Christian Are You Dressed?       v16n3

Making Ready

Ephesians 6:10-20  In conclusion, strengthen yourselves in the Lord and in the power which His supreme might imparts. Put on the complete armour of God, so as to be able to stand firm against all the stratagems of the Devil. For ours is not a conflict with mere flesh and blood, but with the despotisms, the empires, the forces that control and govern this dark world - the spiritual hosts of evil arrayed against us in the heavenly warfare. Therefore put on the complete armour of God, so that you may be able to stand your ground on the day of battle, and, having fought to the end, to remain victors on the field. Stand therefore, first fastening round you the girdle of truth and putting on the breastplate of uprightness as well as the shoes of the Good News of peace - a firm foundation for your feet. And besides all these take the great shield of faith, on which you will be able to quench all the flaming darts of the Wicked one; and take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit which is the word of God. Pray with unceasing prayer and entreaty on every fitting occasion in the Spirit, and be always on the alert to seize opportunities for doing so, with unwearied persistence and entreaty on behalf of all God's people, and ask on my behalf that words may be given to me so that, outspoken and fearless, I may make known the truths (hitherto kept secret) of the Good News - to spread which I am an ambassador in chains - so that when telling them I may speak out boldly as I ought. (Weymouth translation)
As you can tell by the title of this message, Christian Are You Dressed? God is asking us if we have put on everything that He has made available to us. Have we really taken the time to study what the real call to godliness is?
Paul, in describing the armor of God, relates to the Roman soldier, who was the best equipped and the best-trained soldier of his time period.  If we can try to see this at the same time we study the armor; we should have a more complete picture of who we are in Christ.

Another thing to remember, is that a well trained and informed soldier, knows the strength and the weaknesses of his enemy; thus enabling him through the agony of battle, to come out of it with the victory. 

BEING PREPARED

Eph. 6:10 Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might. (KJV)
One of the first things we have to recognize and realize is whose side we are on, and who is our commanding general.  Most of us, I do not think, we would want to engage the enemy, if we knew we were going to be defeated.

1 Cor 2:4-5 And my speech and my preaching was not with enticing words of man's wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power: That your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God. (KJV)

Read 1 Cor. 2:3-12.
We have to know where our strength is from.  We have to know how to tap into this strength.  Only, when we can know and do this, will we be able to be strong in the Lord.
Phil 4:13 I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me. (KJV)
2 Cor 2:14-17 Now thanks be unto God, which always causeth us to triumph in Christ, and maketh manifest the savour of his knowledge by us in every place. For we are unto God a sweet savour of Christ, in them that are saved, and in them that perish: To the one we are the savour of death unto death; and to the other the savour of life unto life. And who is sufficient for these things? For we are not as many, which corrupt the word of God: but as of sincerity, but as of God, in the sight of God speak we in Christ. (KJV)
It is the same as with a computer, if you do not know the commands, even though the computer has all of the knowledge stored in it already, it is of no usable use to you.  The same with God's Word.  You could have the whole Bible memorized, but if you do not know how to hear God, you will not be able to be of benefit to anyone, but rather a hindrance.
Eph 6:11 Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. (KJV)
Too often, most of us are waiting for God to dress us.  Paul writes very explicitly that, we have to put on the full armor of God, not bits and pieces, but all of it.  And once we get it put on, to leave it on.  Most of us want to take it off at night, and put it back on in the morning.  We need to put it on once and for all!  We need the protection of the Word just as much when we are asleep as we do when we are awake.
Also take note, that Paul says "that you might be able to stand".  God, through Jesus Christ, has done everything necessary for you to be a success as a Christian.  Jesus Christ made a show of him (Satan) openly, defeated him, and arose to sit at the right hand of the Father.  He then sent the Comforter to us, that we would be successful against the attacks of the devil.
Read: II Cor 5:17, Col 1:13-14, and John 3:3-8.

Ephesians 6:12 For ours is not a conflict with mere flesh and blood, but with the despotisms, the empires, the forces that control and govern this dark world - the spiritual hosts of evil arrayed against us in the heavenly warfare. (Weymouth translation)

We need to know who our enemies are.  We need to know his methods of operation. We need to know his strengths and weaknesses.  Just as an army prepares for an enemy before battle, he finds out all these things before hand.  But he does not brag up the enemy, he does not make him out to be more than he is.
Ephesians 6:13 therefore put on the complete armour of God, so that you may be able to stand your ground on the day of battle, and, having fought to the end, to remain victors on the field. (Weymouth translation)

Again Paul stresses the fact, put on the complete armor of God. Put it on, leave it on, so that you can stand.  Stand also refers to rights and/or authority.  When we are complete in God through Jesus Christ, we will know the rights and authority given to us.  We will recognize that the battle is God's, not ours.  But we have to know how to put God in charge of our battlefield.  Just as Jesus Christ, when in the wilderness told Satan what the written Word of God said.  It was putting the Word on the battlefield that brought about the victory. It is also this way for us.  We have to know the Word well enough to be able to put the Word of God on the scene.  When we are at that point in our walk with God, then we will be victors. 

TO THE ARMORY

Again, as we start the armor, picture the Roman soldier, preparing himself for battle, securing his armor into place so that there would be no area of weakness.  Also, the mental strategy, of knowing that he was the best in the world.  No one could defeat him!
Ephesians 6:14 Stand therefore, first fastening round you the girdle of truth... (Weymouth translation)
The first piece of armor to go on was the girdle, the base of all the armament.  It protected the loins (reproductive area).  It was used to secure the breastplate, and to carry the sword.  So, you can see the importance of the girdle.
Likewise, Paul tells us that the base for our relationship with God is the truth.  The Word is Truth, and we know the Word is Jesus Christ, the cornerstone.  Ref. Jer. 13:1-11.  When we receive the truth, we have two choices that we can make.  We can take the Word and set it on the shelf (hide it under a rock), and when we go to use the truth we find it to be useless, or we can keep the truth readily available, to set us free.
Speaking the truth is not as easy as hiding it under a rock.  Just as when you correct your children, they get a soured look on their face, the same is true when the truth is put on the scene.  Soured faces, because we don't want to change, it is too much work.
The Roman solider had to practice everyday to remain proficient at his skills with his weapons.  Likewise, we have to study to show ourselves approved unto God, daily.  Only this way, can we stay well trained with the Word of God.  Then, we will know the truth, and the truth will set us free!
John 4:21-24 vs.24 God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth. (KJV) 

The only way the commander-in-chief, the Father, can be our leader is by the Spirit and Truth.  We have to know the truth of the Word of God that was sent for our ransom an obedient son who did all that His Father asked.  The truth of the Son of God (Matt. 16) and all He gave to accomplish it.
John 8:31-32 Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free. (KJV)
This is why Jesus Christ, and Paul, should be our examples.  Do what they did, no more, no less.  It is when we start adding traditions, and compromise holidays, that we get away from the truth, we are held captive.

John 8:31 ... if you hold fast to my teaching, then you are truly my disciples; (Weymouth translation)

Are we holding fast to what he taught?  No more, no less?
Eph. 1:13 In whom ye also trusted, after ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation. (KJV)
Do we continue to trust the example he set for us?  Go back and read the gospels, and see what kind of example the obedient Son of God, Jesus Christ set for us.  Everything he did, he used the Father as an example.
John 14:6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me. (KJV)
Read: I Tim. 2:4-8.
2 Timothy 2:15-16 Earnestly seek to commend yourself to God as a servant who, because of his straightforward dealing with the word of truth, has no reason to feel any shame. But from irreligious and frivolous talk hold aloof, for those who indulge in it will proceed from bad to worse in impiety, (Weymouth translation)

God did not say that it would be easy holding onto the truth.  But He did say that he would be with us.  So many compromises come along.  To try and lead us astray!  But if we stay rooted and grounded in the Word, we will be able to withstand Satan and his attacks.
Ephesians 4:14-15 So we shall no longer be babes nor shall we resemble mariners tossed on the waves and carried about with every changing wind of doctrine according to men's cleverness and unscrupulous cunning, making use of every shifting device to mislead. But we shall lovingly hold to the truth, and shall in all respects grow up into union with Him who is our Head, even Christ. (Weymouth translation)

In Viet Nam, many of the battles in the jungle were fought in ambush style.  Both sides utilized this tactic.  The better the planning, the better the concealment, the more devastating the results.  You would learn to blend in with the surroundings, and spring the attack on them when least expected, with disastrous results.  This inflicting damage, caused confusion, turmoil, and sometimes death.  This is kind of the way that Satan attacks the body of Christ. 

Speaking the truth in love sometimes causes hurt and confusion. (Confusion is not from God). And we would never like to admit that we might walk into an ambush. So, when someone might try to warn us, or point out to us, the things that do not line up with the Word of God, we tend to make excuses, and try to justify our decisions.  Thus becoming prime targets for a well-concealed ambush.  (Wolves in sheep clothing) The only WAY, to prevent this type of attack (ambush), is by knowing the truth, which is God's Word.  Not by traditions or doctrines which man has established.  Nor by church laws and by-laws.  And all other such things, that man establishes to try to put God's people back into bondage with.  But, by knowing the truth, which is the Word of God.
In Viet Nam, you learned to detect the enemy by many different means.  Sometimes by smell, other times by hearing, and at times by watching the wildlife to detect their movement.  You learned to develop all of your physical senses, in order to survive.  The thing that we forget is that the Lord tells us many times in His Word that we are in a war, a spiritual battle that has our spiritual life at risk. If, when it comes to our physical life, that we become so adept at saving our lives.  And yet, when it comes to our spiritual life, which is so much more important, we do not take near the precautions that we 

should, to save ourselves for eternity.

Thus, when we are walking through this jungle of life, we fail to see or recognize all of the traps Satan has before us.  You fail to see the trip-wires or land mines that Satan has placed in our path.  And in doing so, we set off a huge explosion, injuring or killing ourselves, plus those around us.
I pray that you are beginning to see the necessity, of securing the armor of God in place.  The girdle of truth has to be fit and secured properly for you to lay a firm foundation for the other pieces of God's armor.  You have to know the truth according to God's Word, not according to men's doctrines and traditions, which lie in wait to deceive.
If you will recall, that when Jesus Christ was in the wilderness, that the devil came to tempt Him, that the devil tried to use the Word of God to try to tempt Him.  It was only by His knowing the proper application of the truth that He was able to put the devil to flight.
You shall know the truth and the truth shall make you free!
Eph 6:14 … and having on the breastplate of righteousness. (KJV)
What part of the body, does the breastplate cover?  It covers the heart and the lungs, the areas necessary to sustain life.
Christ Jesus was made righteousness unto us, His sacrifice of His life.  And thus became our innocence before the Father.  (I Cor. 1:30).
Eph 4:7 But unto every one of us is given grace according to the measure of the 

gift of Christ. (KJV)

When you accepted Jesus Christ, did you accept all of Him or just part of Him?  You cannot accept part of Him!  It is all or nothing!  He accomplished a complete work, nothing lacking.  It is this righteousness (innocence) that covers my heart.  And it is this that enables me to keep living and preaching God's Word.
If you remember back in John's gospel, where Jesus Christ told us that we would do the works that He did and great works than these.  How could He tell us this, unless He would give us everything necessary to accomplish it?  If He would give more to one than He would to another, it would make Him a respecter of persons, and then we would have to throw out the whole Bible.
Job 29:14 I put on righteousness, and it clothed me: my judgment was as a robe and a diadem. (KJV)
Ps 71:2 Deliver me in thy righteousness, and cause me to escape: incline thine ear unto me, and save me. (KJV)
Col 1:13 Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son: (KJV)
By Jesus Christ we have been delivered.  By Him, we are justified in the eyes of our Father.
Rom 3:21 But now the righteousness of God without the law is manifested, being witnessed by the law and the prophets; (KJV)
Rom 5:1 Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ: (KJV)
Are you beginning to see the protection that He has given you to protect your heart with? Remember our comparison to the Roman soldier?  How he first put on the girdle, and in our case, the girdle of truth.  Second, the breastplate, and in our case the breastplate of righteousness.  Take note, that the breastplate is fastened to the body by the girdle, in our case, the girdle of truth.  This is how it is secured and fastened.  How secure is your breastplate??
Some scriptures for you to read on righteousness: 

Psa. 85 all
Psa. 98 all
Rom. 10:4-13
I Jn. 2:26-29
These are a few.  There are many more. Enjoy God's Word. Search the scriptures to find the righteousness afforded you!

Eph 6:15 And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace; (KJV)

Preparation = The act or process of making ready before hand.
Preparedness = Military readiness for war

The Roman solider that was preparing for battle took ample time to prepare himself and his armor.

In the Marine Corps, when going through basics, one could not understand why all of the repetitiveness was pushed so much.  Or the reason for learning to act on command, or learning to trust your fellow soldier with your very life.  But, by the time that you  arrived in Viet Nam, you understood fully, why these things were taught.  By taking the time to prepare adequately, many lives were spared. Why?  You were prepared!!
The Roman soldier took the time to make sure that his sandals were properly laced up, and firmly in place.  (I am sure many of us have had a blister at one time or another. Why?) By having a firm foothold, he did not have to keep looking down, but rather kept his eyes fixed ahead, to watch for the enemy.
If you have ever hiked into the Bob Marshall wilderness, you know that tennis shoes or loafers will not perform very well for your feet.  They were not designed for that type of use. With the wrong type of equipment, a pleasurable trip at the beginning, can become a real nightmare by the end!
To get a proper fit of your shoes, you need to be aware of the proper size and width.  Then you need to get it broke in.  And all of this before it will be suitable for everyday use.
The Word shod, to me, reminds me of my horses.  To get shoes put on them is quite a task.  First, the hoof has to be sound.  No deep cracks or other damaged parts.  Then they have to be trimmed.  All excess hoof cut off and filed smooth.  Then the shoe has to be sized and beat with a hammer to take the shape of the hoof.  Then it is nailed into place and set.  But we are not through yet.  The nails have to be bent, cut off all the excess, set and file the nail ends into the hoof.  This is done, so that the horse will not cause damage to itself.
As we start to apply some of these ideas to our own walk with God, we can see that Paul in Eph. 6:15, was telling us quite a bit more than we had planned for. 

Take a scripture here, and another one there and we begin to think that we are all set for whatever is next.  Yes, but set for what?  Maybe defeat??
Ps 119:105 Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path. (KJV)

The Word will illuminate where we are to place our next step.  When walking at night, the lamp only allows us to see so far. God tells us not to worry about tomorrow.  Or cannot change yesterday.  Watch where the next step is placed!
In Viet Nam, if you tried to look too far down the trial, you could miss the next trip wire that was right in front of you.  You had to be aware of where each step was placed.  Your life depended on it, as well as those that were around you.  That is the reason walking point was not the most sought after position.
Likewise, not many in the church want to walk point.  Some think that they are, but there is a risk of leading the flock into an ambush.

Someone recently told me, that it is not necessary to be so picky with the Word.  That God knows the heart.  But, that does not guarantee that He will like what He sees.  We have to study to show ourselves approved unto God, but do you know what approved means?  Will your passport pass His approval?  Good intentions will still get you an eternity of sorrows.
If someone led a party into an ambush and lives were lost and other causalities.  It would not matter what his intentions were.  Lives were lost, people scarred for life.  The best intentions were not good enough.  People would not be concerned with your intentions, or how you feel.  But would be looking at the end results.
This is the way that it is with God's Word.  We have to know and understand what God desires of us, especially if we want to get through this jungle down here without casualties.

Eccl 12:9-12 And moreover, because the preacher was wise, he still taught the people knowledge; yea, he gave good heed, and sought out, and set in order many proverbs. The preacher sought to find out acceptable words: and that which was written was upright, even words of truth. The words of the wise are as goads, and as nails fastened by the masters of assemblies, which are given from one shepherd. And further, by these, my son, be admonished: of making many books there is no end; and much study is a weariness of the flesh (KJV)

We as Christians, all want a closer relationship with the Father.  But, the only way we can strengthen our relationship with the Father, is by studying His Word.  Faith comes by hearing, and by hearing God's Word.  By listening to what God has to say, is the only way that we can make it through this life, and spend eternity with him.
The preacher taught the people knowledge.
Knowledge = a clear perception of a truth or fact.  That which has been perceived or grasped mentally.
The preacher sought out acceptable words.

Acceptable = of such quality as to be worth seeking.
This is why knowledge of the Word is so important.  Do we have a clear perception of what His Word says?  This is all a part of being prepared.
Do you know our vocabulary well enough to keep our speech in line with His Words?  Will they be acceptable to the Father?  Are we LUCKY to be saved?  Is the church having a POTLUCK?  Do we try to be CAREFUL around the KIDS?  When someone is departing, do we tell them to TAKE CARE?  When you left the house this morning, did you tell your wife, that she looks FANTASTIC?  Did she cook you a TERRIFIC dinner?? Have we sought out to find acceptable words?  By your words, you will be either justified or condemned. 

Prov 6:23 For the commandment is a lamp; and the law is light; and reproofs of instruction are the way of life: (KJV)
Reproof = to rebuke for a fault or misdeed.

Being prepared in the Word of God is to be ready for any reproof that the Lord may speak to us.  Since He chastens and rebukes those whom He loves.
If you are training your child in the woodworking shop, you teach him the dangers the tools can present if not used for the proper function.  You do not teach them to be fearful.  But, if we become rushed or not pay proper attention, that is what could happen.  This is why we do not become rushed, or take short cuts through God's Word.
The same is true with God's Word.  If we are not familiar with the Manual of Faith, people can be hurt or led astray.  Who do you think that God will hold responsible?
Acts 26:1-28. (Read) Paul's preparation of the gospel gave him the ability to answer King Agrippa, to the point of almost persuading him to become a Christian.  Many are called but few are chosen.
Most of us, when God calls us to be separated from the world do not want to give up all of our toys.  We have too many things to do, too many places to go, than to waste time preparing for the return of Jesus Christ.

As He told the rich young ruler, who said that he kept all the commandments.  Go, sell all that you have, give to the poor and then come follow Me!  But the rich, young ruler went away sad, for he had many possessions.  What is holding you back?  Do you really want to hear what God might tell you?
Matt. 25:1-13 (read) Jesus Christ talks about the ten virgins.  Who do you think that they are supposed to represent?  Five were wise and five were foolish.  Five were prepared when the bridegroom came, and were taken to the feast.  The other five were locked out and the door was not to be opened.  Is your lamp burning for the Lord?
I Cor. 1:10-31 (read).  We can see that God uses the foolish things to get His message out.  He tells us through Paul, to set aside our divisions, (who's whose), quit squabbling about traditions and get back to the meat of the Word.  You do not need $25.00 words, $500.00 Suits, 20 million-dollar buildings.  God is not impressed.  He created all that we see, without Visa or MasterCard.  Jesus Christ left heaven without American Express, and did all things well. God just wants you to be yourself, be prepared in His Word, and He will use you! 

A few scriptures to help get you prepared.
II Tim. Ch. 3

I Tim. 4:10-16

Gal. 1:10-24
Are you ready to step out for the Gospel of Peace?
Eph 6:16 Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. (KJV)

The shield was a piece of the armor that could be placed where needed.
Paul says that God has given to every man the measure of faith. (Rom. 12:3).  This happens the moment that you are born again!  (Jn 3:8, II Cor. 5:17, Col. 1:13-14).  You received everything necessary to fight the good fight of faith.  Now you just have to develop these skills.

A good way to look at this would be to say that you just bought a new, expensive car. All excited, you drive it off of the car lot immediately.  On your way home, it starts to rain and sleet.  (Remember that you left the car lot not giving the salesman an opportunity to explain the operations of all that is yours, with the vehicle). You start to become concerned; looking for the controls that will enable you to see clearly where you are heading.  Everything is already yours. You have taken possession of it, and now the responsibility is yours. Will you hit another vehicle, or go into the ditch? And all of this is 

happening, because you would not take the time to hear the basic operations of the vehicle.  And now, you have not only put your life in jeopardy, but those around you also.  Now you are going to have to pull over and take time to read the operation manual.

Well, the same is true with God's Word.  He has given to each person the measure of faith, if we are born-again.  Everything is available to us and within the reach.  But if we do not take the time to read the Christian's Operation manual (the Bible), we will not know all that God has given to us, or how to use it.
This is why Paul tells us that we have to take the shield of faith.  Faith comes by hearing, and by hearing God's Word.  You have to stop what you are doing, and be attentive to what He is trying to tell us.
If one of our sports heroes, or favorite actors or actresses would enter a room, and speak directly to you, how close would you listen to what they were saying to you?  You would do everything in your power to hear everything that they had to say to you.  And when you got back around your friends, you would tell them everything, not leaving out a single detail.
But here is God, trying to do even more for us, and we will not give Him the time, nor the presence of our mind to hear what He has to say.  Kind of sad, isn't it!
In order to receive a gift, you have to take possession of it.  No strings attached, take it.  But, then what are we to do with it?
Amos 8:11-14 (read) We can see that the time is now upon us that there is a famine in our land. People are searching for a higher power, but we know that there is but one.  They look at horoscopes, mystics, new age, talking with the dead, going here and going there, but not finding God's Word.  We are no longer interested in what God has to say to us, unless we can benefit from it in some way.  What is in it for me?  What will I gain?  Evidently, eternity with God, is not enough for most of us.
Back in I Cor. Ch. 1, Paul talks of how Christ sent him not to baptize, but to preach the Word.  Not with wisdom of words.  In Galatians, Paul asks them why they were so soon removed from the truth.  He goes on to tell them that he did not receive his revelation from man.  Why that they had began in the Spirit, but now were back to the things of the world, and the flesh.
So often, after being on fire for God, we go back to the very things that Jesus Christ redeemed us from.  To remain operating in the Spirit of God, you have to tend to the needs of the spiritual man.  Too often, we go back to trying to work up our emotions, set rituals, try to spiritualize traditions.  But, these things do not work. Once we compromise God's Word, all we will do, is drift further away from the truth.  God is a Spirit, and they that worship Him, must do so through Spirit and truth.  His Word is Truth.
We all take the time to nurture and groom the physical man.  We eat our three meals a day.  We comb our hair, (in most cases).  We bathe and clean our bodies.  But, do we spend an equal or greater amount of time with our spiritual man? The spirit man is of greater importance, and yet why do we neglect it so much?

Read Hebrews 5:10-14, vs. 11 Of whom we have many things to say, and hard to be uttered, seeing ye are dull of hearing.  (KJV)
This is why the spiritual man is neglected.  We have become lazy of hearing God's Word. We want our ears to be tickled.  If it means we have to take the time to apply ourselves to God's Word, that is more effort than we want to put forth.  Remember that faith comes by hearing and by hearing God's Word.  If we neglect His Word, our shield of faith decreases in size, thus making it more difficult to stop all of the fiery darts of the wicked.
For so many years, I have read that verse wrong (Eph 6:16), I thought it said wicked one. But it does not. Paul is warning us that these fiery darts will come from anyone who is not serving God through Jesus Christ.  So, at times, we will relax our guard around certain people, thus being open to attack, without warning.
Rom 14:23 ...for whatsoever is not of faith is sin. (KJV)
Just as five of the virgins, in Matt. 25, decided to take a break, and were left; the same is true when we neglect the gift of God.  If we are not operating in faith, it is sin!  Not my words, God's Word!
Read Matt. 13:13-43.  Here Jesus Christ explains why He spoke in parables.  Those that are not operating in faith, can neither see, nor hear the messages contained within them.  He says the prophets and righteous men desired to see and understand what you are able to, and they were not. You have to remember that up to the time of Pentecost, the Holy Spirit could only come upon men.  But since that day, the Holy Spirit is now able to dwell within us.
Read John 3:1-8.  Note that Jesus Christ told Nicodemus, that unless he was born-again, he could not even see the kingdom of God, nor could he enter in.
An example of this is a Polaroid picture, a portrait of faith.  The moment we are born-again, the camera clicks.  Out comes a blank picture with no definition.  That is a picture of us.  As we apply God's Word to our lives (faith), the picture begins to develop.  The more we study God's Word, the more God's image and likeness comes through.  Will our portrait be clear enough for our passport to gain entrance to His kingdom?
Are you beginning to see, why Paul said, "above all, taking the shield of faith." 

1 Tim 4:16 Take heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine; continue in them: for in doing this thou shalt both save thyself, and them that hear thee. (KJV)

John 8:31-32 Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free. (KJV)
Note how Paul tells Timothy to first maintain himself, continue in doing that, and in doing so, you will nourish yourself and those around you.  The same that John wrote in his gospel.  Jesus Christ told them they would know the truth, and the truth would keep them free.  Note that he was speaking future tense. (They could not be born-again until the day of Pentecost).
Read all Eccl. Ch.1 Verse 8 talks about we become not satisfied with what we see or what we hear.  So often, we become like this with God's Word.  "Oh God, do I have to read that again? I already know that."  As soon as we do or say that, our shield of faith will be quick to shrink. We have to continue in His Word, grounded and settled, be rooted, not moved away from the hope of the gospel.
How is your shield today?  Do rivers of living waters flow in your life?
Eph. 6:17 And take the helmet of salvation. (KJV)

The mind is the battleground.  The spirit man wants to keep it renewed in God's Word.  The flesh wants to remind it what fun it used to have, before we became so pious. That is why Paul said he was in constant battle to keep his body in subjection to the Spirit. 

When we can recognize where the enemy is trying to ambush us, it makes it easier to be prepared.  By keeping the mind renewed with God's Word, we are able to see through the sheep's clothing and spot the world.
Ephesians 4:17-24  Therefore I warn you, and I implore you in the name of the Master, no longer to live as the Gentiles in their perverseness live, with darkened understandings, having by reason of the ignorance which is deep-seated in them and the insensibility of their moral nature, no share in the Life which God gives. Such men being past feeling have abandoned themselves to impurity, greedily indulging in every kind of profligacy. But these are not the lessons which you have learned from Christ; if at least you have heard His voice and in Him have been taught - and this is true Christian teaching - to put away, in regard to your former mode of life, your original evil nature which is doomed to perish as befits its misleading impulses, and to get yourselves renewed in the temper of your minds and clothe yourselves with that new and better self which has been created to resemble God in the righteousness and holiness which come from the truth. (Weymouth translation)

To put on the mind of Christ, will more than likely drive some people away.  Kind of like a cockroach.  When you turn on the light, they head for cover. Jesus Christ knew, not many would accept what He had to say. That did not stop him.  He continually listened to the Father. This, so He could keep his mind renewed, and not be influenced by those around Him, that were contrary to the Word. This is evident by the numbers that were there at his death. How many were there?
Rom 12:2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. (KJV)
Probably the hardest thing in our walk with God is to not be doing what the rest of the world is doing.  We want to be a part of things that are going on and happening.  We want to be around people.  But, as we start to grow in God's Word, we find we do not fit in where we used to, and in some cases, not even welcome.
That is why the apostle Paul, spends so much time telling us to separate, come out from among, and mark those who cause divisions and offenses contrary to the teachings of God.  The use of good words and fair speeches deceive the hearts of the simple.  That is why we need to keep our minds renewed by the Word of God.  So we can discern both good and evil.
2 Timothy 1:7 For the Spirit which God has given us is not a spirit of cowardice, but one of power and of love and of sound judgment. (Weymouth translation)

When we allow God's spirit to reign in our hearts and minds, we will be able to form sound judgements, according to His Word.
Read I John 2:15-17.  We are not to love the things of this world, the craving of the earthly nature, craving what our eyes tell us that we need or want.  The wanting to show off and boast of things acquired or to become proud in the acquisition of these things.  Remember, Paul writes that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor the things that the flesh require.  Have you ever seen a U-Haul behind a hearse?
1 Cor 2:16 For who hath known the mind of the Lord, that he may instruct him? But we have the mind of Christ. (KJV)
Are you beginning to see the importance of keeping your mind renewed by the Word of God?
The helmet of salvation will give you a peace that passes all understanding.  Will you leave your helmet on?
Eph 6:17 And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which 

is the word of God: (KJV)
Read Eph 4:1-7.  Verse 7 But unto every one of us is given grace according to the measure of the gift of Christ. (KJV)
We have all been given the gift of Christ when we were born-again.  (John 3:16).  The Father loved the world enough to send His Son that all might be saved, but the choice is ours.
Hebrews 4:12 For God's Message is full of life and power, and is keener than the sharpest two-edged sword. It pierces even to the severance of soul from spirit, and generates between the joints and the marrow, and it can discern the secret thoughts and purposes of the heart. (Weymouth translation)

The Word of God knows all about us.  You cannot hide your heart from Him.  That is why we need to know His Word, on a personal level, in order to teach it, without doing irreparable damage.  We have to know how and when to present the Word of God on the scene.  His Word cannot return void.  (Is. 55:11)

John 6:63 It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life. (KJV)

John 17:17 Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth. (KJV)
Remember back in Matt. The Lord said, that by our words we will be justified, and by our words we will be condemned.  If our words are in line with God's Word, we will be justified, and those words will bring life to those who will hear.  You cannot force God's Word onto them.  God cannot even do that.  He cannot, and will not, violate their free will. Neither can you.  All we can do is to be an obedient servant, present the Word, and continue for God.

2 Corinthians 4:1-6 Therefore, being engaged in this service and being mindful of the mercy which has been shown us, we are not cowards. Nay, we have renounced the secrecy which marks a feeling of shame. We practice no cunning tricks, nor do we adulterate God's Message. But by a full clear statement of the truth we strive to commend ourselves in the presence of God to every human conscience. If, however, the meaning of our Good News has been veiled, the veil has been on the hearts of those who are on the way to perdition, in whom the god of this present age has blinded their unbelieving minds so as to shut out the sunshine of the Good News of the glory of the Christ, who is the image of God. (For we do not proclaim ourselves, but we proclaim Christ Jesus as Lord, and ourselves as your bondservants for the sake of Jesus.) For God who said, "Out of darkness let light shine," is He who has shone in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of God's glory, which is radiant on the face of Christ.  (Weymouth translation)

Are you beginning to see the importance of the armor of God?  Can you compare that to the preparation of the Roman soldier?
In order to become skilful with the sword, it took many hours of practice and strength.  The sword was heavy and very sharp. Able to split metals if used properly even crushed or split the helmet of the enemy. Yet, he had to be skilful enough, not to cut or injure himself or those around him.
To use a sword, (it will do no good hanging on the wall), you have to take it. Pick it up; familiarize yourself with it, before it can be of any great use to you.  This is the way with God's Word.  He has sent His Word. We have the choice, to take it off the shelf. Get familiar with it, and it can be of use to us and to those around us.  But, the choice is yours.  You have to know how to rightly divide the Word.  But that will only come as you study to show yourself approved of God (II Tim. 2:15).

Galatians 4:16 Can it be that I have become your enemy through speaking the truth to you? (Weymouth translation)

Paul's question to the Galatians cut straight through all of the fronts and fast talk.  The sword of the Spirit, cut through all of the outer shells, straight to the heart.  It exposed them for who they were.
Ever cut yourself with a razor blade?  It cuts clean, deep, and stings immensely, but heals quickly.  Remember, the sword of the Spirit, is sharper than any two edged sword.  God's Word cuts.  It stings.  But remember that God also sent His Word to heal.
1 John 2:26-27 I have thus written to you concerning those who are leading you astray.  And as for you, the anointing which you received from Him remains within you, and there is no need for any one to teach you. But since His anointing gives you instruction in all things - and is true and is no falsehood - you are continuing in union with Him even as it has taught you to do. (Weymouth translation)
In the world today, we hear about spies.  They come in among us.  They look and appear as we do.  But, their purpose is to bring destruction. The same is true with the Word of God and eternal life.  The thief comes to steal the Word of God.  Destroy your ability to believe His Word.  And finally, it kills you spiritually, so you can be with him for an eternity.
Can you now begin to see the importance of God's armor?  Why He has given us what He has, to fight the good fight of faith?
Most of us want to quit after vs. 17, but God is ready to take us to the next level.  God's ambassadors.  (Ambassador - representative of the highest rank).

Ephesians 6:18-20 Pray with unceasing prayer and entreaty on every fitting occasion in the Spirit, and be always on the alert to seize opportunities for doing so, with unwearied persistence and entreaty on behalf of all God's people, and ask on my behalf that words may be given to me so that, outspoken and fearless, I may make known the truths (hitherto kept secret) of the Good News - to spread which I am an ambassador in chains - so that when telling them I may speak out boldly as I ought. (Weymouth translation)

When we become skilful in God's Word, God will move us to the next level.
Have you ever noted that when an ambassador goes to a foreign country, he takes with him, all of the power and authority of the country that he represents?  His mission is well defined.  He will stand high ground, knowing what authority is backing him.
Likewise, when we become ambassadors for Christ, we think as he does.  We also wish that none would perish.  We pray for them all.  But also, when times get tough, you can also be recalled by the president, (in our case, Jesus Christ), and then whatever steps necessary will be employed.
We have to know God's Word on a personal basis.  It is then, that we will be able to speak boldly, knowing that we are speaking on his behalf, knowing that all that he has in his arsenal, is backing you.  If God before you, who can be against you?
Remember also, just as we studied the Roman soldier and his armor, look at how an ambassador is clothed.  He no longer wears the armor of a soldier, but those of a dignitary.
In Is. 61:10, God shows us that we have on the robe of His righteousness.
God is calling us to be ambassadors of His kingdom.  Will you take the step forward and meet His call???
That you may know Him 

In the service of Jesus Christ, 

Larry Gazelka 

