Sow What!       v16n7
Read Mark 4:1-20.
Tools needed: shovel, pick, rake, hoe, post hole digger, posts, fencing material, fence staples, fence pliers, hammer, scarecrow, hose, water source, seeds fertilizer and some sweat and work.
Many of us, when we think of vegetables think of the farmers market or the grocery store.  We go, pick out what we want, when we want, with never a thought of what was necessary to get the product in front of you.  We take it for granted.  That is why in verse 13 Mark writes that if we do not understand this parable, we will not understand any of the others.
To produce the food necessary to feed the country takes a combined effort, on the part of many individuals, before it becomes of any use to us.

If one person in the chain becomes greedy, or not wanting to be part of it, the end result is threatened.  Jeopardizing, not only those who are in the supply chain, but those who depend on the food to sustain them.  If one person thinks of him or herself as more important than the other does, again, we will have the same results.  But, if we do it to the glory of God, we only look for the end result of another victory for the kingdom of God.
One other thing also to remember before we get started.  Remember back to the lesson on tithing.  Prov. 3:9 said to honor the Lord with all your substance.  Malachi 3:10 said to bring the entire tithe into the storehouse.
If the farmers only grew enough for themselves, there would be no need for the grocery store or the farmers market.  The canners would be out of business, no jobs for the truckers, no need for truck dealers and no need for produce companies.  Can you see how that, if one thinks of himself as more important than the others, all suffer?  Yet, how often do we do this in the church today? 
Is this why, maybe, the storehouses do not have enough to sustain everyone?  Sow 

what?
Mark 4:4 and 15, “And it came to pass, as he sowed, some fell by the way side, and the fowls of the air came and devoured it up.” Verse 15, “And these are they by the way side, where the word is sown; but when they have heard, Satan cometh immediately, and taketh away the word that was sown in their hearts.” (KJV)
Some fell by the wayside and the fowls of the air came.  (Remember who Satan is, 

Eph. 2:2)  Satan and his workers come immediately and take away the Word that 

was planted.

The wayside is the area that is well traveled, packed down, and hard to penetrate.  (Remember the list of tools needed).  No time was taken to prepare the ground.  So, for any of the seed that was scattered, it did not have time to germinate and take root.
Have you ever thrown out fresh grass seed?  If you don’t prepare the soil, cover it, water it, and nourish it, what will happen?  The birds come and eat the seed.  Rain will come and wash some of it away.  Montana breezes will remove the rest.
Likewise, if we have not prepared ourselves in the Word of God, and utilize the tools that He has given us, (they were purchased with a great price), much of the seed, (Word), will go to waste because we had not prepared ourselves properly.  (Eph. 6:15, "and your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace.")

Even the wayside can be made productive if the proper preparation is made.  It is also necessary for us to know what our function is.   If everyone tries to dig – who will plant?  If everyone wants to plant, who will water?  If everyone wants to water, who will harvest?  If everyone wants to harvest, who will run the mill?  Are you beginning to see how important every member is to the body? At the same time how much will be accomplished if we try to do all the work ourselves?
Satan comes immediately!  He does not want to give that seed anytime to develop. Get it out of there before it might germinate and spread.  Before anyone can come along and water it.  How many seeds can come off one dandelion?  Can you begin to see why Satan comes immediately?
This is why, when God shows us something in the Word, we need to put it into practice right away.   Do not let Satan come and tell you that it is of no value.  Do not let someone come along and tell you that you are too picky or fanatical.  This is how Satan can steal the Word away from us.  Then, instead of sharing what God has opened to us, we go and hide it.   Read Jeremiah chapter 13.  When we go to use it later, it is no good, because it is not real and working in our lives.
At times, we the church, are guilty of this.  We are too set in our ways, and kill some seeds that otherwise would have made it.   We will dig the seed up to see if it is developing the way we think it should.  At times, we will dig it up several times, to keep rechecking it.  What will happen to this seed?  It will begin to die, unless tenderly nurtured.  We uprooted it, sent it into shock, and now we have to stabilize it or it will die.
Each and every seed is different.  Each will grow and develop at different rates and to different sizes.  We just have to be faithful to the task the Father has asked of us.
When you get ahold of God’s Word, let it develop; do not let it go.  Do not let anyone take it away from you.  The vultures may circle overhead, but you can keep them from landing.
Do not let anyone beat you down or step on you.  Know the tools that God has 

given you through Jesus Christ.  Be confident that He, who has begun a good work 

in you, will continue if you allow Him to.   Read Philippians 1:6.
You never know where a seed might sprout up.  Let His light guide your steps, so you do not injure anyone with your tools.
Mark 4:5-6, And some fell on stony ground, where it had not much earth; and immediately it sprang up, because it had not depth of earth.  But, when the sun was up, it was scorched; and because it had no root, it withered away. (KJV)

" Verses 16-17, "And these are they in like manner that are sown on stony ground, who, when they have heard the Word, immediately receive it with gladness, and have no root in themselves, and so endure but for a time; afterward, when affliction or persecution ariseth for the Word’s sake, immediately they are offended." (KJV)
What is stony ground?
Here around Augusta, Montana, it seems that we grow more rocks and stones than 

anything else.  From looking at the hillsides, you would not think that much planting would be possible here.  Those who put in the time and effort have made their land productive.  But, it is time consuming and hard work.
Some heard the Word and immediately received it with gladness, but will not take the time to become established in the Word.  They do not want to take the time and effort to prepare the ground, to enable the seed (Word) to take hold and establish it.  They may throw a few rocks out of the way, but the effort may seem endless (and the rocks), so they will go back to the old way.
But, let us take a closer look at what the Lord describes as the real problems.
Note:  they endure for a time.  They put up with it, but!  Then affliction and persecution arises for the Word’s sake.  Just as when the sun comes up on the foothills, it does not take long for the heat to intensify and become uncomfortable.  The same is true with the Son.  When He makes His presence known, the heat is on.
We hear things like, "Are you trying to be a Holy Joe?"  "Are you better than us?"  "God is not concerned with what words we use!"  "That’s fine that God spoke to you, but keep it to yourself!"  "Don’t try to influence us; we have been serving God longer than you!"
Some of these responses sound familiar?  We end up chasing more people away form God’s kingdom then we help in.  Why?  We are more interested in people’s faults than what is true and real in their life.  So, we end up using the sword of the Spirit to kill and divide instead of life and growth.
Persecution = to oppress or harass with ill-treatment 

Affliction = to inflict mental or physical suffering upon; cause distress 

Note that the persecution and affliction arise for the Word’s sake.  It can come from inside or outside the body of Christ.  Remember in Matthew chapter 20, how those who went in to work at the 11th hour were rewarded the same as those who had labored all day.  They got mad.  They thought that they were treated unfairly.  We do the same, when we see someone who has not been in the Lord near as long as we have.  We wonder how they could know as much as we do.  Thus, we rob them of the ability to grow, and possibly even chase them away from God.  And we rob ourselves from being able to hear from God, since we do not like His choice of messengers.  God can give anyone or anything to teach us, if we will only hear His voice.
How often do we harass people, because we do not feel that they are at the same level as we are?  We tell them smoking will send them to hell!  Can you show me the chapter and verse that states that?  They may have a bigger problem that God is working and dealing with them on.  And we, with our infinite wisdom and knowledge, will persecute them, harass them to the point that they might say, who needs God if this is what He is all about.

At times we might even pile the stones on them, instead of lifting them off, and allowing light, water and air in, to allow them to grow.
Offend = to create or excite anger, resentment, annoyance, to cause to sin

We need to be watchful of our words, lest we cause someone to flee from God.  Our job is supposed to be bringing them into the Kingdom, not driving them away. 

When the persecution offends us, this is when we want to put the bushel over our light.  Hide from those that are persecuting us.
That is what I did out in Augusta for a few years.  I let what people had to say about me, and God’s Word keep me quiet, and no longer shared God’s truth, that can make us free.  Once you cover the light, it is of no use.  Not even to yourself, since you have hindered your own ability to see the path clearly.
But, that time is now past!  It is time for us to proclaim God’s Word from the rooftops.  To let all people see the light that is within us.
All soil can be made productive.  Within the Body of Christ, there is enough wisdom and knowledge to do the work.  Can we work together?
Mark 4:7 and 18-19, "And some fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up, and choked it, and it yielded not fruit."  Verse 18-19,  "And these are they that are sown among thorns; such as hear the Word and the cares of this age, and the deceitfulness of riches, and the lust of other things entering in, choke the Word and it becomes unfruitful." (KJV)
And some went in among the thorns.  Notice, that they hear the Word, but the cares of this world, coveting riches, and various lusts, cause them to run away from God’s Word.
What is your goal in this life?  Is it to become rich and famous?  Do you want to get into politics?  Where do you want to be twenty years form now? These are questions we, and others, ask us all of the time.  What is my motivation?
Nothing wrong with having a good job, a new car, big house, or all of the other luxuries, as long as they do not take priority before God and His Word.  If they become first in your life, then you have to take an attitude check.  You have to examine yourself to see if they are bringing growth in God’s Word in your life, or whether they are depriving you of your spiritual food.
Did you note that it says that these things enter in?  You have to open the door and allow them to come in.  The devil sends them C.O.D.  You have to open up and sign for them.
Remember the prodigal son?  He asked for what was rightfully his.  He received them all.  Yet, he used them for the wrong purposes.  Thus, he was led away from God. This is why we have to be sure of why and what we are asking God for.  We need to make sure it does not lead us away from Him.  Read Luke 21:34.  Also, notice though, that when the prodigal son came to his senses and returned home, the father saw him far off, and went out to meet him, and restored him.  Praise God for His mercy.
God never said that money is evil.  He tells us that the love of it is.  It is so easy to be tricked into keeping up with everyone around us.  But, when we get all these other toys, do we end up spending more time with God, the same amount as before, or does it maybe even decrease?  Do we look for things to occupy our time, rather than occupying ourselves with God’s Word?  Read Eccl. 5:13-17.
When we become rich by the world’s standards, we then find ourselves protecting them by the world’s standards.  We become occupied with whom might be trying to steal from us.  Find security systems that will protect our valuables.  In some cases, even hire guards, for we have begun to live in fear.  Read II Timothy 1:7.
We are tricked into the wrong way of doing things.  We have allowed them to come in and control us, rather than having them under our control. It is so easy to allow this to happen.  To allow these temptations and fears to come in and take root.  And, all because we would not keep the garden weeded out.  They don’t look like much at first, but then they spread, and in not much time, they have taken over, and are a threat to choke out the whole garden.
The same is true with the lusts of other things.
Lust – intense desire or craving 

We are to love our God with our whole mind, soul and body.  We are to love Him with the same love He has for us, the love that allowed Him to sacrifice His Son in our place.
In all the cases of the thorns, they all enter in.  We have to open the door, and allow them to come inside.  No one else can force it upon you. The list of the "lust of other things" would be endless, since each of us have our own list of lust and desires.  There is an endless list that can lead us away from God’s Word and His kingdom.  That is why we have to continually ask ourselves, what is first in my life?  What are my goals?  We have to be aware of the things that are trying to choke out God’s Word.
If someone is not breathing, we apply CPR.  How come when we see people all around us choking spiritually, we do not apply God’s Word?  It is life!  It is abundant life!
You are snared with the words of your mouth. Your own words can work against you.  The title of this parable is the Sower, but what does He sow? We have failed to see that God is talking about the Word.  The words that He has given us and set an example with.  (Seeds)  Which ones are ruling in your life, His Words or yours?
The seed that is sown on the good ground, is where one has taken the time to prepare himself, for the Words that God will have him plant.  He is sure that the soil is broken enough to give place for the seed to establish itself, and grow.  He removes the stones so it will not rob the seed of Sonshine or moisture (Living Waters).  He prevents the fowls of the air from stealing the seed.  He removes the weeds (distractions).  When the weeds first start, they often look like the good plant (wolves in sheep’s clothing).  They usually need to grow a little before we can distinguish the difference.  Then you need to make sure you remove the entire root, or it will return.  Otherwise, the weeds will rob from the seed growth.
The thorns are kept out, so when the harvest is ready, it will not injure the workers or cause them to shy or back away from the work at hand.  (How much time does it take for a bush to develop thorns?)  Thus, we can be gentle at harvest, so as not to loose all or part of the seeds before it arrives at the storehouse. 

Too many of us want to be sitting around God’s table indulging ourselves, while God is still telling us there is work to be done.
What kind of words have you planted in your garden?  Gal. 6:7 – you will reap what you sow.

Today, God is asking, who will work for me in my field?  Will you??? 

That you may know Him 

In the service of Jesus Christ 

Larry Gazelka 

