The Law of Faith         v16n8

In the past newsletters, we have covered a few different topics.  Some might have seemed a little harsh, and a few might have appeared quite easy.  The thought that God is attempting to get across to us, is a matter of life and death.  Ours!
In the last one, we talked about the sower sows the Word.  But, one thing we have to keep fresh in our minds is what kind of seeds am I planting?  Prov. 18:21, "Death and life are in the power of the tongue."  There is no in-between. 

We are either speaking life or death with our tongue.  James tells us that it is either blessings or cursings.  It either has to be sweet water or bitter water.  Only one or the other can come out of our mouth.
Keeping in mind the message, Sow What, let's take a close look.  See how and why our garden is growing, and maybe we can even do a little bit of weeding at the same time.
Romans 3:27, Where is boasting then?  It is excluded.  By what law?  Of works? Nay, but by the law of faith. (KJV)

Romans 3:3-4, For what if some did not believe? Shall their unbelief make the faithfulness of God without effect?  God forbid, yea, let God be true, but every man a liar; as it is written, that thou mightiest be justified in thy sayings, and mightest overcome when thou art judged. (KJV)

Just as speech is a part of our human nature, speech is also a part of our spiritual nature.  The two realms parallel each other.  So, the thing we have to do is to be sure that both realms are working together and not warring against each other.
Paul told us that he was in constant battle, to keep his body in subjection to the Spirit.   Why is this?
In the past newsletters, we have talked about fables out of our past that hold us in bondage, things contrary to the Word of God.   We have talked about being created in God's image and after their likeness.  We talked about how God restored us to become a part of His kingdom by Jesus Christ His son. How He gave us the same armor (His), to enable us to be victorious, the gifts of the Spirit to be used by us as the Spirit wills.  And we have discussed how to dedicate time to God each day, to allow us to grow closer to Him, and become more like Him.
All that is in the universe is here by the Word of God.  He spoke it, and it happened.  (Remember Genesis).  Everything he created was good.  It sounds pretty easy doesn't it?  It is, if we know God's Word, and we use it properly all of the time.   Hence, the Law of Faith, alas the area where Satan attacks us the most.
Even if we do not believe, God's laws will still work and operate the way He designed them (gravity).  Read Romans 3:3-4.  Even if we do not believe, God cannot deny Himself.  He has put these laws into effect and they will remain that way until He tells them to cease.
II Timothy 2:13, If we believe not, yet He abideth faithful; He cannot deny himself. (KJV)
If every time we spoke out of line, Satan allowed all these words to come to pass immediately, it would not be long before there would only be a few left on the earth, and then all would believe.  What would happen to Satan's kingdom?  It would be a while before he would regain control.  Death and life are in the power of the tongue.  Sometimes though, it takes a while for our words to sprout up in our garden.  Then it is hard to weed them all out.  It will take much time and effort to correct the damage that is done.
This is why it is so important to establish ourselves in His Word.
John 14:24 …and the word which ye hear is not mine, but the Father's, who sent me. (KJV)

Romans 10:17, So, then, faith cometh by hearing and hearing by the Word of God. (KJV)
Jesus Christ spoke not of himself, but by the Sprit of God, He imitated God.  This is what we are to be doing also.  But, if we do not know the Word of God, how will we know what to say or to do?  Will we know how to react to the different situations that confront us?  What if God asks you to go pray for someone who is dead?  Would you panic if five thousand people showed up at your house Sunday for dinner?  Would you allow a leper, or someone with AIDS to come in and eat dinner with you?  Would you be ready to put spittle on the blind man's eyes?
Jesus Christ said, that the works that He did, we would do also, and greater works.  John 14:12.  He said in Mark 16 that these signs should follow them that believe.  Psalms 23 says, that goodness and mercy should follow you all the days of your life.  Then what is stopping you?  What is following you?
God has told us these things, and He cannot lie.  Read Numbers 23:19-20.  So, how do we get to the place that God wants us to be?
We have to start back at the basics.  We need to learn God's Word, and we have to believe it!  There is no turning back.  Read Luke 9:62.
We need to start with cleaning our garden.  We need to remove the things that hinder God's Word, and prevent us from bringing forth the bread of life.  How many things could there be?  Maybe we should take inventory, so we can begin to take action that will allow growth again.
Isa 28:9-12 Whom shall he teach knowledge? and whom shall he make to understand 

doctrine? them that are weaned from the milk, and drawn from the breasts. For precept must be upon precept, precept upon precept; line upon line, line upon line; here a little, and there a little: For with stammering lips and another tongue will he speak to this people.  To whom he said, This is the rest wherewith ye may cause the weary to rest; and this is the refreshing: yet they would not hear.  (KJV)
Precept = rule or principle imposing a particular standard or action.
We have to open our eyes and ears, so that the Father can instruct us.  We have to start fresh on the cornerstone that everyone else wants to reject.  God will set the lines: He will instruct us.  But, we have to get off of the milk, and start to apply ourselves to what He says.
So, often, we ask God to teach us His ways.  Then when God answers, we do not want to hear, or see what He has for us.  We become concerned with what others might say or think.  Read John 15:20.  It is easy to do what everyone else is doing, and then they will accept us readily.  But to take a stand for what God says, will cause many to leave.  You have to decide who you want to side with.
If His Word is so easy, why were there so few on the hillside when they crucified Him?  Why does Paul mention so few people by name in his epistles?  We all want the power of God working in our life, but we don't want to pay the price necessary to get it.  We will run to and fro, from meeting to meeting, but we will not take the time for precept upon precept.
This is the famine that Amos 8:11-13 speaks of.  We are going to all these places, but there is no nourishment.  There is nothing to quench the thirst.  But we keep wandering, looking for an easier way.  Looking for someone to teach us what we want to hear. 

We have time for all of these things, but no time for God and His Word.  And, yet, this is the only way that our faith can develop.  Read Romans, 10:17, Colossians 1:23 and Galatians 3:4.  We have to know God's Word; we need to begin to see why and how Jesus Christ responded to each situation and problem.  Read II Timothy 2:15. Read Isaiah 5:20-23.
God is the promise keeper.  If we will hear and obey His voice.  If we will take the time to study His Word.  Read Isaiah 34:16.
Matt 12:33-37  Either make the tree good, and his fruit good; or else make the tree corrupt, and his fruit corrupt: for the tree is known by his fruit. O generation of vipers, how can ye, being evil, speak good things? for out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh.  A good man out of the good treasure of the heart bringeth forth good things: and an evil man out of the evil treasure bringeth forth evil things.  But I say unto you, That every idle word that men shall speak, they shall give account thereof in the day of judgment.  For by thy words thou shalt be justified, and by thy words thou shalt be condemned. (KJV)
We have to constantly remind ourselves, that what is happening around us, is a product of our words.  Read Hebrews 11:3.  If we are imitators of God through Jesus Christ, then our world is framed by our words.  Look at the mess the world is in today, the fear, terror, and murderings that are going on worldwide.  And, most are done in the name of religious freedom.  How is this so, if God said that he has come to give us life, and life more abundantly.  Read John 3:36 and John 10:10.  This is accomplished by worshipping the Father.  We worship Him in Spirit and in truth; His Word is truth.  Our words have to line up with His Words.  There is no compromise, either sweet or bitter.  Either life or death, the choice is ours.
We want to determine one's credibility on signs and wonders, and someone else's instruction for our lives.  But, if you do not know God's Word, how will you know who is speaking to you?
For every action there is a reaction.  For every word spoken there is a result. Our words are out there working for us or against us.  And for this, we can blame no one else.  God said our words would either justify us, or condemn us.  There will be no riding the fence.  With our own mouth and words, we will frame the eternity we will live in.
Ps 39:1 I said, I will take heed to my ways, that I sin not with my tongue: I will keep my mouth with a bridle, while the wicked is before me. (KJV)

Ps 37:30-31 The mouth of the righteous speaketh wisdom, and his tongue talketh of judgment.  The law of his God is in his heart; none of his steps shall slide. (KJV)
Rom 14:12  So then every one of us shall give account of himself to God. (KJV)
We have control over our lives.  We have to make all of the decisions on which way we will turn.
Job 6:25 How forcible are right words! but what doth your arguing reprove? (KJV) 

Are you beginning to see how easy it is to allow our garden to become cluttered?  How quickly the weeds can take over?
Remember that Smokey the Bear tells us, that only you can prevent forest fires.
Read James 3:5-6.  If we would only listen to God, as He speaks to us through all these things around us.  We can learn.
We have people wanting to save the environment and the wilderness, all these endangered animals.  And yet at the same time, allow abortion, ridicule God, allow sin to run rampant, alternate lifestyles, and the list goes on.
We are not able to see how our own salvation is slipping away.  We, with our own tongues, are burning the forest down. We are the ones that are causing the destruction.  If we cannot honor and respect the Creator, how can we properly tend to that which He has created?
James 5:13-15 Is any among you afflicted? let him pray. Is any merry? let him sing psalms.  Is any sick among you? let him call for the elders of the church; and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord:  And the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord shall raise him up; and if he have committed sins, they shall be forgiven him. (KJV)
Mark 16:18 They shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover. (KJV)
James says that the prayer of faith shall save the sick.
Save = sozo = heal, deliver, make whole
But, notice it is the prayer of faith.  Are our words in line with God's?  If they are, there should be results, since God cannot lie.  If He sends His Word out, it will accomplish what it is sent to do.  Read Isaiah 48:3, Isaiah 50:4, and Isaiah 55:11.

Let's for a moment, go to Mark 11:12-24.  He sees the fig tree; but it only has leaves and not fruit. It also says, that the time of figs was not yet.  What was His purpose of cursing the tree?
Then they (Jesus Christ and the disciples) went to Jerusalem.  There he chased the money changers form the temple. The next morning, Peter notices that the fig tree is withered from the roots up. 

Just because things appear to be of God, does not mean that they are.  They could even be the mountain that is between God and us.  We are told to be instant in season and out of season.  II Timothy 4:2.
We may think that the fields are ready for harvest, but God does not rely on the outward appearances.  He knows what we should be producing, regardless of what everything or everyone else says.
Are we advancing the Kingdom?  Those in the temple were cheating God's people, and thus they were cheating God.  How often, are we that way?  Are we fair and just, in all that we do to the brethren?

If your fellow man were sinking in quicksand, would you throw him a cinder block or a rope? Many times, we think that we are throwing a rope, when in truth we are throwing them a cinder block.  We tell them what they want to hear, rather than what they need to hear.
WE become so attached to the things of this world, that God cannot use us.  We want to hang on to all our material possessions, rather than God's Word.
Like the person in the quicksand.  We go to throw them the rope, but both ends are tied to the tree.  Without loosing one end, the rope is not long enough to reach the person in trouble.
At the same time, someone may have thrown us a rope, but we do not want to let go of the cinder block.  The cinder block is all that we have worked for.  All of our material possessions that we have worked so hard for.  How will we look if we give up all of these things?  So, we will suffocate (choke) in the quicksand, rather than let go and grab the rope.  The Lord's hand is never too short to save us!
The fig tree looked good from all the outer signs.  But, the Lord looked past those things.  He looked to the inside, the same with the moneychangers.  The people thought they were helping them.  Upon close inspection, the Lord determined otherwise, and drove them away.  (Chasing the fowls away from the garden.)
This is why we need to know the Word of God for ourselves.  It has to be personal, intimate and living relationship. We have to know that God is not throwing us an anchor, but the lifeline, Jesus Christ, His Word.
Prov 4:20-22 My son, attend to my words; incline thine ear unto my sayings.  Let them not depart from thine eyes; keep them in the midst of thine heart.  For they are life unto those that find them, and health to all their flesh. (KJV)
It is a full time job living for God. We have to constantly be listening for His Word and guidance.  How would you have liked to have been Noah, with all the harassment and persecution that He had to endure, and yet carry on with the task that God and set before Him?
It is the same with us today.  We have to start building from the cornerstone up.  Use what God has given us.  No more, no less.  Set our life in the pattern that Jesus Christ set.  Learn to speak as He spoke.  Let the Words of God be your lamp through this world.  Your steps will be sure and your will not slip. 
Read Matthew 15:10-20.
We have to realize that it is what comes out of our mouth that works for or against us.  Do we spend much time and attention, to the things we allow into our spiritual man?  If we were as fussy with that which we fed our spiritual man, as we are with our physical man, the church would not be in the condition that it is today.

How many other things do we take so much time to train ourselves with?  We put importance upon education, job training, and all sorts of skills.  We spend time in our mystery novels, sport books, computer magazine; we find time for our snowmobiles, motorcycles, and the list goes on.  Thus, do we find the same amount of time to establish ourselves in the Law of Faith?  That, which will sustain us for eternity.  There is nothing wrong with all of these things listed, if it is done for the glory of God.
The thing is, how often does God get the credit for all that we accomplish?  Do we really acknowledge Him and give Him the glory He deserves?  Probably not! Today is the day that the Lord hath made, let us rejoice and be glad in it.  Let us start fresh, and begin to learn His way.  The only way.
We have been talking about law.  How many laws govern you now, in the physical world?  Do you obey them all?  How do you decide which ones to follow?
Has God given us laws or commandments that are hard to follow?  NO!  Love God with thy whole heart, mind and soul; and love thy neighbor as thyself, in this all are fulfilled.  If you can live these, you will be able to keep all the rest, because they are covered in these two.
Isa 5:13 Therefore my people are gone into captivity, because they have no knowledge: and their honourable men are famished, and their multitude dried up with thirst. (KJV) 

Hosea 4:6 My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge: because thou hast rejected knowledge, I will also reject thee, that thou shalt be no priest to me: seeing thou hast forgotten the law of thy God, I will also forget thy children. (KJV)
Amos 8:11-12 Behold, the days come, saith the Lord GOD, that I will send a famine in the land, not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but of hearing the words of the LORD: And they shall wander from sea to sea, and from the north even to the east, they shall run to and fro to seek the word of the LORD, and shall not find it. (KJV)
Rom 10:2  For I bear them record that they have a zeal of God, but not according to knowledge. (KJV)
The Word of Faith, which is preached, is the key to all that God has for us.
Read Romans 10:6-8.  But because we do not study to show ourselves approved unto God, but have heaped to ourselves, teachers having itching ears, and are now turned to fables, because we do not have the knowledge of the Word.
We are wandering from sea to sea.  From one body to another body.  From salt water to salt water.  No quenching of the thirst for knowledge.  Why?  Because we do not want to hear God's laws.  We do not want to take responsibility for our words and actions.  We go to the teachers we want to hear, that will say the things we want them to say.
What if Paul, the apostle, came to your church today?  And he would stand up and ask who had put a spell on you!  How would you receive him? 

What if Jesus Christ came in and overturned the moneychanger's tables, and drove them out.  Would we receive Him?
If we did not know who they were, probably not.  Why?  Because we are comfortable where we are.  If we want anything new, we go around till we find someone who will say what we want to hear not what we need to hear.  We want all that God has for us, but we do not want the responsibility (obedience) that goes along with it.
Phil 1:9 And this I pray, that your love may abound yet more and more in knowledge and in all judgment; (KJV)
Paul's prayer for all believers, was and is, that their working knowledge of the Word of God would surpass his.  Preachers, who are serving God, want the people to surpass them in their knowledge and operation in the Word of God.  When we become unselfish with God's Word, then we will begin to see the famine disappear.  The drought of God's Word will no longer exist.  We will no longer be lost, wandering to and fro, since we will know where home is, and is just a short distance away!

How do we stay on the straight and narrow path home?  We have to remember that we are studying the Law of Faith!  Do you remember what Hebrews 11:1 says?  NOW FAITH IS!!!  It is for today!  Not yesterday, not tomorrow, but today!
But, we as Christians seem to get caught up in some pretty strange teachings. We get led into the past.  We look for things to be wrong.  In some cases, we even try to take trips into our past, to correct things we think might still be hindering us, or working against us.
Who better than Paul, the Apostle, would have had a better excuse to go and dig up his past, because his memories might have been bothering him?  But, there is nothing in the BIBLE (at least mine), that tells me to go and have my memory healed.  Much to the contrary.  Now faith is.

Phil 3:13-14 Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before,  I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.(KJV)
Forgetting = to lose out of the mind.
Isa 43:25 I, even I, am he that blotteth out thy transgressions for mine own sake, and will not remember thy sins. (KJV)
Isa 44:22 I have blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy transgressions, and, as a cloud, thy sins: return unto me; for I have redeemed thee. (KJV)
God the Father put the sins and sickness of the world on Jesus Christ.  This, when He died on the cross and descended to the deep.  And then rose victorious! Yet, we as believers are constantly trying to hold onto or dig up the past.
"Therefore, if any man be in Christ, he is a new creation; old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new."  II Corinthians 5:17.  Why do we try to hold onto the past?  Why do we need our memories healed?
Are we trying to tell the Father, that His Son did not accomplish a complete work?  Are we telling the Father that He needs to send His son a second time?
He will be coming back, but not to redo His death, burial and resurrection, He will be coming back for those who have accepted what He accomplished the first time.  Jesus Christ did a complete work.  We are new creations.  We have been translated into His kingdom.  We have to keep our minds renewed with the Word of God, and cast out any imagination that tries to exalt itself against the knowledge of God.  When we will do this, and then we will be free from the past, for the truth shall make us free.
Going back into the past, is it any different than a séance?  Remember what the Word says about sorcery and divinations!
God forgave us all of our sins when His Son was seated at His right hand.  He has said that He will not bring them into remembrance.  Is God a liar?  NO!  So, if God is not bringing these things out of your past, who is? It is the father of lies.  He comes to steal, to kill, and to destroy your relationship with God.  If he can keep you looking at the past, he has you doubting God's Word.  He also has you heading away from the prize, Jesus Christ. Then you begin to doubt God's forgiveness and forgetfulness.  Finally, you will 

begin to doubt your salvation.
Let us hold fast our profession of faith.  Keep fresh in your heart and mind that, this is the day that the Lord has made!  So, I will rejoice and be glad in it!  He has forgiven and forgotten my sins.  God will never throw them up in front of me.  This is why we walk in now faith.  It is the law that I can live with!  Can you?????
That you may know Him 

In the service of Christ Jesus, 

Larry Gazelka 

