Helped Up or Pushed Down?     v17n25
And, behold, a certain lawyer stood up, and tested him, saying Master, what shall I do to inherit eternal life? He said unto him, What is written in the law? How readest thou? And he answering, said, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy strength, and with all thy mind; and thy neighbor as thyself. And he said unto him, thou hast answered right; this do, and thou shalt live. But he, desiring to justify himself, said unto Jesus, And who is thy neighbor? Luke 10:25-29 KJV
How often do we try to justify ourselves before God? We know what the Bible says! We know what God requires of us! Yet we want Father to make every step for us. We want God to make all of our decisions for us. We want none of the responsibility for our eternal life.
We have become legalistic. We want to act as the lawyer did. Do you think Father will allow you to blame the pastor for your mistakes, or, maybe the Sunday School teacher or maybe, even your spouse? You and you alone are responsible for your salvation. You cannot blame anyone else. You have a choice today, whom you will serve! It is now faith that operates.
It is the same problem in our society today. We are so busy looking for loopholes, that this is where we spend all of our time and effort.
Just think where our society would be morally, if we spent as much time obeying the law, as we do for trying to find a way around it. Anymore, The "American Dream" is to sue and retire. All you need is a good lawyer.  Are you trying to justify yourself?
Let's look at the rest of Luke 10, starting at verse 30.
"And Jesus answering, said, A certain man went down from Jericho, and fell among thieves, who stripped him of his raiment, and wounded him, and departed, leaving him half dead. And by chance there came down a certain priest that way; and when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. And likewise a Levite, when he was at the place, came and looked on him, and passed by on the other side." Luke 10:30-32  KJV
It is important to note that Jesus Christ is clear to state that there was a certain man; Not just a story. As he traveled from Jerusalem to Jericho, he was mugged, stripped of his riches, his clothes, and left to die.
If we are not bringing life through Jesus Christ, then we have to be working for the thief (John 10:10). If we are not speaking words of life, we are the ones that are responsible for the mugging, for leaving the person for dead. We strip them of all of their dignity. Our words are as wounds (Prov. 18:8). Yet, too often we are quick to speak, and slow to hear. We do not weigh our words before we speak them. We never stop to realize the effects, and affects our words have, until we receive the damage reports.
Note -- verse 30! And by chance there came down a certain priest. When he saw the wounded he passed by on the other side.
Remember last Newsletter, "Gimme a Break?" We covered briefly Isaiah 58:6-8. It talked about a fast that breaks the bands of wickedness. It gives us the freedom to react to the word of God. We want to reach out and help others. We want to help them out. Give them aid in any way that we can; when the Word of God is operating freely in our life.
The priest symbolizes the religious attitudes that we have. We will show up when there are a lot of people to witness, when we can take our bows on the street corner, maybe, even to pass the offering plate. However, to reach out and help someone lying in a ditch, wounded, and naked, and have to use money out of my purse, money I had planned for my vacation? That would never happen. When we become religious, we only do things when we will be openly acknowledged.
Did you notice the priest? When he saw him, he passed on the other side. Will you go out of your way to avoid doing something good, just as the priest did?
The Levite, (verse 31) also passed by, but he stopped to look on the wounded man first, then went to the other side and passed on by.
Have you ever stopped and looked at someone who was having a hard time? Did you offer them comfort? Did you offer aid? Did you offer the coat off your back? Did you give words of encouragement? Did you even think of asking God's blessings for that individual? Did you do anything positive? Are you above helping those who are not of yours?
If I know the Word of God, but do not put it into practice, what good am I? Does James not talk about becoming a doer of the Word, and not a hearer only? Are you one that always takes, but never gives anything back?
How formal are your church services? So formal, we forget what we saw on the way to the service? Do we look at the man in the ditch, and wonder how he got himself in such a mess? Then, shake our head and continue on our way!
But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he was; and when he saw him, he had compassion on him, and went to him, and bound up his wounds, pouring in oil and wine, and set him on his own beast, and brought him to an inn, and had taken care of him. And on the next day, when he departed, he took out two denarii, and gave them to the host, and said unto him, Take care of him, and whatever thou spendest more, when I come again, I will repay thee. Which, now, of these three, thinkest thou, was neighbor unto him that fell among the thieves? Luke 10:33-36 KJV
Could you be bothered on your way to work, to take the time to help someone out, if God asks you to? Do you know Father's voice well enough to know when He is speaking to you? 

compassion--sympathy felt; sympathy aroused by the distress of others, with the desire to help them
The Samaritan was moved by compassion within himself. He went to him.
"He sent His word, and healed them, and delivered them from their destructions." Psalms 107:20 KJV
There are so many ways that we can help and be of assistance to people, if only we will not limit God and His Word!
The Samaritan used everything within his ability to help the wounded man. He spared no expense. He used the oil and the wine to cleanse the wound and aid the healing, just as the Holy Spirit does in our life. Then he set him on his own beast, and brought him to an inn -- not an out! 

When was the last time you were moved with the compassion the Samaritan had? Was there ever a first time?
Why is the "church" in the shape that it is today? Do you know? Do not most of our church leaders fit the description of the priest and the Levite? And we love to have it so! 

If we help all of these people who are down and out, how will we be able to build a new addition on the church? How will we be able to send money overseas?
When will we open our eyes church? When are we going to start helping those that we (the church), have left wounded and dying? When will we start to be responsible stewards of God's Word?
We have time for all of our toys -- boats, motorcycles, vacation homes, and all of these things that take away from our time with Father. Then, we wonder how the vagabond got himself in that position. If he was responsible, that would never have happened.
We have all kind of comments, on how to justify our not aiding one in need. Remember John 8, the woman caught in adultery? Let he who is without sin, pick-up and cast the first stone! Woman, where are thine accusers?
We forget that we have been born-again! We forget, that we too, needed grace. When we forget what manner of man we are, we become as the priest and the Levite. We are above helping those in need, unless they come to our building? Have we forgotten, that we are members of the body of Christ? Do we even remember what the body of Christ consists of?
Do we have enough in our storehouse to be of assistance to anyone else? Is there enough oil in your lamp to help guide someone back into the straight and narrow path?
Is Mark 16:15-20 operating in your life? It says that these signs shall follow those who believe! Not maybe! Not sometimes! These signs shall follow those who believe. The Lord will confirm His Word! Will you allow Him to work through you? 

All to often, when we share the Word with people, we do not give them enough of the truth so they will learn to stand on their own, in the Word. We have a tendency to only give them enough to keep them coming back. We want them to become dependent on us, on our church. This is what will give us a good base membership. It will boost the numbers. It makes us look better. It is called polishing the outside of the cup, but neglecting the inside. We concern ourselves more with appearances than we are with the results.
The Samaritan provided enough for the man to get back to health. He made enough provisions for him to be restored. Now, the man has a choice. He has seen the grace of God move in his behalf; and now he will have to make a choice. He will have to choose whom he will serve.
All of this happened, because the Samaritan was obedient to the voice of the Father. He loved someone whom the world wanted to walk on by. He reached out to someone whom the world thought was not deserving. The world finds all kind of ways, to avoid helping out.
I was that man, at one time in my life. A Samaritan reached out to help me. I marveled at why anyone would want to help me. It caused me to seek God, to get to know Him through His Word. I wanted to be like that Samaritan to others, and share the message the Samaritan shared with me. If we would "take five" to hear God, we would be surprised at how often he would have us reach out and share His love, to show His mercy. To show the world the salvation he has afforded the world through Jesus Christ, whom He sent (John 17:1-3).
Many are called, but few are chosen. Will you be one of those few whom God can use? The Lord can always reach you, if you will reach out (Isaiah 59:1-2). Can you reach out with the love of God, and help someone today?
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