To Tell The Truth!       v16n9
Acts 17:10-12 And the brethren immediately sent away Paul and Silas by night unto Berea: who coming thither went into the synagogue of the Jews. These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so. Therefore many of them believed; also of honourable women which were Greeks, and of men, not a few. (KJV)
To tell the truth is not always the easiest thing to do, whether amongst the world or amongst the church.  We all have our own preconceived ideas of how, what, when, and why things should be run.  The problem lies in the fact that we do not always base our decisions on the Word of God.
WE base our walk with God on our basis of feeling good.  Of how others will depict us.  Of what they will say or think about us.   And all too often, we do not do what God wants because we do not want to offend anyone.  We base all of the decisions on feelings, others, or ours rather than turning to the Word, to see what Father has to say.
John 8:31-32 Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free. (KJV) 

As we can see, Paul preached to the people of Berea.  They listened to what Paul and Silas had to say.  When the meetings were over, the people went home, and took time to read the scriptures to see if what was spoken, lined up with the Word of God.  They were hungry for what God had to say to them.
All too often, when we gather together, we are held by traditions, doctrines, and all kinds of other things, that we have no idea where they came from, or where they will lead us.  We sing songs that have words that do not line up with the Word of God, but we sing them anyway, because they make us feel good and give us an emotional high. We give testimonies, which are fine, but, our overall purpose, when we gather together, should be to hear and study the Word of God.
We want God to change us.  We want God to do this, and God to do that.  WE do not comprehend the fact that God has already done everything that He can.  NOW, the rest is up to us.  We have to study, to show ourselves approved unto God.  All scripture is for our benefit, sometimes to correct us.  At times it teaches us.  And other times it will comfort us.  The fact is though, that unless we are in the Word, how can these things happen?
It hurts to see so many wanting God, but not willing to pay the price the Father demands.  We hear what the Father tells us about miracles, signs and wonders and all the other blessings that He has bestowed upon us through Jesus Christ.  But, we never want to hear the parts about the fact that we will be persecuted for telling the truth.  We do not want to hear the fact that we cannot expect any less than Jesus Christ did if we tell the Word of the truth with vigor and conviction.

We will submit ourselves to other people, other things, but when will we submit ourselves to God?
For those of us who are in the middle age category, you might recall a TV program called To Tell the Truth.  The format of the show was three people would all introduce themselves as the same person.  The panel of four people would question them, and listen to their answers, and would have to determine who was telling the truth, and who the imposters were.

The same is true in the church today.  We have so many people traveling the country, various ministries, various denominations, and all saying that they are proclaiming the same message.  How do we know who is telling the truth?  If we have not taken time to study God’s Word, and allow it to become real and alive in our lives, how will we know?
As we learn the Word of God, our ability to discern both good and evil will grow, thus enabling us to spot the imposters.  The key is, that we have to become as the church of Bereas.  We have to search the scriptures to know which way we are going, and with only two directions to choose from, we cannot afford to make a mistake.  How else can we expect to last until Jesus Christ returns.
A good example of this is when we pray.  In John 14:13, Jesus Christ says, that whatever we ask the Father in His name, that He will do it! But, what is His name?  Read John 17:1-3.  Acts 4:10-12 says that "there is no other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved!"  So, how do we go to the Father?  Whose name do we use when we lead someone to the Lord?  Have we become lazy in the word?  We base our decisions upon what we hear others preach.  But, how often do we go back to see if it lines up with the Word of God? Have you stopped to wonder why we are called Christians?  Why does John, in his epistles, talk about the anti-Christ?
Read Matthew 13:24-30.

For those that are farmers, they are well aware of what the tares are.  But, for those of you that are not farmers, let me try to explain.  A tare is a weed that looks like the real thing in the early stages.  It is not until well along that you can distinguish the difference.
How did these tares get into the field?  The enemy slipped in, while they were asleep.  As long as we are in this human body, we need time to rest and sleep.  Thus, it always gives the opportunity for the enemy to sneak in and plant his teachings. 

If we do not know the Word of God, Satan is able to get his workers in and amongst us.  The seeds they plant can and will cause damage.  Notice the Lord sends His angels to dispose of them.  Why? Each of us is attracted to different personalities, and different people.  Too often, our allegiance is to the people, rather than to the Word of God.  By allowing war to break out, who will win?
Currently in the world, there are a few major conflicts.  Let’s look at a couple of them.
In Rwanda, they eliminated the president, and they are trying to do away with each other.  You have two tribes, fighting for or to see who will be the ruling faction. In the meantime tens of thousands have been slaughtered needlessly.  Is there a winner?  Is there a loser?
In old Yugoslavia, there is an ethnic war.  They are fighting on religious principles.  Is this the God that we serve?  Is this what he wants from us when He tells us to put on the whole armor of God?

Read Matthew 7:13-23.
The first the Lord tells us, is that it is a straight and narrow path into His kingdom.  Not many find it!  But the path to destruction is an easy one to follow – so many are doing it.
Look at verses 15-20 again in Matthew 7.  He tells us false prophets come to us in sheep’s clothing.  (kind of like tares).  They are ravening!  They are among us!
Ravening – rapacious = taking by force, plundering, greedy subsisting on live prey
They seek to destroy the church by any means possible.  Ask any rancher what they think about wolves.  The stories some of the old timers can tell you about wolves would raise your hair.  We need to wake up to the truth of the Word of God, so we do not become the next victims.  If we know the Word of God well enough we will be able to distinguish them by their fruits.
God’s wisdom is pure, peaceable, gentle and easy to be entreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality, and without hypocrisy.  Read James 3.  These things bring about peace – not war.  They promote life – not death!  They promote working together – not, who has the most toys, wins. 
That is why in Matthew 7:21-23, the Lord tells us that just because they say they talk to Him, that He knows or even recognizes them.  They will declare they had done miracles, and many wonderful works, but God says, so what!  I do not know you.
This is why signs, wonders and miracles are great, but they will not guarantee your entrance into the kingdom of God.

This is why Paul warns us in the second letter to the Corinthians, that satan, himself, is transformed into an angel of light.  Is it any wonder then, that some of his workers could appear as the same?  The Lord knows who they are.  Do you know the truth well enough to be able to spot them?
We know that faith comes by hearing, and hearing God’s Word. But, a lot of people, base their faith upon what other people have written or said.  They can tell you what so and so preached.  They can tell you what they wrote in their books.  They can give you the itinerary of where they will be for the next two months or longer.  But, where is their faith?
Weymouth gives a stirring translation to Romans 10:17, "And this proves that faith comes from a message heard, and that the message through its having been spoken by Christ."

We have to base our faith on the Word of God, no more, no less.  When we can learn to quote the Word of God, as well as we can quote other people, we will be in much better shape as the body of Christ.
The purpose of this newsletter is not to build up any one person or ministry, but to get you to blow the dust of your Bible, and find out what God has to say about everything.  It does not make any difference if the only verse you know is John 3:16.  If you can realize the truth, that God so loved you, that He sent His Son to die in your place, put it into practice in your life.  Let it become real and alive to you, then God can add to it, if you will spend some time with Him in His Word.
Faith is the substance of this hoped for.  Notice hoped; past tense.  If you are hoping for something, it is always just out of reach.  (Kind of like the carrot in front of the donkey.)  Philippians 4:6, "by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving."  If we keep asking the Father, hoping for an answer, will it ever get here?
Read Luke 18:1-8.
So often, I hear this parable being taught, that the widow went to the judge continually, pestering him until he finally reacted.
Heb 4:16 Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need. (KJV)

Boldly – to be frank in utterance, confidence in spirit and demeanor
The widow knew the truth about her rights as a widow.  She went before the judge boldly, knowing who she was.  Notice though, the judge did nothing for awhile, but afterward said within himself, this widow bothers me.  She knows her rights.  She will be back again and again if I do not do something; so, I will avenge her forthright!
This is how we are to go to the throne of the Father, knowing who we are in Christ Jesus.  The Father answers our needs because He loves us, not because we keep coming back again and again.  (Philippians 4:6)  If you keep going back again and again, asking for the same thing, have you really believed, or are you still hoping?  But, if you ask and then thank Him, you are now merely waiting for the arrival (manifestation) (knowing that the Father sent the answer immediately.)
For those of us in a position of authority, it is time for us to go back and read Jeremiah 23.  Read it!  Absorb it!  Take what God is saying to heart!  Read Ezekiel 34.  We need to hear God’s Word.  WE need to get back to the basics.  There are enough distractions in the world, without those of us in positions of leadership, allowing the people to get caught in other traps that we introduce!

How often do we set standards and restrictions on the people of God, without full knowledge of what we do?  (Acts 15)  The early church wanted all of the Gentiles to be circumcised.  But Paul understood, and was able to bring further light upon the gospel.  But, those in charge still wanted to keep them in bondage with what they could eat.  (Acts 15:20)  And, yet, later, Paul would withstand Peter, to remind him of his vision God had once given Peter, not to refuse what God put before him.  (Galatians 2:11-16).
How often do we hold onto our old traditions and teachings, because we will not allow God to take us deeper into His Word?  We do not like the people God sends to instruct us, the lessons they teach, or any other number of reasons.  At times it may even seem that they are taking away our livelihood.
The truth shall indeed make us free, but, only as we continue in God’s Word.
This is why Jesus Christ even said that we do not believe what He says (John 8:45).  We have to grab onto the Word of God, tighter than we do our most favored possessions.  When we can begin to do this, we will be able to start growing more in the stature that He wants us to.  (Ephesians 4:13).
Are you ready to tell the truth?
That you may know Him 

In the service of Jesus Christ, 
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