Reflections     V17n31

"But prove yourselves obedient to the message, and do not be mere hearers of it, imposing a delusion upon yourselves. For if anyone listens but does not obey, he is like a man who carefully looks at his own face in a mirror. Although he has looked carefully at himself he goes away, and has immediately forgotten the sort of man he is. But he who looks closely into the perfect law - the law of freedom - and continues looking, he being not a hearer who forgets, but an obedient doer, will as a result of his obedience be blessed." James 1:22-25 Weymouth
Reflect - to bend or cast back; to give back a likeness or image of as a mirror does
Mirror - a polished or smooth substance (as of glass) that forms images by Reflection
As we go about our walk through life, we often forget what our purpose is, according to the message of grace. We are no longer mindful of what Father has asked of us. We have lost the enthusiasm that we once had, when we were first born-again (John 3:3-8). We have not allowed the light of the glorious gospel continue to shine out of us. We, become poor reflections of the Word of God.
For the most part, we hear Father's words. We think that they sound good, for awhile. Then, when we are able to realize, serving God is not a popular decision, we do nothing more with the Word. We allow our garden of knowledge to become choked out.
Understand - to put together, to comprehend
"Now, listen to the parable of the sower. When anyone hears the word of the Realm and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what has been sown in his heart; that is the man who is sown on the road. As for him who is sown "on stony soil" that is the man who hears the word and accepts at once with enthusiasm; he has no root in himself, he does not last, but, when the word brings trouble and persecution, he is at once repelled. As for him who is sown "among thorns" that is the man who listens to the word, but the worry of the world and the delight of being rich choke the word; so it proves unfruitful." Matt 13:18-22 Weymouth
Our physical man is to be a reflection of what the condition of our spiritual man is. Our reflection of the spiritual man, is the garden that everyone else observes. Are we giving those around us a good selection of what God has for them? Have we taken time to understand what we have heard? Do we become doers of the Word, no matter what others might have to say?
Out of the abundance of the heart, the mouth speaks. Our words will tell the world around us, what our spiritual status is.  We can wear all kinds of nifty clothes, drive fancy cars, or buy big houses, to try to conceal where our heart is; but our words will reveal our true spiritual status.
Parallel - something essentially similar to another, to correspond to 

Our spiritual world and physical run parallel to each other. They are always a reflection of what the other is doing. The spiritual side is the side that God sees. The physical side is the side that most of those around us see.
Doer - performer, to act upon
This is why we need to be doers of the Word. Our problems always start, when we become dull of hearing. Faith can only be developed, by stopping what you are doing, and giving audience to what the message of Christ tells us.
People often ask me, if I have anything else to talk about besides the Word of God. What else is there? It is a matter of life and death.
This is why we need to become guided by the Spirit of God at all times. To walk by faith (Word) and not by sight (physical). The Word is supposed to be my guiding light, not some TV show. If I want to be sure I am walking on a firm foundation, I have to use proper materials. My construction has to be done properly and in order. Line upon line; line upon line, precept upon precept. There can be no room for error.
If our steps are to be sure, we have to be prepared in the Good News. We have to have a working knowledge of the Word of God. Not just what we think we have heard once or twice a week, but rather that which we put into use, each and everyday of my life. 

If the doctor gives us a prescription, and, he tells us that we have to take this pill every day if we want to live, will you take the pill every day? You know you will. Well, we have the "Gospill". It needs to be taken each and every day of our life, if we want to continue to live spiritually. When we forget, reflections of the "old man" begin to appear, until we get back on the proper medication, "The Word". 

What kind of reflection are you casting? Does it even matter to you?
Paul tells us that he was in a constant battle to keep his body in subjection to the spirit. He had to work (doer) at keeping his body and its actions in total conformity to the Word.
Studying the Word is hard enough. Then, to have and take it and put it onto practice is still even more difficult. We become concerned with what others might say or think. We let all of these thoughts and imaginations start to run wild. This is why Paul tells us to cast down those thoughts and imaginations that would try to overthrow our working knowledge of the Word of God. It should not matter to me what others say or think. My total purpose should be in pleasing Father.
We are pilgrims. We are on a journey through this world. Our destination is heaven. I am not of this world. Even though I journey in the flesh, I have to remember that it is the spirit that gives light to where I should walk. It illuminates the proper path for my journey.
Have you ever looked across a pool of water and observe a reflection? Depending on the conditions at the time, will determine how clear of a picture we will observe, Wind, rain, hail, light, all will have an affect on what the reflected image is that we see. The more interference's on the pool, the more distorted the reflection becomes.
This is why we have to be rooted and grounded in the Word of God. Otherwise, every changing wind of doctrine that comes along will cause a distortion in the truth. If it causes me to error, it will also cause those that are watching me to error also.
Just as the ripples will cause distortion, we forget that those ripples will effect the whole pond. They will continue all the way across, causing disturbances until they totally dissipate. Ripples can be compared to our example. Examples of either, actions people see, or words that they hear us speak. How clear of a reflection of the Word am I?
When we look in the mirror, and forget what we have seen, we are operating in the flesh, rather than in the spirit. We are walking by sight, rather then by faith. We are more concerned with what those around us think, rather than what Father thinks.
When we become "doers" of the Word, we have become determined to build upon "the Rock". We want a firm foundation (Matt 7:24-27) that will not be swayed or moved by any outside influences. If disturbances arise (Matt 8:23-27), I have one residing in me, who is greater than any storm. By His Word, the storms will be calmed, and the peace of God which passes all understanding, will prevail. Not, because I say so, but because Jesus Christ tells me so! Greater is He that is in me, than he that is in the world.
What kind of reflection will you cause today?????
That you may know and serve Him, 

In the Service of Jesus Christ 
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Chance - 1) the happening of events; fortune; hap 

               2) something  that befalls as the result of unknown or unconsidered forces; a mishap 

               3) that which happens to one
Do you want to take a chance on Salvation? Do you want to take a chance on eternity?
"Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God." John 3:3 KJV

"Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God." John 3:5 KJV

"For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?" Mark 8:36 KJV

Can you just take a chance on the kingdom of God? Does it just happen? You have to choose!!
Sometimes, we may think those things just happen. Death and life are in the power of the tongue. It is not just per chance, that our words cause injury. Our words are our servants, whether you believe it or not. 

