His, Mine and Ours       v16n6

Chapter 1 - Sometimes

Probably the biggest area of misunderstanding in the church today, is and has to do with tithing.  The dreaded word to Christians.
For a moment though, lets go back to the Word of God, and do a little bit of study, concerning our walk as a Christian.
Prov 3:9 Honour the LORD with thy substance, and with the firstfruits of all thine increase: (KJV)
It says to honor the Lord with thy substance.  The first thing we always grab for is our 

pocket to protect our wallet.   But, we are jumping way ahead of what God is trying to tell us.  Are you alive today?  You must be if you are reading this!  When you got up this morning, did you remember that this is the day the Lord has made, and I will rejoice and be glad in it?  Were you thankful to be alive? Were you thankful for another day to serve Him?  Had you forgotten your attitude of gratitude?
Everyday we are here on earth, we have the opportunity to work for Him.  Paul, in the first chapter of Philippians, says he has mixed emotions.  He would like to be home with the Lord, but he could see that the Lord still had some work for him to do.  So...he saw that he needed to be busy here for yet awhile.
After we are become part of the body of Christ, we need to become familiar with God's Word.  It is the only way that we can grow close to the Lord.  (Romans 10:17).  So, how much time do we give to the Lord each day?  When you first learned to walk, did you go on a three-mile hike?  More like two or three steps. You traveled what you were able to!  As your body grew in strength and balance, thus, you advanced in your ability to travel greater distances.  Also, as you grew your diet also changed to meet the needs of nourishment, to give your body the strength to do what was necessary.
The same is true in our Christian walk. As we begin to grow, we need to develop the resources that will sustain us.  When you were young, you needed more meals of less food to keep you going.  Likewise, when we start with the Lord, we need little bits of the Word at well-placed intervals.  As we grow older, we need longer meals, with more substance.  If this is properly provided, we will begin to mature and develop.  If not, we will regress.  The question is then, how much time are we spending with the Lord each day?  Does the spiritual man get as much nourishment as the physical?  The spiritual man will live forever, whether heaven or hell.  The physical will go back to dust.  Which one, spiritual or physical, gets the most nourishment? If this is out of balance, so will be your walk with the Lord.
As we can see, the more of our time that we yield to the Lord, the more His image and likeness will manifest itself in our life.   The more this becomes evident, the more we will realize that it is all the Fathers in the first place, and the more we will enjoy life as we dedicate ourselves to serving Him.
Read Eccl. 3.  We will be able to see that God does have time for all things.  This becomes most apparent when we are walking in His Word.  When we are walking with Him, we then realize that all time is His, and are better equipped to dedicate our lives (time) to Him.
So, as you can see, the first thing God asks of us is time.  Do you have any left for Him?
Chapter 2 - Talent Scouts

As we continue in His Word, grounded and settled, we begin to realize that all time here is a blessing from God.  How we utilize it, is our next point of discussion.
If we are listening to His Word, we come to the realization that we are workers for His Kingdom.  Who does not try to please their boss?  If your employer is fair, you try to do good work to satisfy them, for advancement, pay raises and any praise that you might be afforded.  The better you do the more responsibility that is given you.
The same is true in God's Kingdom.  The more or better we know His Word, the clearer His voice becomes.  The clearer His voice becomes, the better able we are prepared to carry out His wishes thus building up the body of Christ.

As we grow in giving God His time, we can see that all of our talents are His, and it becomes much easier to do as He asks.  Can you see how that, as we give God our time, we realize that all of our talents belong to Him, and can then dedicate all that we say or do to His glory and honor?
Just as our faith grows by hearing God's Word, our talent is also increased as we dedicate ourselves to God. Every job that I do, if I do it to please man, I have troubles, but if I do it to please God, it always comes out well.
1 Cor 10:31  Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God. (KJV)

Now that you can dedicate yourself to serve God, what can there be that you cannot do?
Matt 19:26  But Jesus beheld them, and said unto them, With men this is impossible; but with God all things are possible. (KJV)
Matt 16:17  And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven. (KJV)
Ps 23:6  Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever. (KJV)
As we step out for God, sharing His Word, He will confirm it as He does the follow-up work.  Thus, we can utilize His talents that He has given us, without getting in the way.
Chapter 3 - Storehouse or Outhouse
Mal 3:8-10  Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me. But ye say, Wherein have we robbed thee? In tithes and offerings. Ye are cursed with a curse: for ye have robbed me, even this whole nation. Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith the LORD of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it. (KJV)
We rob God, by not giving Him the time He deserves.  We look for so many activities to try to keep ourselves busy.  We look for new adventures, excitement, anything to help pass the time.  How much time does God get, only what is left over?
This is how we rob God.  We only seem to need Him when there is a problem or a crisis.  Do you really think that this is the only time God wants to see us?
We as parents or grandparents, look forward to when the children come to visit.  It is just that most of the time; it is only on special occasions or when they have problems.  Sound familiar?  We treat God the same way.  We have problems, need or want something on special occasions.  This is when we want to talk to God.  This is when we want him to answer us.
Do you remember to thank Him for the sunrise or the sunset?  For the ability just to make it through the day?  For the roof over your head or the food and clothing underneath it.  We, in this society are Gimme's.  Gimme this or gimme that.  We have forgotten the words please and thank you Lord!

If we can dedicate our time or talents to the Lord, what will be our response if God ever asks us to give to one of His works?  Can you see how important giving our time to God really is?
If we don't have time for God, how can we expect Him to have time for us?  Read Luke 15:11-32.  The Lord wants to welcome you back home.  All you have to do is RETURN, God is waiting.  Do you have the time?
Let's start bringing our tithes into the storehouse.  Start by exercising yourself with giving God the time he deserves each day.  Do it cheerfully.  God loves a cheerful giver.
Dedicate each day to Him.  Let Him know that you are working for Him full time.
Do not punch a time clock with God.
When you have accomplished these first two, then you will realize all that you have is His anyhow.  You will never mind sharing what he has given you.  Then as Malachi says, your storehouse will be full, there will not be room to contain it.
Do you have a storehouse or outhouse??? 

That you may know Him, 
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