Have Times Changed?     V17n15

As we hear, and give heed to the Words of our Father, how have times changed in the last 6,000 years? Even when He sent His Son, (Isa 9:6), do we hear and give audience to His (Jesus Christ's), words? Have times really changed? How far have we progressed in the last 2,000 years?
We can read and hear God's warnings, yet we do not give audience to what He is trying to make us aware of. He tells us that the last days shall be as the days of Noah. They are having a good time. All is fair! I'm okay--you're okay! Do what makes you feel good! Everybody is doing what satisfies self. Even we in the church, will often do what feels good to us, rather than what God would have us do. It is much more fun and enjoyable to sing, dance, shout, laugh or whatever plays on the emotions. When is the last time you sat down, and had a seven-course meal in the Word of God?
We find all kinds of time for everything but time alone with the Father. We forget where all of our knowledge is from. We forget who is the author of all witty inventions. We forget from whence we receive our daily bread. Have times really changed?
With all that we have in our society today, have we allowed the conveniences to draw us closer to God, or to lead us further away?
We look back at "stories" in the Bible; we can see mistakes that Israel made, we can see the mistakes the early church made, but do we learn from them? Or, are they just stories? Maybe, it is time we start learning from the examples that the Bible gives us, rather than pointing fingers, and then falling into the same trap, that they did.
In  6,000 years, Satan has come up with no new sin. There is only one sin to be found guilty of, believing not on Him! There is no new sin, just packaging. He is just using different packaging and labeling, to entice you away from your walk with the Father! And we are like sheep being led to the slaughter. We just keep moving with the rest of the flock. If they are going, it must be okay! 

Whatever happened to, "Work out your own salvation with fear and trembling"? We are not to be judged by new moons, feast days or Sabbaths. I don't need a new outfit to go to church. I do not need to wait for an overweight man to try to destroy my chimney. What I do need to do, is to enter my prayer closet, and let Father instruct me in the way that I should go, and then follow Father's advice. 

This day, today (now faith) should be full of joy and rejoicing, because Jesus Christ lives within me. I do not need distractions, several times a year, for me to be mindful or thankful for what Jesus Christ accomplished for me. Each and every day of my life, I should be mindful and thankful of these things. Each and every day, I should thank Father for His love and mercy.
Do I remember to be thankful for my daily bread? Am I satisfied, regardless of the circumstances that appear to be happening in my life today? Have I forgot who my source really is? 

Paul was stoned, beaten, left for dead, from towns ejected, neglected, imprisoned, shipwrecked, bitten by snakes, imprisoned again, and many things we probably don't know about. Yet, he tells us that he has learned to be content, satisfied, and independent of the circumstances, because of the strength of Christ. Are you content and satisfied with where God has you? Are you thankful and content with what He has blessed you with? Or, are you still seeking and coveting after other things? Are you still competing with the neighbors? It seems like every spring, we need new bonnets or outfits, but for what reason? Is the inside of the cup clean? Are we not supposed to be clothed in righteousness? And if so, who's? (I Cor 1:30)
How and why have we got caught up in all of these things? Why did Cain kill Able? Why were the prophets killed? Why was Jesus Christ killed? Could it be that the same spirit that led the religious leaders of Jesus Christ's time is still around today? Are we still being mislead today? Who is it that had Jesus Christ put to death? Wasn't it the religious leaders of the day? Why were they so afraid of Him?
We have all the ideas of building these big buildings, and cramming people in for a couple of hours a week, but where is the one on one teaching? It gets so that it is no longer personal.
In the last six months, it has been interesting to see what God has done through the Newsletters. To see the way His Word has changed lives, because they were able to allow His Word to work in people's hearts. Not by what any person could say or do, but by His Word. Signs and wonders follow His Word.
The religious leaders, (Scribes, Pharisees, Saduccess, and whoever else), were not afraid of the carpenter Jesus, but of the Christ. It was when the Son of God was mentioned, that they had a problem. They did not want their people taken away. What would happen to the tithes and offerings? How would they be able to keep living in the way that they had become accustomed to? Why wouldn't they hear the truth? Why won't we hear the truth? Have times really changed?
"If you continue in my Word, then you are my disciples indeed, and you shall know the truth and the truth shall make you free." John 8:31-32 KJV

It is only when we continue in His Word that we remain free. Is it the man Jesus, or the Son of God, Christ that is speaking in the verse above? If you do not know, how can you be a disciple? How can you be free? How can you show anyone else the way, if you are not sure? Do you know what path you are on? Have things really changed in the last two thousand years? If it became a matter of life and death, would our decisions or replies be any different than Peter's was in the courtyard? Will we to be swayed by what the majority says or does?
Do you recall John 8:1-11? There are many lessons to be learned here, but for now, I only want to focus on one aspect.
The woman was taken in the very act of adultery! If someone was caught and brought immediately to your church, in the same circumstances, what would your reaction be? Would it depend on who it was? Would you stand up and defend her, or shield her from the accusers? Or, would you be one of those reaching for the stones?
Could you, or would you, be knowledgeable enough with the Word of God, to divert full attention of the gathering away from her? Would we have enough light radiating from our life, to show people the way to stay on the strait and narrow path that leads to life?
Most often, when we have indiscretions in our own life, we are quick to bring accusations or more assumptions against others. Thus, we allude close inspection of our own areas of deceit and frailty.
Is it not true that we all sin and fall short of the glory of God? What a difference it makes when we are assured and sure of the forgiveness that He has made available to us.
Note verse nine. As we each examine ourselves, we become aware of our own shortcomings. We realize that we are also in need of forgiveness. We will not be the first one to pick-up the stone, let alone throw an accusation! We should be busy trying to strive and enter in at the narrow gate!
We also have to be aware of those that we have affiliated and surrounded ourselves with. What sort of people are the church leaders that we have cast our lot with? Are they really seeking those things that are from above? Do they give glory to the Son of God? Whose kingdom are they building? Whose kingdom are you building?
Read Matt 23:13-39. Even amongst the church today, we still see the same things taking place. We are so busy building our TV stations, radio stations, selling books and tapes; building new buildings of worship; anything that makes us look better than the ministry right around the corner. We take the widows mite. We pressure the people to sign pledge cards. We promise them 100 fold in return. We tell them what they want to hear, so they will support what we are doing to build our ministries! Have times really changed?
Read Luke 10:17-24. Even today, we put more credibility in signs, wonders, and miracles; then on weather or not our names are written in the Lambs Book of Life. The signs and wonders cause people to admire us. They build a following around us. It causes our heads to swell and our hearts to shrink.
Paul tells us that God chose the foolish things of this world, and with it confuses the wise. God uses the despised things, even His Son, Jesus Christ. Do you know the Son of God? Have times really changed? 

That you may know Him 

In the service of Jesus Christ 

Larry Gazelka
Since the Lord had us start the Newsletter up again 5 months ago, it has been uplifting to see how the Word of God changes people’s lives, if we will stay out of the way, P.T.L.
For the next several months, we will be putting out Newsletters as the Lord allows.  In the mean time - The Lord has set us up with a business that in six months time will totally support the ministry. This will allow us to get back to doing a Newsletter every week, as well as going wherever the Lord leads to do Bible Studies and Seminars.
Thank-you to all whom have supported us with your tithe and prayers. It has been much needed and appreciated; more then you will ever know in this world. 

God Bless you all, 

Pres. Built Anew Ministries 

