Heed the Call!     V17n30

What would your response be, if your doctor's office just called you, and informed you that you had cancer? They could not tell you how long you would live. They could not tell you how fast it was spreading, but to get your things in order.
Your thoughts would run the whole spectrum. How did I get it? Did I eat something not good for me? Was it caused from where I work? You would have a million questions, but how many answers?
What if the phone call from the doctor's office was to tell you that you tested positive for HIV, would your response be any different?
With the second situation, we would also have to be concerned with who else we might have infected. It would leave us with a whole new list of questions for self-examination.
In today's world, these two examples above are happening at an alarming rate. In most cases, it effects someone we know.
The thing that we do not take into account, is the fact that the physical world, and the spiritual world are parallels. What happens in the physical realm, is a direct result from what is happening in the spiritual realm.
The Lord himself warned us, that the last days should be as the days of Noah. They were eating, drinking, and giving in marriage. They did not have time to hear Noah's warning. They were too busy satisfying the flesh to hear a spiritual revelation.
This is what is going on in the world today. With all of the knowledge that we think we have, how can two diseases such as cancer and HIV, be so prevalent, and yet not have any solutions, (in the world's eyes).
These are the results of lack of knowledge of the Word of God. These are the result of spiritual untruths that are being taught. One is the end result of our sexual revolution; the other is the product of fear. What we thought was a freedom, has turned into fear. What the world considered an alternative, is truly an abomination to the Lord.
How could anyone not hear of the lunatic Noah? This guy that is building something that is called a boat. Because, something called rain is coming. How foolish can you get! 

God uses the foolish things. Paul had to write to the Galatians, and ask them who had cast a spell on them. He could not understand how they could be so soon removed the truth of Jesus Christ, to another gospel.
Take a good look around you, at the "church" today. Is it really so hard to believe? We have people rolling down the aisles "laughing", instead of hearing the message God had for His people. We are so busy chasing signs and wonders, and then are astounded that we got so far off the mark. This happens when we become people-pleasers, instead of seeking Father's approval. When we get so caught up with all of the gimmicks of other books, that we have neglected "the Book".
Paul tells the Galatians, the message that he received, was not of any man. This is why he tells us not to be deceived by any man or angel. If their gospel varies from his, don't believe it!
We do not give time or thought to the tragedies in life, until they hit close to home. When did the enormity of the Flood, and finalization, really become apparent to Noah? At what point was it truly evident that all would be lost, save those on the ark?
In our society, we think that we are invincible. We do not feel that any other nation can defeat us. We feel we can buy a solution, to any problem that confronts us. We as a nation, have no comprehension, on how or why our country became such a great nation.
"If my people, who are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land." "Now mine eyes shall be open, and my ears attentive unto the prayer that is made in this place. For now have I chosen and sanctified this house, that my name may be there forever; and mine eyes and mine heart shall be there perpetually." II Chron 7:14-16 KJV
If my people! Those called by His name! Are you ashamed to be called a Christian? Are you even concerned?
Those who are called by His name, if they shall humble themselves and pray!
"And whatever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son." John 14:13 KJV
"And in that day ye shall ask me nothing. Verily, verily, I say unto you, whatever ye shall ask the Father in my name, he will give it to you. Hitherto have ye asked nothing in my name; ask, and ye shall receive, that your joy may be full." John 16:23-24 KJV
Do we, the body of believers, really know how to pray? Do we really know our rights and authority on gaining access to the throne room of the Father? We read what the scriptures say, but we do not hear the message that they deliver. We mouth the words, but have no understanding in the heart.
Just as we wonder how "cancer and HIV" can continue to run the course that they do. We wonder, "When will we find the cure?" We question, "If God is a God of love, how could He let this happen?"
We forget that we have a choice. That choice is to accept or reject Jesus Christ, the child who was born, the Son that was given, who took my place on the cross and the grave, that might have eternal fellowship with the Father, through Him. He, Jesus Christ, is my mediator. It is my obligation, to give Jesus Christ, enough evidence to present to the Father, to convict me of being a Christian.
The Father has sent His word, and brought healing to us and the way to be delivered from our destructions (Psa107: 20). We have to want to follow His way (John 14:6).
"And it shall come to pass, if thou shalt hearken diligently unto the voice of the Lord thy God, to observe and to do all His commandments which I command thee this day, that the Lord thy God will set thee high above all nations of the earth; and all these blessings shall come to thee, if thou shalt hearken unto the voice of the Lord thy God." Deut 28:1-2 KJV (also read verses 3 through 14)
"For had ye believed Moses, ye would have believed me; for he wrote of Me. But if ye believe not his writings, how shall ye believe my words?" John 5:46-47 KJV 

Jesus Christ told us, that He gave us a new commandment. Love God with all of your ability; spiritual, physical, and mental; and to love your neighbor as yourself. In this we would fulfill all of the law.
God blessed our country at one time. We no longer know His voice, let alone hear and obey it. There was a time when we helped our neighbor, instead of suing him. There was a time, when we knew who our neighbor was. Now we are just jealous of what they might have. Even those where we fellowship; do we really know them? Would you lay down your life for them?
We do not have time for God, let alone have time to help someone who is totally unimportant to us. Then we wonder why there is such a division in our country. We wonder why there are such problems and diseases. Yet, no one will take a stand for the Word of God.
"But it shall come to pass, if thou wilt not hearken unto the voice of the Lord thy God, to observe to do all His commandments and His statutes which I command thee this day, that all these curses shall come upon thee, and overtake thee." Deut 28:15 KJV (read also verses 16 thru 68)
If you choose not to obey God, you leave yourself subject to the Law and all that is written in the Law. As you can see from Deuteronomy Chapter 28, that it is quite conclusive as to the problems that engulf the world and its system, if they choose not to obey God. You leave yourself open for every curse ever known to science and medicine.
But, if I choose Jesus Christ as my Savior, and born-again, (John 3:3-8, II Cor 5:17), Then I know, "Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us; for it is written; Cursed is everyone that hangeth on a tree, that the blessing of Abraham might comes on the Gentiles through Jesus Christ, that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith." Gal 3:13-14 KJV. This is the only way to be removed and redeemed from the curse of the law.
Have we really heard the message of salvation? Have we received the love of God that was sent?
Faith comes by a message heard, and that message comes through it having been spoken and delivered by Christ. We still have the ability to receive it, or reject it. We can be dull of hearing, or attentive to what has once been delivered.
If you become deathly sick, you go to the doctor, hoping that he will have a remedy or a solution to whatever ails you. And, most of the time, you will do exactly as he says, (at least until you start to feel better).
This we do spiritually. We will go to the Father when things appear wrong. We will tow the mark for a short period, until the problem starts to disappear. Then, we will leave God again, until the next time sin gains the upper hand. Can I afford to be lukewarm? Can I afford to lead any astray from my example? Can I, neglect the gift that is in me?
Only myself, as an individual can make that choice. No one can force me in or out of God's Kingdom. Only me, myself.
I keep myself on the path by staying in His Word. By giving heed to the Lord's instruction. By applying His Word to my everyday life, each and everyday, not just when it feels good, or when everyone else is.
Today, this day, is the day the Lord hath made for me, because I have found, and taken refuge in the "Rock" of my salvation. 

Will you heed the Call??????
That you may know Him, 

In the service of Jesus Christ 

Larry Gazelka
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Luck - a seemingly chance happening of events which affect one; either good or bad
As Christians, if we obey God's Word we are blessed, if we disobey God's Word we are cursed. Where does luck enter into a Christian's life?
"Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ." Ephesians 1:3 KJV

"The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want." Psa 23:1 KJV

"Ask and it shall be given you, seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you." Matt 7:7 KJV
