A Firm Foundation     v17n8

Have you ever noticed, when they start construction on a new building, the process that transpires? If you have, the first thing that you notice is the excavation.
They dig the hole, so that they can set the footings, which are the basis for the foundation. It appears that they are working in and on that hole for the longest period of time. The reason for this is so that they can remove all obstacles that would interfere with, and/or cause harm to the foundation.They have to be sure roots, rocks and all such things are removed, and thus allowing a foundation that will last. (Do you recall the parable of the sower? Sound familiar?)  At the same time that they are preparing the footings, (foundation), they have to set the water and sewer lines, and plan for the 

electrical lines also. All these things are necessary to ensure that the structure will be usable by our standards. We try to be sure that it meets the purpose that it was designed for.
Once the foundation is set, it seems as if the rest of the construction goes so quick.  In a matter of days they have the walls up and are setting the trusses. Then the roof and the walls are enclosed, and they are setting the windows and doors. In what seems like a short time, we have this finished product.
Those of us that go and look at the finished house or building do not have much of a concept of what it took to bring the building to the present state, which we observe. We only see what is visible. We have to take someone's word that everything that we do not see is in proper working order. We have to believe the foundation that we cannot see, was done properly.
How much more, does all of this apply to us. We only go by what we see or hear. We go by the outward appearance of things. We have no idea, good or bad, of the foundation we ourselves have laid, or of those around us. We go by what other people tell us. Yet, we are not sure if what they tell us is really God's word. (You have to remember Satan used God's Word against Jesus Christ.) There is only one way that we can be sure of a good foundation. Do you know what it is??
Foundation  = that which is laid down; the natural or prepared ground on which a structure exists
II Cor. 5:17, "Therefore for the future we know no one simply as a man. Even if we have known Christ as a man, yet now we do so no longer. So that if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old state of things have passed away; a new state of thing has come into existence." Weymouth translation
Isaiah 28:16, "Well, this is the Lord's words: Here lay Zion's foundation, a rare and tested stone, secure and solid." Moffatt translation
Do you recall Matthew 16:13-20? Jesus Christ asked His disciples who they thought that He was. They gave Him many answers according to the flesh. The second time He was more specific. He asked Peter, Who say ye that I am? Peter replies, but not with an answer of the flesh and blood. His answer comes by revelation from the Father. Thou art the Christ, the Son of the Living God! It is upon this answer, Jesus Christ replied that He would build His Church. Against this revelation the gates of hell shall not prevail. It will give you the keys to unlock all the things that are hidden in his word.
What have we based our relationship with the Father on?  Is it according to man's word? Is this why we have three wise men standing by the manger? Or, do we base it upon what God's Word says, and do not add to it , nor take away from it?
Isn't this why Jesus Christ was constantly speaking out against the Scribes and the Pharisees? Had they not perverted God's Laws to their advantage? Who do we study to show ourselves approved to?
Do you recall John 4:5-26? Jesus Christ begins to speak to the woman that has come to the well. He asks her for a drink. This amazes her that a Jew would even speak to her, let alone ask her for something to drink. Before she can answer, He tells her that she should ask of Him a drink. In the physical, this kind of startled her, since the outward appearance told her that He had no visible means by which to accomplish this.
Next, He asks her to get her husband. She tells him that she does not have one. Jesus Christ replies that she has had five, and the one she is with now is not one. Sounds kind of like our searching for the Kingdom of God. Trying this religion and that religion, and yet, still not having found the bridegroom. (Matt. 25) You might say, ever learning and yet never able to arrive at the truth, An explanation of building on the wrong foundation. Even our present foundation might be the wrong one. If we do not know Jesus Christ, how can we be sure? (John 8:31-32)
Next, the woman asks Jesus Christ, why the differences in the places of worship? Jesus Christ explains how neither side is going to be right, since a change was about to take place. Then, He tells us, the true worshiper, will worship the Father in Spirit and in truth. (John 17:17) These are those who the Father seeks. It is a must! Then, the woman alludes to the Messiah, who is called Christ. Note His reply in verse 26. "I that speak unto thee am He.
Is our foundation based upon the word of God, or on what others have told us? Have we really taken the time to hear what the Father is speaking to us? Faith can only come by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God. We have to remember that God has dealt to each and every person that will believe the measure of faith. It is up to each of us as individuals, what kind of foundation we will build upon. God can not, and will not force you to study His word. You have to study to show yourself approved to the Father. You cannot ride someone else's coat tails into the Kingdom of God.
Isaiah 28:16 says a tried stone, a precious cornerstone, a sure foundation; this is what we are to build upon.

Are you aware of all the scriptures in the Old Testament that show the revelation of Christ, His only begotten Son? Those that refer to the Son that was given? We have to realize and understand whom it was that came down from heaven. Who it was that made the perfect sacrifice. This has to be our foundation. Is it yours?
This is why we do not operate on hearsay evidence. Just because we hear something, does not make it right, let alone make it the Father's word. We, as individuals, have to search the scriptures, to be sure what we hear is in line with God's Word. We have to study to show ourselves worthy of the Father's approval.
There are many ways that we can end up with a faulty foundation. We are not always aware of what we have heard and acted upon. We take someone's word, and act upon it, not knowing if what they said is in line with God's word. It sounded good. Remember the saying, God helps those who help themselves? So many people think that it is in the Bible. I have never found it in mine. So, why do we hear Christians quote it?
There is only one foundation according to God's Word.   There is only one foundation that will not crumble. Jesus Christ, the Son of the Living God! This is the Rock that we are to use as our cornerstone. This will give us a firm foundation. It is the foundation that the gates of hell cannot prevail against. Any other foundation will not stand up.  Not because I say so, but because the Word of God says so.
Phil. 2:5-8, Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus, who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal to God, but made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men; and being in the fashion as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient unto death, even to the death of the cross. KJV
Let this mind be in you, the same one that was in Jesus Christ! The same one that allowed Jesus Christ to be in full compliance with the will of the Father at all times. His mind was constantly being renewed with His Fathers words. He did not allow any other thoughts or actions to take up residence in His mind. He tossed out any thought that tried to exalt itself against His Father. He was tempted in every manner as we are, and yet He sinned not! He showed us that it could be done. This is why He sends His Holy Spirit, to lead us to the truth. 

He took upon him the form of a servant. He was born of the flesh, born of a virgin. How? By the power of the Holy Spirit, that is how. The word was made flesh. We can see the importance of John 3:3-8. We must be born again. We have to be born of the water and of the Spirit, to see or enter the Kingdom of God.  We have to be born of the flesh; a person, as was Jesus of Nazareth; and of the Holy Spirit, as was Jesus Christ of Nazareth. This is why Romans 8:9 says, "Now if any man hath not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of His."
Note, that it says any man, not all except one. It is plain; it is the truth.
This is why Paul writes in Col. 1:15, "Who is the image of the invisible God, the first-born of all creation." Jesus Christ has shown us the way into His Father's Kingdom. He has shown us that it is possible, when we build upon the right foundation.
Now let us go back and look at Phil. 2:9-11. "Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name. That at the name of Jesus, every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth, and that every tongue should confess that Jesus  Christ is Lord, to the glory of God, the Father." KJV
That at the name of Jesus, every knee should bow. When we begin to see and understand God's plan for salvation, we are able to understand how the Father did accomplish it through Jesus of Nazareth. How the Spirit of God was with Him and in Him from the moment of conception. And, this, He did by keeping His mind renewed daily by the Word of God. Thus, he was able to be obedient, obedient even unto the death of the cross. This is why every knee should bow (flesh), to acknowledge what Jesus of Nazareth accomplished by the Spirit of God.
Every tongue should confess, but not every tongue will.  Out of the abundance of the heart, the mouth speaks. The tongue lets everyone know what is our heart. If we are born-again of the Spirit of Christ, we recognize how Jesus of Nazareth accomplished the victory. And, because of this, we will give praise, glory and honor to the Father, for sending to us, His only Son. Upon this revelation, Christ, the Rock, His church will be built. (If any man hath not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of His.)
Since we are not sure of our foundation, is it any wonder as to the questions the church faces today. Was, or was not Jesus of Nazareth a man? Was He born of a virgin? If so, how did she conceive? After conception, did the Holy Spirit leave Jesus until the baptism of John at the river Jordan? If this is the case, how did He live a life without sin? Do we only pray in the name of Jesus?
These are all questions that we should ask ourselves. These are questions that we need answers too. Where will we get our answers? The only sure way that I know is by going to God's Word, to see what Father has to say about it.

Let us for a moment take a look at Saul's conversion.  (Acts 9:1-22) We can see the power of God confront Saul.  Those with him could hear a voice, but saw no man. Paul, upon opening his eyes could not see. Yet, when Ananias was obedient, the scales were removed from Paul's eyes. (Maybe the veil done away in Christ.) Notice, that immediately Paul preaches Christ!!! Look at Acts 17:10-15. How, did Paul preach Christ? He had not yet his epistles. How or what did the Bereans study, to see if it was so?
We have to remember that the Jews did not have a problem with Jesus of Nazareth. It was when He acknowledged that He was Christ, that their feathers got ruffled. Most of the cults of today acknowledge Jesus of Nazareth. They believe he was a great man or a great prophet. The problem arises when you bring in Christ, the Son of the Living God.  Then, division arrives in full force. Shouldn't this tell us something?
Paul used the Old Testament to prove Christ. Just look at what Paul writes in I Cor. 10:4, "And they all drink the same spiritual drink; for they drink of that spiritual Rock which followed them, and the Rock was Christ." (Matt. 16:13-20)
As we search the Old Testament to prove out Christ, we can see many scriptures that give reference to Him and to the salvation He would bring. We can see that Christ had no beginning that He had no end. Yet, we can see that Jesus of Nazareth, the man, had a beginning, but will have no end.
How did Jesus of Nazareth live a victorious life? Remember Phil. 2:5, "Let this mind be in you, which also is in Christ Jesus." Look at Romans 12:2, "And be not conformed to this world, but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God." 

The only way Jesus of Nazareth could lead a victorious life, was to be lead by the Spirit of God into all truth, by knowing the power of God's Word. Then, putting it into reality every day of His life. Man does not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God. This is how Jesus Christ lived a life that brought us a victory we can partake in. We have to be as eager with God's word, as we would be to sit down to a seven-course dinner at the best restaurant in town.
The word was made flesh, and dwelt among us. He took upon the form of a servant. The Spirit of Christ, brought life in the form of Jesus of Nazareth. It was this life (the Spirit) that enabled Him to know what the perfect will of Father was, for each and every situation that He was confronted with. We, to, are to renew our minds each and every day.. How do we do this? By studying His word, and seeking His approval.
Psalm 118:22-24, "The stone which the builders refused is become the head of the corner. This is the Lord's doing; it is marvelous in our eyes. This is the day that the Lord hath made; we will rejoice and be glad in it." KJV

When will we rejoice? The day that we recognize the stone that the builders rejected, Jesus Christ. The day we hear the Father reveal to us who His Son is! The Son of the Living God, the Christ, and upon this Rock He will build His church. The Rock that the builders rejected! Will you reject Him too??
Deuteronomy 32:3-4, "Because I will proclaim the name of the Lord; ascribe ye greatness unto our God. He is the Rock, his work is perfect; for all His ways are just; a God of truth and without iniquity; just and right is he." KJV (Also note verses 15 & 18)
Do we lightly esteem the Rock of our salvation? Do we fail to give him the praise and honor that is due him? Do we fail to recognize the fullness of His redemptive act? How it must hurt Him, when our tongues do not confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God, the Father!
Note verse Deut 32:18. “Of the Rock that begot thee, thou art unmindful, and hast forgotten who formed thee”. When we neglect Christ, the truth and the Word of God, what happens to our minds? What happens to anyone who neglects the Word of God?
Especially true in today's world, when we have so many distractions to lead us away from the Truth. Even, we the church, will praise the name of Jesus, but of the Rock, Christ, we are unmindful. We forget that if any man be in Christ, he is a new creation. We have forgot how God formed us. We have left our first love! 

Daniel 2:34-35, talks about the stone cut without hands. On what it fell, it ground to powder. Do you recall what happened to those who the stumbling stone falls on? If it was not cut with hands, how did it happen?
Zech. 4:6-7, "Not by might, not by power, but by my Spirit saith the Lord." We have to be able to come to understanding on how and why God does everything. This is why the church today is in so much turmoil. We have put our faith in Jesus. We pray in the name of Jesus. We worship in the name of Jesus. We cast out spirits in the name of Jesus, Have we forgotten who Christ is? Or, do we really know and understand who Christ is? Not by might, not by power, but by my Spirit saith the Lord!
Read Mark 12:1-12. Notice all the servants that were sent, were either persecuted or killed. Note verse 6. Having yet one son, he sent him, his well beloved. It does not say born, He sent him. Isaiah 9:6, a child is born, a son is given. Do you know who is the son that is given? This is whom they rejected, and do so yet unto this day. They did not reject Jesus of Nazareth, they rejected the cornerstone, Christ.
This is why John in his epistles, speaks of the anti-Christ. Not anti-God, not anti-Jesus, but anti-Christ.  Could this be the possible explanation to Luke 12:10? The unforgivable sin is blasphemy of the Holy Spirit! You can sin against the son of man that will be forgiven. But blasphemy against the Holy Spirit, you are in trouble.
Read Eph. 2:19-22. As you read into chapter 3, you see how that the mystery of the Gospel, is the stone that the builders rejected, the cornerstone of God's plan for salvation.
We can plainly see how God uses the foolish things of the world to confound the wise. He uses those of us that appear weak, to confound those things that do appear to be mighty. Will you allow God to use you?
The world considers us, (those who follow Jesus Christ), to be foolish, because we

follow a God, who was put to death on a cross. We have no physical proof to show that

He is alive. Foolishness to the wise of this world. A stumbling block to the Jews, those

who are still awaiting the Messiah!

Are you still waiting? Upon what, will you lay the foundation of your faith? If they had known who He was, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory!!! How sure are you of your foundation???????????
That you may know Him 

In the service of Jesus Christ,
Larry Gazelka 

