In God's Image       v16n2

INTRO

2 Tim 3:16 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: (KJV)
 Doctrine = something that is taught
 Reproof = to rebuke for a fault or a misdeed 

 Correction = the act or process of removing mistakes or errors
 Instruction = to furnish or teach
We as believers, have allowed so much to stand in our way to the kingdom of God.  We have distractions that come in all shapes and sizes. Most of us men can probably give stats, salary figures, and a vast array of other information, on our favorite sports heroes. We know the best lures for fishing, what scents to use for hunting.  The women know the latest fashions, what jewelry is in.  What hairstyles and colors that are in for the coming year. The lists can go on and on.  But how many of us really know God and His Word well enough to gain entrance into His kingdom?
There are so many times, that I wish He would find someone else to talk to and to share His Word.  Being used by God, I believe, has to be one of the loneliest talks that man can be asked to do by God.  There are not that many that desire to stay close to you.  [I guess that they think various objects might hit them]. People think that you become too fanatical, or that you are becoming too picky.  And some even think that you have gone off of the deep end, or maybe help you over.  Most think that God's message should come in the form of an ice cream sundae.
If in fact, we are so on fire for the Word of God, why is there so much turmoil and mind boggling problems in our world today?  Why is there so much division even amongst the churches?  Is it because we have established rules and laws that allow us to do what we want, when we want?
If the Word of God is so popular, why in the past, has it cost so many that preach the Word, their lives?  Why did we put Jesus Christ to death?  Why was Paul, the apostle, thrown out of the city and left for dead?  Do we really think that we are any different today?  No, for the most part, I think that we have turned our backs on God's Word.  

There are just too many things that we can be doing, or too many places to go.
Paul goes on to write in II Timothy 4:2-5 Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine. For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears;  And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables. But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, ... (KJV)

Have we arrived at this junction, yet?  How much have we allowed the Word of God to be altered to justify where we are?
I do not think that it would be any different with us today.  To have Paul, the apostle, show up at our Sunday service to give the message.  We would find something wrong with him, just so we would not have to put into practice what was being taught.  There would be something wrong with the way he was dressed, or his accent or possibly even his stature.  No way could God use someone like him.  Let alone let him talk to us that way.  It would be easy to see why none of the major denominations are backing him.  Yet, through all of this, God used Paul, to record a good portion of the New 

Testament.

Will you have time to become foolish for God?? 

Chapter 2 - HOW DO I LOOK?

Since the day we first believed, we as Christians, have always wondered what God really looks like.  But by failing to hear Genesis 1:26-27, we fail to see the answer that is right in front of us.
We need to stop, and look in the mirror.  What do you see??  Do you like what you see?? Are you able to comprehend that God created you in His image, and after His likeness?  When we look in that mirror, we need to be able to see a facet of God.  We are one portion of the body of Christ.
So, when we look into that mirror, we have to remember that God said that everything that He created was good.  We have to be satisfied with the job that He did.  But, yet, how often do we hear words to the contrary?
Gen 1:26 And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. (KJV)
Several things to make some mental notes of in this verse.  Did you notice that He was talking in the plural?  Also, if we are created in their image, and after their likeness, how much responsibility comes along with it??
We can see in Genesis chapter 1, the creation of the heavens and the earth.  We can see all that God created and placed here, the order that was brought by his commands.  But, did you notice that everything was accomplished by what He said? God spoke, and His Word went forth and created.  If this is so and God created us in their image, and after their likeness, do we then also operate on the same principles?
Just as God, in Genesis 1, said, let there be light, plants, animals, man, and there it was.  God spoke it and it was done.  Then would it not also hold true for us?  Our words are creating our world around us.

We have allowed our words and grammar to be modified and changed to suit our everyday lifestyle.  And in doing so, we cause ourselves to be separated from God.
One of the illustrations God used to explain this to me, was to compare my life to that of a Polaroid picture.  The moment that we are born again, God snaps a picture of us, for our passport into the kingdom.  Out comes this picture that is totally blank.  But, as we start applying God's Word to our lives, the picture begins to develop.  The more of God's Word that we apply to our lives, the clearer the picture becomes.  Will our passport picture be developed enough when we get to the border, so that Jesus Christ will recognize us?
So again, we have to ask ourselves, how well am I applying God's Word to my life?? Because the moment we stop applying God's Word to our life, the picture stops developing.

Ps 119:89-92 For ever, O LORD, thy word is settled in heaven. Thy faithfulness is unto all generations: thou hast established the earth, and it abideth. They continue this day according to thine ordinances: for all are thy servants. Unless thy law had been my delights, I should then have perished in mine affliction. (KJV)
Rom 3:27 Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By what law? of works? Nay: 

but by the law of faith. (KJV)

Regardless of how or why we think, we cannot change the laws of God.  They continue to work this day, whether or not we believe.
Take gravity.  You cannot see it.  You cannot feel it per say.  But if you walk off of the top of a five-story building, and all the way to the ground, you tell God that his law does not work.  You will be wrong, possibly even dead wrong.
The same is true with the law of faith.  Your words will form the world around you, right or wrong.  What are you surrounding yourself with?  This seems to be another area that the church just does not want to be bothered with, our want to teach.  It would mean we have to put forth new effort on our part.  It would also mean that we as a body have neglected areas in our walk with God.  And, if we admit to that, how many other areas have we allowed this to happen in.

Heb 11:1-3 Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. For by it the elders obtained a good report. Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that things which are seen were not made of things which do appear. (KJV)
The writer of Hebrews says, now faith is!  Right now, not yesterday, not tomorrow, but right now.  Where are you standing according to God's Word?  How clear is your passport picture becoming?  Remember that faith comes by hearing and by hearing God's Word.  How much of His Word are you believing and acting upon?
Matt 15:10-11 And he called the multitude, and said unto them, Hear, and understand: Not that which goeth into the mouth defileth a man; but that which cometh out of the mouth, this defileth a man. (KJV)

Mark 11:23-24 For verily I say unto you, That whosoever shall say unto this mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou cast into the sea; and shall not doubt in his heart, but shall believe that those things which he saith shall come to pass; he shall have whatsoever he saith. Therefore I say unto you, What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have them. (KJV)
It is not what goes into a man that defiles him, that causes him to go bad, but what comes out of his mouth.

1 Cor 15:33 Be not deceived: evil communications corrupt good manners. (KJV)
And by maintaining relationships with those who do not hold fast to the Word of God, will sooner or later, lead to our downfall.
Where do our words have us hanging out?  It is easy enough, to blame everyone and everything else, for the problems that are around us.  But, when we look at the Word of God, we can see that our own words, (confessions) have created the world around us.
2 Cor 2:17 For we are not as many, which corrupt the word of God: but as of sincerity, but as of God, in the sight of God speak we in Christ. (KJV)

A good example of how this happens is by the words that we choose to use in our 

vocabulary.  And how we have changed the words meanings to justify where we are. 

A good example of this is the work "luck".   It means chance event or accident, fortune, either good or bad!   And yet we constantly tell each other to have luck.  At church we have potluck!  What are we feeding our spiritual man?  I cannot find one instance in the Bible, where Jesus Christ used the word luck.  Can you?  James, in his epistle, says that every gift from the Father is good.  No luck involved.
Another Word that we use a lot is the word "care".  We constantly tell people to "take care" when they are leaving, but what does the word mean?  Care; mental distress and uncertainty; worry, mental suffering or grief.  Is that what you are really trying to convey to the person when they are departing?
Remember I Peter 5:7, says that we are to cast all of our cares upon Him, because He cares for us.  Paul in Philippians tells us to be careful for nothing.  Are you beginning to see how we change things to satisfy ourselves?
God has already handled all of these problems, worries and anxieties.  But, God can only do what we allow Him to do.

Can you begin to picture the world our words are framing?  We change things or words to justify what we are doing.  (Noah - two of every kind, the three wise men).  You should begin to see how easy it is to be led astray, if we do not know the Word of God.  That is why we study for His approval, and not anyone else.
Remember that we did not get ourselves in this condition overnight.  We have had to work very hard to allow ourselves to become so disoriented in our walk through this world. It will take as much effort and more, to get ourselves back on the narrow and straight path into His kingdom, that few find.
Another good example of misused words in our vocabulary, and is very applicable to those of us with families, is the word "kid".  The dictionary says; A young goat, or the young of a similar animal.  There is no place in the Bible, where you can find the Father referring to His children as kids.  I know that God does not do these things by hit or miss.  The Father and Son have set an example for us to follow.
Some people have been telling me, that all of this pettiness is going overboard.  That is not necessary to be so precise.  (And I at times even think, I could be asked so many more places to preach, if I would just tone down a little).  As I read my Bible, I can see what God requires of us, and I do not want to miss His kingdom.
Are you beginning to see the world our words are framing around us?  As the writer of Psa. 119 said, our words are servants!  What kind of servants are our words working for you?

It is real easy to get defensive, and try to justify what, how and why were are speaking the way we do.  You have to remember, that the Bible says that YOU WILL give account of EVERY idle word, and by your words you will either be justified or condemned.

Faith comes by hearing, and by hearing the God's Word.  Likewise fear comes by hearing, and by hearing the word of the devil.  We are operating in faith or in fear; there is no in between.  Rev. 3 is very specific about the lukewarm that are trying to ride the fence.  God said He will spue them out.  Lukewarm does not make it.
We have to continually remind ourself, that it is a broad and wide path that leads to spiritual destruction.  Narrow is the gate and hard is the way, which lead unto life, and few be there that find it.
We have to work out our own salvation (Phil. 2).  It is easy to blame everything on everyone for our own spiritual condition.  But God says that WE will give account ourselves.

Rom 10:10 For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the 

mouth confession is made unto salvation. (KJV)
If you will listen to anyone for five minutes, you will usually know exactly where they are spiritually.  Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks.  The tongue will give us a good narrative of where the heart is.

Another word that we like to use is fantastic.  It means existing only in the fancy unreal, imaginary, bizarre, and strange.  How often do we tell people that we are doing fantastic?  You might tell someone that they look fantastic!  Probably a good thing that they do not understand the word. (Maybe not).  Just because someone has taught you wrong, will not be an excuse that the Father will accept. God is very real!  His kingdom is very real! His laws are very real.  There is nothing imaginary about it.
How would you have liked to have been one of the half brothers or sisters of Jesus Christ of Nazareth?  (Since we know that He did not sin!).  Do you think that they were ever corrected by Him for what they said or did? We have a hard enough time just with the brethren around us.  Imagine what that would have been like!
It has always marveled me, to look the Epistle of James.  In his writings, James, the half brother of Jesus Christ, makes mention of some very interesting things.  He spends many verses talking about the tongue and the good or the bad it can steer us to.  It is real eye opening to see how these insights became read in his life.  (It would be interesting to know what his reactions to these teachings were when he was younger, all of these things that he grew up around and with.  How they finally begin to manifest and come to reality in his own life).  We can see that the seeds sewn, finally took root, and began to be manifest in his life.  (Parable of the Sower).  Why, because Jesus Christ planted good seed.  His Words were wholesome.  Remember that not all of the seed mentioned in the parable made it.  We have control over our own heart, so only we can determine what seed will take root and grow, to eventually come out of our mouth.  Will it be sweet water, or bitter water?  (James 3).

As we mentioned previously in Matt. 13, it talks about the parable of the Sower.  Let's take a look at verse 19 for a moment. "When anyone heareth the word of the kingdom."  Remember, God said that His Word has gone out to all of the world!  And when we hear the Word of His kingdom, we have a choice to make.  (Joshua 24:15).  Whichever choice we make, (because God cannot violate our free will) to hold onto the Word or throw it away.  But notice that is says the Word of His kingdom.  Have you caught on, 

yet?  We always come back to God's Word, the same word that framed the world and 

everything in it.  (Heb. 11:3).  God's Word that has created everything around 

us.

Remember back in Genesis chapter 1, God said let there be light; God said, let there be a firmament; God said, let the waters under heaven be gathered unto one place.  God spoke.  His Words went forth and formed the universe. The light, the water, everything that is, was created by His Word!   Refer back to Psa.119:89-92.  Take a close look there, and you will see how his words are his servants.  Vs. 91 - they continue this day according to thine ordinances (laws).
Scientists tell us that the galaxies are still expanding!  Why?  Because His Words are His servants, and they continue to this day.  God said, let there be light.  He told His Word to create light.  He has not yet told it to cease, it has to obey so, it has to continue. 

How about our words?  What are they creating?  Or, maybe destroying?

We are created in His image, after His likeness! If this is the case, what kind of words are we spreading?  Are we creating or destroying our world around us?  What is our garden producing?
Ps 119:9 Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way? by taking heed thereto 

according to thy word. (KJV)
By our words, in line with Father's, we can weed out our garden; we can remove rocks, pluck out the thorns, chase away the birds, and begin to be productive again for the kingdom of God.
Remember back in Mark 11:23-24, it talked about the mountains.  I believe that the mountain refers to anything for anyone that stands between the Father and us.  By speaking to the mountain, we can remove the rocks, weeds, and thorns and drive away the birds from our spiritual garden.  But, WE have to do it. No one else can do it for you. Not even God, as much as He loves us.  For He has already done everything He can do.  The rest is up to us!
Another rock in our garden is the word "terrific".    How often have you said that you feel 

terrific?  Or, someone else looks terrific?  Terrific: causing terror or great fear, very bad or unpleasant, frightful.
If I recall my Bible says that God has not given us the spirit of fear, but of power, love and a sound mind.  Also, that perfect love casts out all fear. It really boggles the mind (gardens).  And all because we rely upon that which others tells us, rather than going back to the Word of God. We are to study to show ourselves approved unto God!

We, as a nation, are quick to fight for animal rights, the right of abortion, environment, gay rights, and such things. But, we forget what the Bible says about murder, homosexuality, adultery, sorcery, hatred, strife and drunkenness.  It says those that do such things SHALL NOT inherit the kingdom of God.  (Gal 5:17-21).  And yet, we continue to do these things that are contrary to the Word of God.

In John 8, the woman that was caught in adultery, the very act; Jesus Christ did not okay the sin, but He did offer her forgiveness, and told her to go and sin no more.  It does not tell us to murder someone to stop murder.  (Only one time that I can recall seeing Jesus Christ, you might say, losing it.  That was when He overturned the moneychanger's tables. And when finished, ministered to those who were there for it, not to be used and taken advantage of by the moneychangers.)
Sounds very similar to our churches today.  We are so busy making money, selling this, pledging that that we forget to minister to the people.  (Jer. 5:30-31).
We forget that the spiritual and physical worlds are parallel.  When there is a problem in one, there is usually one in the other.  When we are constantly worried about money, appearances, clothes, cars and all such things, we fail to recognize that we have let the Word of God slip. He said that He will provide all of our needs, according to His riches.  What we need, not what we want.
We want to build all of these monuments to God, but I cannot find in my Bible, where Jesus Christ or Paul the Apostle did this.  I find no universities in their honor!  No big campuses or schools.  I wonder why?  We need to quit putting people back into bondage, and let the truth of God's kingdom set them free.
When Jesus Christ fed the multitudes on the hillside, He did not have to take an emergency offering to meet the crisis that was before Him.  He took what the Father had made available, blessed it, gave thanks and fed the people. The need was met.  There were even 12 full baskets remaining, maybe, one for each doubting apostle.
When the tribute was due, I guess the ministry must have been subject to taxes, again; there was no emergency offering.  No selling of books and tapes.  He sent Peter fishing!  Guess what?  The tribute was met. (Matt. 17)

In these instances, we can see Jesus Christ speak the Word of faith, and things were created of things not seen.  He believed and trusted the Father!  Will we????
Remember in John's gospel, He said that we would do the works that He did, and also greater works than Him.  Will you????
One of the biggest problems that we have in this country, is the fact that we have too many conveniences.  We have too many things available to us.  So much so, that we take God for granted.  If God does not give it to us, whatever we want, we will just go to work overtime, or get a second job so we can get what we want.  (Too often the motivation for this is, because someone else has got one.)  We try to keep up with the world rather than keep up with the Word!

This is what I think James is trying to tell us in the first chapter of his epistle.  He is telling us to look in the mirror to see what reflection is there.
Do we see the image of God, after His likeness?? Or, are you disappointed??????? 

That you may know Him 

In the service of Jesus Christ, 

Larry Gazelka

