At What Cost?       v16n5
Eccl 1:18 For in much wisdom is much grief: and he that increaseth knowledge increaseth sorrow. (KJV)

Wisdom = knowledge digested by thought.
Luke 14:28-29 For which of you, intending to build a tower, sitteth not down first, and counteth the cost, whether he have sufficient to finish it? Lest haply, after he hath laid the foundation, and is not able to finish it, all that behold it begin to mock him, (KJV)
As the days grew closer to the Lord’s return, it is easy to look around and see the total chaos that is in the world today. We can see all kinds of leaders that claim to be following Jesus Christ, but their action, their lack of taking a stand against that which is wrong, is setting the tone for the lackadaisical attitudes in the world and the church today.
We have started to build, just as Noah did, but where Noah followed through to the end, most of us have quit. The mockers and the scoffers have gotten to the church. We are to busy with other things than that which Lord has set before us. We have forgotten the cost of discipleship.
If the gifts of the Spirit are flowing, if there are healings and miracles, prophecies, and speaking in tongues, then we want to be around God’s work. But, what about when the persecution starts? The murmuring and strife enters in and criticism from the outside starts? Then, we usually take a few quick steps back and wonder if it is worth it. Is it?
We, as the body of Christ, are afraid to call sin, sin anymore. We find neat labels to put on them. We call them diseases. That way we do not have to accept responsibility for them. We are not at fault.
Gal 3:13 Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: for it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree: (KJV)
Deut 28:15 But it shall come to pass, if thou wilt not hearken unto the voice of the LORD thy God, to observe to do all his commandments and his statutes which I command thee this day; that all these curses shall come upon thee, and overtake thee: (KJV)

Mark 16:17 And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with new tongues; (KJV)

We have a choice. If we choose to go against God and His Word, we are under the 

curse of the law, and are subject to any or all of those listed in Deut. 28:16-68. We can call them whatever we want, but they are still the curse of not serving the Living God.
Deut 28:61 Also every sickness, and every plague, which is not written in the book of this law, them will the LORD bring upon thee, until thou be destroyed. (KJV)

No matter how much we seem to think we know; if we take a close look at the world around us, we have not accomplished much.
Throughout the world, with our vast wealth of acquired knowledge in some areas, we have not accomplished much to alleviate pain, suffering sickness, starvation, and the list goes on. If we have so many answers, why so little results?
Prov 2:10-11 When wisdom entereth into thine heart, and knowledge is pleasant unto thy soul; Discretion shall preserve thee, understanding shall keep thee: (KJV)
Wisdom = knowledge digested by thought, forming sound judgement.

Knowledge = clear perception of a truth or fact, that which has been perceived or grasped mentally.

Discretion = wise judgment

Understanding = the agreement of two or more minds
Prov 9:10 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom: and the knowledge of the holy is understanding. (KJV)
Wisdom is the beginning of one to understand God’s knowledge, in order to be able to accept and properly apply His remedy or cure for whatever ails us. As we apply the remedy, it enables us to look beyond the physical sphere our physical man tries to keep us entrapped in. We can then speak by the inspiration of God’s Word, enabling us, by sound judgement, to discern both good and evil, and yet have an answer for every man that asks.
In watching the movie "And the Band Played On", the other evening, one thing became very evident. As a few doctors noticed the start of the Aids epidemic, no one wanted to believe them. Everyone wanted more proof. People were dying at a multiplying rate, but more proof was needed. When others joined the fight, their primary concern was who would get the credit. Who would get the moneys? Sound familiar?
To me it rings of the church today. We are so busy looking for signs and wonders to signal His return that we cannot see the apathy that has set in. A few are working, but most are trying to establish their own word for their own gain. We fail to see the multitudes perishing for the lack of the Word of God. We have enough of our own problems without being concerned with others, or their problems. We may even think that they deserve whatever they get.
We as the church have got to wake up.
John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. (KJV)
If we do not set the example as the Son, what hope is there?
Heb 5:12 For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach you again which be the first principles of the oracles of God; and are become such as have need of milk, and not of strong meat. (KJV)
Prov 21:2 Every way of a man is right in his own eyes: but the LORD pondereth the hearts. (KJV)
Ps 37:1-7 Fret not thyself because of evildoers, neither be thou envious against the workers of iniquity. For they shall soon be cut down like the grass, and wither as the green herb. Trust in the LORD, and do good; so shalt thou dwell in the land, and verily thou shalt be fed. Delight thyself also in the LORD; and he shall give thee the desires of thine heart. Commit thy way unto the LORD; trust also in him; and he shall bring it to pass. And he shall bring forth thy righteousness as the light, and thy judgment as the noonday. Rest in the LORD, and wait patiently for him: fret not thyself because of him who prospereth in his way, because of the man who bringeth wicked devices to pass. (KJV)
To count the cost, we have to trust and act upon what God has asked us to do. He will not ask anything of you, that He will not give you the grace to see you through.
To what extent are we willing to be used of God? Will we really do whatever He asks?
The Father gave His Son, at what cost?????? 
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