Am I Qualified? Part II  Serving Him!     V17n27

In the last Newsletter, we spent a little time talking about our salvation, our intimate and personal relationship with Father through our mediator and brother, Jesus Christ. Now we need to take a closer look a how we continue to serve Him, each and every day of our life, once we are saved.
If Paul was in today's society, do you think that we would really accept him as a Pastor of one of our local churches? Would we even want to hear anything that he had to say?
Read this next page or two, attentively.
"One of the toughest tasks a church faces is choosing a good minister. A member of an official board undergoing this painful process finally lost patience. He'd just witnessed the Pastoral Relations Committee reject applicant after applicant for the same minor fault, real or imagined. It was time for a bit of soul-searching on the part of the committee. So, he stood up and read this letter purporting to be from another applicant.
"Gentleman: Understanding your pulpit is vacant, I should like to apply for the position. I have many qualifications. I've been a preacher with much success and also have had some success as a writer. Some say I am a good organizer. I've been a leader most places I have been. I'm over 50 years of age and have never preached in one place for more than three years. In some places, I have left town after my work caused riots and 

disturbances. I must admit I have been in jail three or four times, but not because of any real wrongdoing. My health is not too good, though I still accomplish a great deal. The churches I have preached in have been small, though located in several large cities. I've not gotten along well with the religious leaders in the towns where I have preached. In fact, some have threatened me, and even attacked me physically. I am not good at keeping records. I have been known to forget whom I have baptized. However, if you can use me, I promise to do my best for you."
The board member turned to the committee and said, well, what do you think? Shall we call him? The good church folks were appalled. Consider a sickly, trouble-making, absent-minded, ex-jailbird? Was the board member crazy? Who signed the application? Who had such colossal nerve? The board member eyed them keenly before he replied, "It is signed the Apostle Paul". (This is from a Dear Abby column)
We have spent so much time setting up seminaries and Bible Colleges, that we produce preachers, as one would cookies at a certain time of year. We deem what the qualification should be. We produce them, just as we would cut out dough with a cookie cutter. We have our own assembly line.
If we are doing such a good job, why is our country falling apart at its spiritual seams? Who is to blame? Is it God? Or, perhaps... is it I? Have I forgot what manner of man I am when I look in the mirror? Have I got to where I preach what the people want to hear, rather than what they need to hear? Am I so busy playing church that I no longer remember what "role" Father has asked me to fulfill?
"Let no man despise thy youth, but be thou an example of the believers." I Tim. 4:12 KJV

We are to be an example of the believers, not imitators, as the wolves that are in sheep's clothing. How do the wolves get in? How do they get into positions of leadership and authority? Someone has to let them in and help them, but who?
"Take heed unto thyself and unto the doctrine; continue in them; for in doing this thou shalt both save thyself and them that hear thee." I Tim. 4:16 KJV
If we continue in His Word, then, are we His disciples; then, we will know the truth, (His Word is truth), and the truth will keep us away from the lies and falsehoods. But, you have to continue in the Word!
Continue - to abide; stay, to endure, to persevere; persist
Father has never, ever told us that it is an easy walk. Narrow and strait is the path that leads into the kingdom, and few, very few, be there that find it. It takes an effort on my part. I have to apply myself to the Word. I have to want to stay on the path.
How long did Noah work on the ark? How was it financed? Did Noah persevere? Did Noah endure?
Yes, he continued in the Word that Father gave him. He applied it. He walked it. It became a part of his everyday life. One day it was fully manifest to Noah, and those few that found the narrow path aboard. There was salvation to those who did endure, those that continued in the Word of Father, to the end; or new beginning.
We would all like to be like Paul the Apostle, until we take a real close look at what he had to endure. The hardships that he was put through by the "church". By those, who said that they loved God?  Flogged, beaten, stoned, left for dead, shipwrecked, snake-bit, sickly, imprisoned, ridiculed and mocked; this is what will happen to those who truly say Lord Use Me. 

The Lord never told us it would be easy. He, in fact, told us that "they persecuted Him"; "they will persecute us". They "rejected Him" "they will reject you", and the message that you bring. Did they reject the miracles? No! Did they reject the healing? No! What they did reject, was the Christ, the Son of the Living God. They did not believe that He was sent from his Father.
This is the same denial we have in the "church" today. We do not reject the miracles. We do not reject the healing. What we do reject, is that there is a distinction between Jesus, and Christ. We reject Isaiah 9:6; a "child is born, a son is given." We do not want to hear the mystery of the Gospel that Paul boasts of. Paul did not learn it from man. He learned it by revelation of the Holy Spirit. It came from the throne of God. 

God is no respecter of persons. If you ask Father to open the mystery of the gospel to you, as He did to Paul - He will. 

Once you learn the mystery of the gospel, then you have a choice to make. Will I take and bury the talent in the back yard? Will I hide under a bushel? What will I do with it? Or, will I share it?
We have to remember that God uses the foolish things of this world, to confound those who would be wise.
"How that by revelation he made known unto me (as I wrote before in a few words, by which, when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ). Which in other ages was not made known unto the sons of men, as it is now revealed unto his apostles and prophets by His Spirit." Eph. 3:3-5 KJV
To be a qualified teacher of the Word of God, you have to have revelation of the mystery of the Gospel. This will open everything else up. Upon this Rock, He will build His church.
You and I both know that if Paul were around today, he would not be on the "Top Ten" list of sought after preachers. He did not say things to tickle their ears. He told them the truth. The truth is what sets us free.
Christ is returning for one church! One body! Which one will it be? Do you know? Do you care? He will return for the Body of Christ. Only those who know Jesus Christ will be going. What you have to ask yourself, is, am I qualified? Do I know the only mediator who can get me in?
Behold, he stands at the door and knocks. Do you know His voice? Will you open the door to Him? Do you hear what the Spirit says? It is talking to the "church"! 

That you may know Him, 

In the service of Jesus Christ 

Larry Gazelka 

Next Issue: Growing Up
A new section that we will be putting in each Newsletter will be called "Word Corner" in which we will be looking at one word in each issue. The one thing that you will have to do is to go out to any bookstore, and find yourself a dictionary that is at least forty years old. Then, compare the words and their meanings between then and now, I think you will be uite surprised with what you see. Remember, that death and life are in the power of YOUR tongue, Proverbs18:21.
Kid= 1. a young goat  2. The flesh or fur, or skin of a kid. 

Can you show me, one place in the Bible, where God refers to His children as kids? I can find where He calls them His children, sons, and daughters; but, nowhere can I find where Father calls them "kids".
If you have a topic, or something that you would like covered, drop us a line, and if the Lord permits, we will be happy to see if we can answer your questions. 

