Sputtered or Cluttered?  V17n2

2 Tim 1:6 Wherefore I put thee in remembrance that thou stir up the gift of God, which is in thee by the putting on of my hands. (KJV)
stir = rekindle = to rebuild the fire, fan the flames
Eph 4:7 But unto every one of us is given grace according to the measure of the gift of Christ. (KJV)
Mark 4:13 And he said unto them, Know ye not this parable? and how then will ye know all parables? (KJV)
When we hear the parable of the sower, what do we really think that Jesus Christ is talking to us about?  We see his different explanations of the grounds (heart) reaction to the Word.  Yet, the only explanation we want to believe for ourselves is the explanation of the good ground.  We would never dream of any of the first three explanations, as being applicable to ourselves.
Yet, we know that, wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be who go in that way; because narrow is the gate, and hard is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few be there that find it.
There is only one way to prepare our heart for Jesus Christ.  To receive the Word of God, and be totally obedient to it, no room for compromise, no short cuts.  We have to eliminate the first three conditions mentioned.  Too often, we want to point fingers at others.  It is easier to tell them the condition of their spiritual garden.  Now is the time to look at our own.  What is it that is hindering my walk with God?
Is it time that someone would pray that my passion for the Word of God would become bold?  Which path have I been walking in?  Is my fire growing dim?  Do I need rekindling?
Peter tells us that it is time for judgement to begin at the house of God.  Peter was writing this to the church, 1900 years ago. If it was applicable to them, how much more, to those of us who are so pampered in the physical, that we have become lazy in the spiritual!
Most of our gardens have become quite cluttered.  There is much debris that has to be removed if we are to have a productive spiritual garden.

The wayside, the wear and tear of daily life, it becomes our way of living.  We have no time for God, because we are so busy.  Since there is not time for God and His Word, it is easy for Satan to remove that which was sown.  It was only heard, not put into practice, not a way of life!

The stony ground.  Immediately receive the Word with gladness, but have no root in them.  They do not take the time to meditate in the Word.  So, they wrestle with the Word for a time.  Then, the name-calling, and sufferings for the cross of Christ arise, and they are quickly lead back to sin.  How often has it been our words that have also worked against them?  (I know them; they will never change.  Give them a couple of months and they will go back to their old ways).  When we should be praying for them that they might overcome.
Then the thorns, they are the pleasures of this world.  We in this country should be well aware of how pampered we are.  All of the comforts, without thought of what it would be like to live without them. It chokes the Word.  Cuts off the life support.  You cannot serve God and mammon.  You will hate one for sure!  Which one will you hate?
The rich, young ruler, followed all of the law, and asked Jesus Christ if there was anything else that he had to do to inherit His kingdom.  He was answered, to sell all that he had.  But the proceeds he had to give to the poor then come and follow.  No saving accounts, no stocks and bonds, no IRAs, give to the poor then come and follow me.
He went away dejected, for he had much in the way of possessions.  He could not part with them.  They strangled the Word that he heard.
We are the only one that can make our ground good!  No one else can come in and clean up the ground of our heart. You, and you alone, are responsible for your salvation. It is time to roll up the sleeves and start hauling to the dump, things that are keeping you from being who God wants you to be.
We can point fingers anyplace we want, but it is time for spring cleaning at the house of God, and we are that house. We have to hear what Paul was speaking to Timothy - Do not let the fire go out!  Fan it! Keep it burning bright!  It does not matter what they do to Paul, for I have fought the good fight. It does not matter if all have forsaken, we know that with God on our side, we make the majority. We have been given, the measure, of the gift of Christ.  He has given the same ability to each one of us that he gave to the apostle, Paul. It just so happens, that Paul decided to do something with it.  He decided that he would have a victory garden for Jesus Christ.  That not anyone or anything else was going to hinder him from accomplishing this. Have we gotten to this point in our walk, yet?  Have we made up our minds that nothing will cause us to stray off of the straight and narrow path that God has before us?
Acts 1:8 But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth. (KJV)
2 Tim 2:15 Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. (KJV)
When we learn to study to show ourselves approved unto God, we will not be looking for any accolades of man. Our heart will only be concerned with pleasing the Father.  It will not affect us, by what people say about us.  It will make no difference what they would like to do to us, because we will only be looking for approval from the Father.  To hear Him say to us, well done, O good and faithful servant.
It does not matter where the Father has me located.  I am to be a witness unto Him.  I am to study for His approval, not anyone else's.
He gave us apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors and teachers to help equip us with the proper tools (scriptures), to clean out our garden.  To make it productive for the kingdom of God.
He is coming back for His church!
Will you be ready?
That you may know Him 
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