A Fireside Chat!     v17n35

"Also, when ye pray, you must not be like the hypocrites, for they like to stand and pray in the synagogues and at the street corners, as to be seen by men; I tell you truly, they do get their reward. When you pray, go into your room and shut the door, pray to your Father who is in secret, and your Father who sees what is secret will reward you. Do not pray by idle rote of pagans, for they suppose that they will be heard the more they say; you must not copy them; your Father knows your needs before you ask Him." Matt 6:5-8 Moffatt Translation
When I was a young child, on my way home from grade school, I would stop by my grandfather's house. As soon as I would get there, he would ask me if I would like to sit on his lap, and then tell him about my day. If it had been a rough one, he would make it all seem so much better. If the day had been a good one, he would share my joy. This is the kind of relationship that Father wants to have with us. He wants us to have the confidence and trust, to share our highs and the lows of each day with Him. If lows, He will fill in the valleys. He will comfort us, and show us a way to victory.
How often have you left your prayer closet, with a total peace, peace that passes all understanding? This should be the norm, not the exception. How do we get there? What do we do different?
Do you remember the Newsletter, "What is Worship?" Worship is our intense love affair with God. I will do anything and everything to please Him. He is the highlight of my day, week, and month, of my life. How do I tell God of my love for Him? I go to the throne of grace, and sit on Father’s lap, and tell Him about my day. My conversing with Father is my prayer.
Prayer - conversation with God
Prayer, is my intimate conversation with the one who I worship, God. It is my personal time with Him. I share my entire intimate thoughts and ideas with Him, during these talks. These are precious times. These are special times. These are times we share together. Remember that we are to pray without ceasing. Our goal is to have a never-ending dialogue with Father. We are not to be as the hypocrites are.
Hypocrites - act under an assumed character; stage player
A hypocrite is a stage player. He is putting on an assumed role, for those who will give him an audience. His pay is whatever he can exact from the audience. The better his act, the more he can exact. This is the Lord's analysis of the religious leaders. He shows and explains their lack of sincerity. He points out their acting ability, and their craving for an audience. Every actor knows the better the performance, the better the wages. (Even in the world, the best actors get paid the best wages. Their personal life is not real important.) This was the case in the religious circles then; and the same is still true today.
Hypocrisy - acting out an imaginary part 

If we would really take a close look at the religious circles around us, we would be able to observe all of the roles that these people are playing. The Bible, is not a real way of life to them. It is a make believe world. They have become great pretenders.
If our conversations (prayers) with God were from the heart, we would be seeing more results in our gatherings, in our "church", in our cities, in our states, in our country, in our world. Take a close look at the agendas that rule our political circles today. Where is God? But, since our gatherings in the "church" are off the mark, it causes a chain reaction that affects everyone and everything down the line. No one wants to speak the truth. No one wants to tell it like it is!
Read Matthew 23:13-39, before going on.
Only a person, who really loves you, will tell you the truth about where you are, and where you are headed for. "But woe unto you scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For ye shut-up the kingdom of heaven against men; for ye neither go in yourselves, neither permit them that are entering to go in." Matt 23:13 KJV Have you ever stopped to really hear what Jesus Christ was saying to the religious leaders?
Woe - grief; sorrow; affliction
He declares the woes against the religious leaders. Why, because they would not teach the truth of the kingdom of God. They would not teach the scriptures that expound on and lead to Christ, the Messiah. They did not understand the scriptures themselves, so how could they instruct those who were truly searching. Since they were only actors, or bit players, the only role they could teach the people, was their own false interpretation of the "Bible".
What happened in the Gospels when Jesus Christ preached the truth? Did the religious leaders accept him? Did they welcome Him with open arms and tell Him to come and teach in the temple? NOT HARDLY! Everything that Jesus Christ teaches was contrary to what they taught. Have times changed? Isn't the same true, yet today?
In the world, if we break the law, and get caught, we usually have to hire a lawyer. If we have a lot of money, we can hire a "good" lawyer. He tells us what to say. How to say it. What mannerisms to use. What to wear. In reality, he has made you an actor. If he has taught you to be a creditable actor, there are good odds that you will be cleared of the charges. In your heart, you will know that you are guilty, but the world will see you as innocent.
If, you do not know Jesus Christ, then the devil is your advocate. Since he is the father of all lies, he will teach you to become an expert liar.
I can think back to when I was a small boy. When I would get in trouble, there was always a tendency to lie, so as not to be punished. Yet, for the majority of the time, the truth would prevail. Yet, I can remember my parent's response. They would say, "Where did you learn to lie? We have not taught you that way!" They did not know Jesus Christ! How could they teach the truth, if they did not know the way? John 14:6.
Without an understanding of Jesus Christ, (Isaiah 9:6), and a personal relationship with Him, how can anyone expect to know the truth, let alone teach it? No man can approach the Father, without going through Jesus Christ. I Tim 2:5.
This is the same deception of the scribes and the Pharisees that Jesus Christ is illustrating to us in Matthew23. This is why He describes them as actors, or stage players. They have learned their parts well. They know how to dress, what to say and where to say it. And by repetition, they attempt to get you to be imitators of them.
Did you notice that the kingdom of God is shut to them and their followers?
They, (them and their followers) can not gain entrance into God's Kingdom, and they stop those who are attempting to stay on the strait and narrow path! If you are blind, you are not able to see. If you are not able to see, how are you able to lead anyone else, since you are in the dark constantly? Yet, the religious leaders are blind to the message of Jesus Christ. He is the only way. He is the truth. He is the only way of and into eternal life. Remember, you have to be born-again, to see or enter the kingdom of God John 3:3-8.
God has laws that we have to abide by. God's Kingdom operates by these laws, whether you want to believe them or not. You can deny them. You do not have to believe them, but they will continue, as they do to this day Psalms 119:89-93.

"For what if some did not believe? Shall their unbelief make the faith of God without effect?" Romans 3:3 KJV
God's ability to believe His word, is far greater than your ability to doubt His word. God's Word is the final authority. No one can change that. You can not change His rules. Satan tried, why not ask him what happened! 

"Woe unto you scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For ye devour widows’ houses, and for a pretense make long prayers; therefore, ye shall receive the greater damnation." Matthew 23:14 KJV 

What is the price of admission that these religious leaders charge? Whatever they can exact from their audience. They will use whatever means to exact all that they are able to, from whomever will listen. It takes quite an actor, to pull-off being a WOLF in sheep's clothing. Can you imagine the effort that that would take?
Pretense - signifying the assuming of something so as to disguise one's real motives
"For a pretense make long prayers." The more they can keep you occupied with outward signs and observances, the less opportunity of you seeing the truth, and 

being set free. This is why they need all of the rituals, songs, and pre-established prayers. It keeps you in bondage. Only the truth can set you free. Thus, they have to keep the truth away from you.
The better their disguises, the better they can hide their motives and intentions. The better these stay hid, the more people they can get to follow and support them. They prey on widows, the ones without leadership, without any spiritual leadership. Those who have lost someone, thus is making them more vulnerable and easy to be led astray.
"Having a form of godliness, but denying the power of it; from such turn away. For of this sort are they who creep into houses, and lead captive silly women laden with sins, led away with various lusts, ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth." II Tim 3:5-7 KJV
This is the end result when men become lovers of their own selves. They boast, want more of everything, and it does not matter at whose expense. They are wolves in sheep's clothing. A wolf, when hungry, will look for the weaker ones. It will single those out and feast on the weak ones. Once his strength is up, then, he will kill for sport and pleasure.
What is the penalty for leading one of God's children away? Do we ever really weigh the price for being a teacher of the Word of God? Are you sure of what you teach? Are you sure that it is from the throne of God? Or, perhaps it is from someone else's book, which wants you to believe what they have to say.
If we were truly following Jesus Christ, we would find that there is enough in His last will and testament to last us a lifetime of studying. "All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable." II Tim 3:16.
Profitable – advantage
Studying the Word is for my advantage. It opens my eyes to the truth of the Word, so the impostors will not lead me astray.
The teachers that are truly from God Almighty are able to hear from heaven, and share with you the heavenly manna. They are able to pour out to you rivers of living waters. Waters pure and refreshing.
Out of our bellies should be flowing rivers of living water; out from our inner man. But, for this to happen, we have to be born-again. It can not be an act. It can not be a story. It has to be the real thing, Jesus Christ, who is living and abiding in you. Anything less, is a cheap impostor, a wolf in sheep's clothing. A stage actor and he is wanting to charge you admission to his production. All it costs, is your spiritual life! Let no man despise thy youth, but be thou an example of the believers.
That you may know Him, 

In the service of Jesus Christ 

Larry Gazelka
WORD CORNER 
Study - (dictionary) act or process of acquiring by ones own efforts knowledge of a subject
(Greek) as in "Study to show thyself approved unto God." 

Study - to exert oneself, endeavor, diligence
"Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the Word of Truth." II Tim 2:15 KJV
"and much study is a weariness to the flesh." Eccl 12:12 KJV
"Let the Word of Christ dwell in you richly." Col 3:16 KJV

If we will exert ourselves to study the Word of Christ, we will have rivers of living water to give to the thirsty world. Take some time with Him today, and everyday!!!
Death and life, are in the power of your tongue!! Prov 18:21 KJV 

