His Holy Spirit. We for the most part, do not consider it a priceless privilege to know and to serve Jesus Christ. We want miracles, signs, wonders, and everything else that will make us feel or look good.
If you will recall, this is what the children of Israel wanted. Could this be why they spent so many years in the wilderness? They wanted a God with power. One who would defeat their enemies. One who would part the sea, drown the enemy, and anything else that would make them appear prosperous. They wanted to look good! Isn't this the same problem that we have? We have so many things going in our lives in this present world, that unless we are going here or running there, we do not think we are doing anything for God.
"Behold, the days saith the Lord God, that I will send a famine in the land, not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but of hearing the words of the Lord." Amos 8:11 KJV
This is what is happening in our land. There is a famine in our land. People have become dull of hearing. They have no time to enter their prayer closet, shut the door, open their Bible, and study His Word to hear what the Father has to say. Be still, and know that He is God!
"And they shall wander from sea to sea, and from the North even to the East; they shall run to and fro to seek the word of the Lord, and shall not find it." Amos 8:12 KJV

We are constantly looking for new ideas and gimmicks that will make things easier for us. This even holds true for the Word of God. We go here and we go there, always wanting to hear from God. Notice, it says from sea to sea. Can you be refreshed from salt water? Yet, we keep going to all of these different meetings and places, and never stop to see if they are really giving life giving waters. What would happen if we would put all of this time and effort into our local congregation? What if it reached one more person? Have you forgotten how God reached us? It is a priceless privilege to know and serve Him.
"In that day shall the fair virgins and young men faint for thirst." Amos 8:13 KJV
After all of that running here, and going there, it says that they still faint for thirst. In all their running about, they never found the peace that passes all understanding. This is  what will keep our heart and mind in Christ Jesus. When we take the time to study for Father's approval, there is that peace that puts us totally to rest. You just know that you know, and living waters will flow.
When is the last time that you really asked God what He wants you to do? Did you really listen for an answer? Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God! It seems like we have forgot what Ephesians 6:10-20 talks to us about. Did we cut it out of our books?
Read Eph. 6:10-11. Paul starts out by addressing those that were yet remaining faithful to the Lord! He was reminding them from where their strength and power is! We must be kind of like the Galatians, we started out in the Spirit, but now are made perfect by the things that are manifest in the flesh.
Have we so soon forgotten, that God has already done everything possible for us to obtain  salvation, and to walk successfully in it? There is no more that God can do for us! We have to work out our own salvation with fear and trembling. He tells us to put on the whole armor of God! My Bible tells me that I am to put it on once. It says nothing about taking it off every night. 

We want to see signs and wonders, then we will follow. Yet, my Bible says that He will confirm His word with signs following. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life. If you are waiting for miracles in your life, could it be that you have 

missed the greatest one already?
We have to take what God has given us, and make a stand, according to His word. We have to have a firm foundation, one that is established on the Rock! How do we know? We have to know the truth. This is the foundation; knowing the truth of God's word. It is the foundation piece of the armor too. 

For God so loved you, (put your name in here), that he gave his only begotten Son. Do you really know Him? This is where the problem starts. We think we know Him, but we do not, at least not the way we should! We have a zeal for God, but not according to His 

knowledge. We fail to see and to hear who the Father calls Son! We fail to see and hear who the Son acknowledges to be! And all of this happens, because we do not take the time, (tithe), to study to show ourselves approved unto God, one that does not need to be ashamed!
We are more concerned with what will make us feel good and look good, rather than learning what will make us a better person for the glory of God. Our foundation has to be built upon the truth of His word. The fact, that God the Father gave his only Son, to pay our debt, that we might believe that the sacrifice that He made, was made so that we have access into His Kingdom, for anyone that will believe! His word is truth! He is the way, the truth and the life. No man comes to the Father except by Him!
Remember John 14:12? Do you know, or have you forgotten, what you can do, that is greater than what Jesus Christ did? What work would that be? Do you know? You shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free. Free from what? Romans 8:2, maybe?
How can we proceed any further, if we do not have a firm foundation? If we are not established in the truth, we will be moved about as a boat tossed by the strong sea. Trying to be thrown off course by every different wind of the doctrine. Being misled by their clever words, or their unstable teachings, which they are ready to use against 

us at any time.
It all comes back to knowing the Truth. I have to become rooted and grounded in the Word, so I will know my rights and authority when the devil attacks. I will know the truth well enough, to put God's Word on the scene, that the devil will have to flee for a season. His word is truth! If you continue in His word, then you are His disciples, and 

the truth will show you a path away from sin and death. We are to walk by faith, that ability which allows us to see and hear God's word. Not by the physical sense, which will take us down the wrong path.
To often, the church appears to me, to be like a spoiled little child, who sits in the corner and pouts, and/or throws a tantrum until they get things their way. This is what I want God, and if I do not get it, I will find some place that will give it to me my way.
When you become rooted and grounded in God's word, by establishing a firm foundation, it will free you from this kind of attitude. I can not find any place in my Bible, where Jesus Christ relied on anyone but the Father. His sole purpose was to please the Father. To speak only of the things he heard the Father speak. To do only the things he had seen the Father do. Don't you think, that it is time, that we, the church, get our priorities right? To find people who know the word, so we can establish a firm foundation?
Once we start to establish a firm foundation, on and in the truth of His word, then we will recognize the righteousness that has been made available to us. We will be able to recognize whose righteousness that it is!
"For he hath made him, who knew no sin, to be sin for us, that we might be made the righteousness of God in him." II Cor. 5:21 KJV
It is the breastplate of righteousness that covers the heart and all the other vital organs. However, did you notice in II Cor. 5:21, that it says “that we might be made”. His righteousness is not just handed to you on platter. You have to have an understanding of His word.
As you walk in His word, it will illuminate the path that we are to walk on. The path that leads us into His righteousness. Since Christ is the Word of God, as we walk in His word, we will emanate Christ from ourselves. This is what people should see in us. This is what they will see when we allow God's word to work through us. Is it Christ who the people see in you?
Isn't it time that we stop telling God what we want? Rather, let us make it the time in our life, that we ask Father what He would have us to do? You cannot serve God and  mammon. Have we forgot what a servant is?????????
That you may know Him 

In the service of Jesus Christ, 
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