Leaving So Soon!     v17n37

Fall, for most Montanan's, it is hunting time. Time to fill the freezer with this year's supply of fresh vittles. The time of year, all hunters are eager to make it back into hunting camp. What most do not stop to consider, is how did camp get there? What kind of effort is and was necessary to get the camp set up?
In our Christian walk, the same is very true. We see people who are established in the Word. They know who and what they are in Jesus Christ. We would like to be just like them. What we do not stop to realize, is how much time and effort it took to get their life to that point. We observe the end result and think how neat and efficient they are. We fail to comprehend the study and prayer time necessary to get to that point.
Let's start back at the beginning of hunting camp! We have to come up with a plan. Where will camp be? We have to come up with a location, one in a good area, which is sheltered from the winter winds. We should have fresh, clean water close with good accessibility!
Now, for the structure: You have to come up with a tent. One that will withstand the harsh ever changing conditions of the mountains. How big will it be? How many people will it accommodate? What will the sleeping conditions be? Will we sleep on the ground, or will we bring in cots?
We will need a heat and cooking source. So, how big of a wood stove do we bring in? How much of a wood supply do we need? What kind of cooking and eating utensils do we bring in? So many decisions, so many choices. We have to determine how much food will be brought into camp. How much and what flavors, so we will be able to please and satisfy everyone? Will it spoil if it is not kept cool? Will it spoil if it freezes? More decisions, more choices!
As soon as hunting season starts, everyone wants to be a part of it. So, who gets to use camp, how much or how little? More choices, more decisions! What a superb illustration of our Christian life and walk this is. Everyone wants to use the completed camp. (I'm sure many would have liked to use Noah's ark.) Yet, not many realize what it took to get it to the usable state.
How many of us remember Matthew 20:1-16? Those who labored till the end of the workday received their reward of a day's wages. But, they had to work till the end of the day! It did not matter when they joined the team, as long as they were there at the completion of the workday! Why don't people stay until the work is done? Paul tells us, that if we finish the course, and fight the good fight of faith, then we will receive the reward. But, we have to finish the course!
In hunting camp, what kind of food will we use? It has to be somewhat convenient, yet, nutritious and able to sustain life. It has to be storable from +70'F to -25'F. More choices, more decisions! 

In our Christian walk, we have to choose a diet of God's Word that will sustain us, and cause us to grow (Give us this day our daily bread.) It has to be sound doctrine. It can not be moldy bread. We, have to study God's Word, seeking His approval only! If, we do not learn to hear Fathers voice, how will we ever know when we have His approval?
Jesus Christ said, that His sheep hear His voice (His words are spirit, and they are life!). God is not a man that He should lie. If He tells us that we will hear His voice, we will! But, if we do not know His Word, how will we know His voice?
Man does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes forth from Father's mouth. You can only get to know Father, through His Word. He gave it to us for our advantage.
Faith, (our ability to trust and believe God), is only developed by hearing Father's voice, and giving ear to what He is telling us. Giving God your undivided attention. You have to become familiar with the Word of God. It can not be what you have seen others do, or mimic what you have heard others say. It has to be what you have developed from your conversations with God. You have to take the time to blow the dust off your Bible. Open it up, and ask Father to instruct you in His Word, by the Holy Spirit. If you ask, He will do 

it! 

We have to confess with our mouth, after truly believing in our hearts, what Father has done for us, through the obedience of His Son, Jesus Christ!

Just, as hunting camp is a gathering point for those of the same purpose, the same should be true, when we gather together as believers. We have to be as they were at the day of Pentecost, of one mind and one accord. We have to be gathered together for the purpose of conversing with Father. To have Him give us instructions on what He would have us do this day.
We have to continue in the Word, the pure Word of God! We have to continually study so that every breeze or wind of doctrine that blows through will not move us. (We, here in Montana, know the wind.) 

When we know Father's voice, we will not depart from the truth. We will know what His Word says, and we will not be moved or impressed with the fables. I do not want to hear what someone thinks they have heard Father say. If they are teaching it, or preaching it, they had better be ready to bet their spiritual life on it! (Father keeps very thorough records.) They will give account of every word not employed by the Kingdom of God. 

I do not want to hear stories. I want to hear the truth of God's Word. This is what will feed my spirit man. This is what will cause my shield of faith to develop and grow, so that I shall be able to extinguish every flaming lie that the devil throws at us. Remember that you have to take the shield of faith! No one else can hold it up for you. Your developed knowledge of God's Word (living waters) is what will extinguish the fiery darts. It will expose all of the fables for what they are, lies from the father of lies!
In the woods, a compass will be able to keep you from getting lost, if you have taken the time to know how to use it! You have to believe that the little dial in front of you is telling you the truth.
Sounds just like the Bible, doesn't it? Yet, many hunters will not look at their compass until they are totally unsure of where they are. We do not take the time to read the Word, until we are knee deep in the alligators, and then proceed to tell the Lord how He has failed us. We never go back to the Word, until we have strayed from the strait and narrow path. Just as a compass is mostly used on a cloudy day or night, the same is true for most of us in the Word. We never have enough time for the Word, until we have gotten out of the Son light.
Paul tells us, "some will depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits and doctrines of devils; speaking lies in hypocrisy." I Tim 4:1-2. Others, Paul tells us, "will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; and they shall turn their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables." II Tim 4:3-4.
If, you were lost in the woods, and you came upon someone else who was also lost, would you ask him for directions or advice? Yet, we do this constantly in our spiritual walk. We seek counsel and advice from those who are just as lost as we are. But since they have the latest style hunting equipment, we think they will have the answers. 

You can go and live in a barn for a full month, and, at the end of that time, does it make you a cow? Just because some people appear to be religious, does not mean that it is so, "My people perish for lack of knowledge." Whose people perish? Why? They depart from the faith, because they no longer listen to God's Word, but fables from the storytellers. It sounds good, and looks better; seems to be the motto of those "seeking an experience". 

God's people perish, because they do not take the time to study His Word and allow it to become a part of their life. We have too many commitments to and for everything else, than to have time to read and heed God's Word. God's Word has to become a way of life for us, not just something that we apply one or two hours a week, when everyone else is watching. 

They depart from the faith, because they have not developed a trusting relationship with Father. They do not believe that "He is" their total source. They think, that hard work, a college education, and all the other such things, are what make you a success. Then, why should His people perish for lack of knowledge?
Paul, in Romans 10, tells us that even devout Jews had a zeal for God, BUT not according to knowledge! You can have a yearning and a love for God in your heart, but, if it is not based in and on His Word, it is all for naught! 

So much of what is being taught in the "church" today, is nothing but a bunch of fables. Since we never go back to the Bible to check out what the preacher says how can we ever be sure it is God's Word?
Have you ever noticed how all of Paul's epistles, except the Philippians, address problems that had developed in the early churches? He attempts to warn them of the bad teachings and false doctrines that were starting to infiltrate the church. Do you really believe that we are all that much better than they were? Do you really think that times have changed?  One thing that we fail to realize, that one of the main signs of the end times, is the great falling away. Why isn't this being preached about?
Without a firm foundation in the Word, we will be enticed away from the truth. Philosophies, meditations, and all the other "New Age" nonsense will start to be taught in the local assemblies. We will think that it makes us more appealing. That we will be reaching out to more people.
The word says to come out from among them and to be separate, to rid ourselves of the unclean thing. If we would spend as much time meditating in the Word of God, as we did all of this other nonsense, we would not be led astray. We would not be seeking directions from someone else who is lost.
"This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth, but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein; for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success." Joshua 1:8 KJV, Meditate here!
"Thy words were found, and I did eat them, and thy word was unto me the joy and rejoicing of mine heart; for I am called by thy name, O Lord God of hosts." Jeremiah 15:16 KJV
"Blessed is the man who walketh not in the council of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful. But his delight is in the law of the Lord; and in his law doth he meditate day and night. And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth its fruit in its season; its leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper." Psalms 1:1-3 KJV
My meditation is to be in and on the Word of God. Church, we have to wake up! We have failed to hear the warnings Jesus Christ gave us. The devil would come as a wolf in sheep's clothing. He has infiltrated the church, because he is a good (hypocrite) actor. If we do not know the Word of God, how will we ever be able to spot the impostors?
I can recall that in the Marine Corps boot camp, the most despised (unpopular) person was the Drill Instructor (DI). Most of what he told you was not fun, not even remotely close to being fun. But, the fact was, that, if we learned what he was attempting to teach us; if we took to heart what he was trying to instill in us, it increased our odds of survival in combat, (as well as those around us). 

Being a true Christian in today's world is not a popular decision. "All that will live godly in Jesus Christ shall suffer persecution." It is kind of like being the Marine Corps DI. When he did his job properly, almost everyone hated him. We never realized how important his job was until months or years later. (I must have listened a little, to make it through two tours in Vietnam.)
By holding fast our profession of faith, some will come to knowledge of the truth. You may never be an eyewitness to it, but, being a part of team Jesus Christ, should be reward enough. 

We fail to realize and understand what time period Paul's ministry covers. His entire preaching ministry covers approximately 35 years. His epistles being written in the last 15 years. Where and what happened to Paul's other 20 years in the ministry?
Remaining faithful and serving God will not be a "popular" decision. In this world it is one of the toughest things that you will do. But, one thing that I can guarantee you is that the benefits are out of this world. 

     Some shall depart from the faith! 

     Some shall no longer endure sound doctrine! 

     Some shall turn to fables! 

     Some shall heap to themselves false teachers! 

Is everything you know, acquired from someone else's experiences, or from your own first-hand knowledge? Is your knowledge and relationship with God based on someone else's experiences or on your own conversations with Father?
God gave us apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors and teachers. Not so that they could control and manipulate you, but, rather, to teach us how to communicate with Father on a personal basis.
Won't you stick around a while longer? Things are just starting to get interesting...... 

That you may know Him, 

In the Service of Jesus Christ 

Larry Gazelka
WORD CORNER 

"Death and life are in the power of your tongue,"  Proverbs 18:21
Fable - idle story or falsehood, to speak falsely or untruthfully 

