Take Five     v17n23

In our ever changing world, we have new slang words, new expressions, and a variety of lifestyle changes, that all take place within the matter of a few years.
There are different fads that come and go. Hula hoops, roller skates, nerf balls, the list could go on and on. The same is true with our language. If we do not agree with the definition of a word, we either change the definition, or we create a new word to justify our position.
"Take Five," (for example) it can mean to take a five minute break. (We might stretch it to ten or more.) It could be the fifth remake of a scene of a movie. It could  also mean to take five of whatever we are shopping for.  So......What is the point?
All too often, we do not give enough thought to the words that we speak. We say what we have heard everyone else say, but have given no actual thought to our response. A good example of this is when someone asks us for something. We will tell them "just a second." Yet, we for the most part, if we stopped and thought for a brief moment, we would not have given that answer. We would have been more definitive. Our answer would have been more fact than fiction. How do we allow ourselves to become this lazy?
Why do we take our words so lightly?
If you ask any older folks, how they used to do business,  the answer that you would get most often will surprise you. A man's word was his contract. If he told you that he would, then he would, there was no question about it. 

In today's world, if you are going to buy something, you usually have a contract that explains everything. This is all because we cannot take anyone's word anymore. Their word is no longer their bond.
Read Matt. 12:33-37. It tells us that whatever is in our heart, is what will be coming out of our mouth. If our relationship is in line with God's Word, we can be trusted.  Now read John 8:33-47. If your word is no good, then you have to straighten out your relationship with Father.
This world is progressing at such a fast pace, that we have gotten away from "taking five" with God each day. If Father's words are spirit and they are life, why are we not eating more at the Father's table? Why are our lives not more like Jesus Christ's or Paul the Apostle's? Is there any legitimate reason or excuse? Why are we so "loose" with our words? Are they no longer our bonds?  If our conversation concerns our well being or livelihood, then we would become quite exact with our words and conversation. We may even get a lawyer to make sure the words are precise.
How can our words be so critical in one conversation or instance, and not matter in the next? By our words we will either be justified or condemned!
In James 3:10, it talks about blessings and cursing coming out of the same mouth. It compares it to sweet water and bitter coming out of the same fountain; that just does not happen. "Take Five" minutes to think about that.
What fads or old wives' tales are you caught up with this week? What local superstitions have you fooled? What do you think about "Friday the 13th"? Is it the day the Lord hath made? Is He my salvation, giving me reason to rejoice in today? Now  Faith is. This very moment. I can live to the glory of God the Father, through my mediator, Jesus Christ.
Read Psalm 118:19-29.
How often we hear verse 24 quoted, but we have no understanding as to why or how it applies. Everyone else quotes it, and it sounds good; but what does it really mean?
If Jesus Christ is my Lord and Savior, I realize today was made just for me. Thus I will rejoice for Father's love and mercy, that has allowed me to be a part of His kingdom, today! No superstition will take away my joy in the Spirit.
The devil can not rob from me, unless I allow him to. However, I will give no place to the devil! Take five minutes to think about that!
We mentioned five retakes of a scene to get a script right for a movie or a play. The same is true with putting the Word of God into operation in our everyday life. If we neglect to thank Him for all the little things that He does for us each and every day, how will we ever acknowledge Him for the big things?
People will tell us what "A good idea" we have. If we do not have a constant conversation going with Father, we will fail to tell people who our source for knowledge is. We will take the bows and credits for what Father has blessed us with.
We forget to thank Father for everything that we have to eat each day. We fail to thank Him for the roof that is over our head. We think that we are the ones that have put the clothes on our back. What would happen to you, if Father ceased to think of you? Do you really think that all that you have has come without any input from God or the devil? "Take Five," to choose whom you will serve this day. As for me and my house -- we will serve the living God, through Jesus Christ our mediator.
How much better off would we be, if several times each day, we would "take five" to honor our Father who is in heaven. To take the time to acknowledge all that Father has done for you today. Were you thankful that you could walk, or how about being able to see? Could you hear what someone else said to you?  Were you able to button up your shirt? How much of today have you really taken for granted? If you "take five" minutes to acknowledge God, maybe, just maybe, our attitude of gratitude would be a little more real. Maybe we would allow our light to shine a little more.
How often do we tell God that if He would only send someone with the truth, we would be able to hear and grow? I know several people in Northern Minnesota who will run to and fro to seek the Word of the Lord, and yet cannot find the fullness of God. Yet, for over twenty years God has had a preacher up in the North Woods, whom He has opened up much wisdom to. Yet, the church is not big. The services are not overflowing, physically. The preacher does not have a big name so we will not "take five" to stop and hear what Father has to say through him!
We wonder how Elijah could flee to the dessert to die, being such a mighty man of God. Yet, those who really hear the voice of God, come under the same attacks today. This is why the body of Christ has to learn to stand together, so we will be ready for the marriage feast! Praise God!
"Take Five" right now, to pray for the church, and those that God has called to the front, that they would have His grace to stand and be faithful to the end.
Paul the Apostle, in knowing the end was near, took time to acknowledge the few that were holding fast without wavering. He encouraged them to continue in well doing, to fight the good fight of faith. He told Timothy to preach the "Word" and to be diligent no matter what the circumstances appeared to be. Not to worry that some would depart from the faith, or others would bring in teachers who would preach what they were told to. However, watch, in all things, "Take Five," to analyze each and every situation. Do not be fooled by those who want to be close to you, thus controlling the situation.
Do not let anyone look down on you, because of how long you have known God. Each and every one of us is given "the measure of Faith," the very instant that we are born again.  It just so happens that the majority of believers, never do anything with it. They become lukewarm. However, we are to be examples of the believers, in all that we say and do each and every day.
"Take Five," to see where your relationship is with Father. Does Jesus Christ have enough evidence to present to the Father to convict "you" of being a Christian?????
That you may know Him, 
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