Is Your Lamp Lit???     v17n13
"Then shall the Realm of heaven be compared to the ten maidens who took their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were stupid, five were sensible. For, although the stupid took their lamps, they took no oil with them, whereas the sensible took oil in their vessels as well as their lamps. As the bridegroom was long of coming, they all grew drowsy and went to sleep. But at midnight the cry arose, "Here is the bridegroom! "Come out to meet him. Then all the maidens rose and trimmed their lamps. The stupid said to the sensible, "Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out." But the sensible replied, "No, there may not be enough for us and for you. Better go to the dealers and buy for yourselves." Now while they were buying oil, the bridegroom arrived; those maidens who were ready accompanied him to the marriage banquet, and the door was shut. Afterwards the rest of the maidens came and said, "Oh 

sir, oh sir, open the door for us!" But he replied, "I tell you frankly I do not know you." Keep on the watch then, for you know not neither the day or the hour. "Matthew 25:1-13, Weymouth translation.
It seems, as if everyone, (who claims to be a Christian), wants to know when Jesus Christ will return for His church. We run to and fro, seeking those who can tell us what is happening. What the signs of the times are. Asking what there is yet left that needs to be accomplished? Yet, at the closing of Matthew 25:1-13, He is quite explicit to tell us that we will know neither the day nor the hour, so be prepared.
So, the question is have you stayed ready? Is there enough oil in your lamp? Why are we not sure? Have we taken the time to study for Father's approval? We have to know that every word of God is pure (refined). His Word is our shield, if our trust is in Him. This is why we are not to add to or take away from His Word! Our words must stay in line with His words!
The teachers must be aware of what they are teaching to His children. Is it real in their lives, the Word that they preach? (We must also remember that they are human, just like you.) Is their message from the throne of God, or is it watered down? Don't forget that you are supposed to be able to rightly divide the Word of truth. II Tim 2:15.
Read Hebrews 5:5-10.
"Concerning Him we have much to say, and much that it would be difficult to make clear to you, since you have become so dull of apprehension. For although, considering the long time that you have been believers, you ought now to be teachers of others, you really need someone to teach you over again, the very rudiments (elementary) of the truths of God, and have come to require milk instead of solid food. By people who live on milk I mean those who are imperfectly acquainted with the teachings concerning righteousness. Such persons are mere babes. But solid food is for adults--that is, for those who through constant practice have their spiritual faculties trained to distinguish good from evil. "Hebrews 5:11-14, Weymouth translation.
As we look back for a moment, at Matt. 25, you will recall the ten virgins. Five were wise and five were stupid. Why were the five of them stupid?? Why were their lamps running low on oil??? The writer of Hebrews says that he has many things that he would like to share, but he cannot. The reason being, their ears have become lazy at hearing the Word of God. They no longer have hearing ears. Faith only comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God.
God has dealt to every man that believes the measure of faith!!! Once you are born-again, you have been given the measure of faith! Now, the only way for that faith to develop is by the pure Word of God!! If you only give God a nickels worth of time, guess how big your shield of faith is going to be??? And if you look back at Eph. 6:10-20, you will be able to see that all of the armor of God is operated by His Word!!! Can you really afford to let your ears become dull of hearing???
Look back at Hebrews 5:11. Concerning HIM, he had much to say, but could not!!! The church had regressed. He wanted to expound on HIM, Christ, the priest after the order of Melchizedek. But, he could not, for they would have choked on it!!!! 

This is one of the problems in the church today! Their lamps are flickering, and they do not know why. They run to and fro seeking the Word of the Lord and can not find it! Why? If you do not think that you are missing anything, why would you look for something??
We do not understand the mystery of the gospel; we ignore the importance that Paul places upon it, or we run all around it, to and fro, but we can not find it. We know Jesus of Nazareth, but we do not realize or understand that he could do nothing without the Spirit of Christ. We can do nothing without the Spirit of Christ. We can not do anything without a working knowledge of the Son of the Living God.
This is why we have all of the different denominations in the world today. They have built on rocks, for their foundations. They have all of these different thoughts and ideas on how and why we should build. They are no different than those people the writer of Hebrews was writing to.
Read Hebrews 6:1-3. He is telling them in these verses to leave the milk, the basic principles of the doctrine of Christ. He lists the things we, the church, keep arguing over, but can never go onto perfection, because we are stuck on the milk of the Word. And all of this happens, because we are dull of hearing. We do not want to hear what Father has to say to us. We have more faith in man, than we do in God's Word!! We are no longer seeking things that will keep our lamps burning bright, let alone anything for reserve. We are to busy playing church, instead of being the beacon that would lead people to a place of safety and rescue. We have become so busy pacifying people that we are no longer sure of what we believe or follow. (salvation=soteria=safety,rescue).
"And thou shalt command the children of Israel, that they bring thee pure olive oil beaten for the light, to cause the lamp to burn always. In the tabernacle of the congregation outside the veil, which is before the testimony." Exodus 27:20-21, KJV
It has to be a pure olive oil for the lamp. Even though we are of the wild olive tree, we are grafted into that which is pure, which is Christ Jesus. (Rom 11:17) We are to be lamps that will draw and guide the people to the tabernacle of God, to draw them that they might enter the holy of holies. But if are lamps are flickering and going out, how will they see? How will we be able to stay on the strait and narrow path, let alone guide anyone else to safety??
Many churches teach only the milk of the word, why?? Is it because they do not know the high priest that is after the order of Melchizedek? Who is he? Is it Jesus? Can't be, he had a beginning. So, it had to be Christ!! Jesus lineage we can trace back through Mary. But, on Joseph's side, it has to be by adoption; since we know who the real Father is!! So, as we can see and hear, Jesus Christ is the only way for us to enter into the holy of holies, to present a sacrifice acceptable to the Father. Without a working knowledge of the Word, Christ, will your lamp have the pure oil necessary to remain burning?? Our lamps require pure oil!!
Nobody can force you to hear the Word of God, not even God Himself. If He could, we would all be saved, and there would be no need for preachers. We all have to operate in faith, faith in the Word of God.  When we are born-again, we are given the measure of faith. Father has given us all the ability necessary to stay on the strait and narrow path. The problem comes into play with the fact that our mind has been programmed in all of the things that are contrary to the Word of God. Our faith can only develop and grow, by having a hearing ear for God's Word.
We have been given grace according to the measure of the gift of Christ. What will you do with it? Will you bury it in the back yard? Will you hide it under a rock? We have to take the time to study to show ourselves approved unto Father. We can only do this by hearing His Word, and putting into practice what it says. We have to become doers of the Word, and not hearers only!! 

We can not water down the Word of God. If you mix water in the lamp with the oil, what happens? Will your lamp remain burning brightly? It more than likely will flicker for a little while, and eventually go out. Remember that it is pure oil that is required for the lamps of the Lord's work. He will not accept substitutes. This is why you can not serve God half way, you become lukewarm.  You fall asleep, and without a pure oil, your lamp will flicker and go out!! 

Have you ever noticed that when people are sick, dying or badly injured, that they want to sleep the greater portion of the time?  Why is this?? You can not develop, if you are sleeping all of the time. We need rest, but it has to be in proper balance. You have to be alert, to hear and understand what Father is trying to tell us!! There can not be all kinds of distractions. It has to be the pure Word of God.
It is the purity of the Word that will allow us to acquire pure oil for our lamps. It is only the pure oil that will keep our lamps burning as a beacon that will allow others to see the strait and narrow path; the path that leads through the veil and into the holy of holies, into the presence of Father. There is only one way to pass through the veil, to the presence of the Father, and that is through Christ! Any other door, would not be the right door.
We become so engrossed in prophecy, (trying to find out when the bridegroom is coming), that we are no longer keeping our lamps burning brightly. We figure that if we know about when He is coming, we can goof off for awhile. We will not have to work quite as hard to maintain pure oil for the lamp.
We become so engrossed into trying to learn and understand the signs of the times, that we end up having to go back to the milk of the Word. (Only a perverse and dying generation seeks after signs.) What happens if the Lord does not return when you think that He should?? Will your lamp keep burning bright?? Will you fall asleep? Will you have enough of a reserve when we awake?? If you do not have enough of a reserve, you will have to go out at the darkest hour, to see whom you can buy from. Who would you seek to buy from?? Who would you now be able to trust, since it would be obvious that you have been misled in the past? Will it be too late to find someone to buy from? Is the Word of God supposed to be for sale?? Can we buy our way into the kingdom of God?
If we are having to search for someone to buy from, is this not the same as having to go back to the milk of the Word?? (Heb 5:12-13) For when we should be teachers, we have need of someone to instruct us again!!! We are having to learn how to walk in the Word all over again!! We have become unskillful in the Word of God. How does this happen? Whose fault is it? Has God given up on us??? Whose job is it  to train you in your walk of salvation? God's?? The pastors?? The Sunday school teacher?? It is you!! You have to work out your own salvation with fear and trembling. You have to study to show yourself approved unto Father! All scripture is given by Father's inspiration, for your advantage, if you will listen and obey. We have to have a hearing ear to Father's voice, and then put into practice in our life that which He instructs us. It has to become a part of your life, a way of life.
Father does not want to close the door on anyone. Father wishes that none would perish. Many are called, but few are chosen. Father has given and accomplished, through His Son, everything necessary for us to obtain, and walk faithfully in His salvation.
At the late hour, midnight, the cry is made, and all of a sudden, they now see that they have need of more oil, pure oil. In those times, were there very many businesses open at that hour of the night? Now they are ready to listen, now that the Lord is about to appear. We are to walk by faith, each and every day, not just when it appears that the end is here!
They wanted the sensible maidens to give of their oil, now that the end looked near. Why would they not listen before? Prior to this, the wise ones were probably thought of being too picky in the Word. They were probably thought of being over-zealous, the same of that which was thought of Noah. How many were saved during the time of Noah's ministry?
Behold, He stands at the door and knocks!! Will you go in with Him, before the door is shut again?
Do you want your lamp lit with the pure olive oil??? 

That you may know Him  

In the service of Christ,

Larry Gazelka 

