Fiction, Friction or Faith?       v16n1

Chapter 1 - In the Beginning

Eph 1:9-10  Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure which he hath purposed in himself:  That in the dispensation of the fulness of times he might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in him: (KJV)
The Father sent His Son, to pay our debt, and to reconcile all into the body of Christ. 

It seems like 2000 years later, we have allowed the same divisions and distractions to enter into the body of Christ, that we see constantly in and throughout the Old Testament.
Rather then holding onto the Word of God for our eternal lives, we hold onto the word of men, who we think have heard God, and then give us their interpretation, right or wrong, and we follow like sheep being led to the slaughter.
II Jn 1:7-11  For many deceivers are entered into the world, who confess not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh. This is a deceiver and an antichrist. Look to yourselves, that we lose not those things which we have wrought, but that we receive a full reward. Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God. He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son. If there come any unto you, and bring not this doctrine, receive him not into your house, neither bid him God speed:  For he that biddeth him God speed is partaker of his evil deeds. (KJV)
God has given us His Word, His Son, Jesus Christ.
John 6:63-64  It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life.  But there are some of you that believe not. For Jesus knew from the beginning who they were that believed not, and who should betray him. (KJV)
If we would only listen to Him and hear His Word, we would have eternal life.  But if you could see, the problem lies in the fact that we have not maintained our open door relationship with the Father.
We have allowed false teachings and doctrines to come into the church. And once we allow this, one becomes two, two multiplies to four, and in a short amount of time, we have allowed ourselves to be led away from the truth!!
Remember, that the Father wishes that none would perish, but alas, he has to allow whatever we choose to allow in our lives.  Joshua 24:15, "choose you this day whom you will serve."

2 Tim 2:15  Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. (KJV)

Who are we learning or attempting to learn for?  Who are we trying to please?  The pastor?  To impress our friends?  What are our motives?  What is it that motivates us?
Did you notice, that when Paul was writing to Timothy, that he tells him that he should be looking for God's approval and not Paul's?  Our motivation, should be to establish a closer relationship with our Father.  To be able to talk to him as a best friend.  How we must hurt the Father with all of our wrong motives. 

Chapter 2 - Fables of Faith

From the first time we went to Sunday School or catechism classes, we have been told different stories about the Bible and the different people in them.  But for the most part, we believed whatever we were told, and never went back to see what the Word of God really had to say.  {Remember, Paul told Timothy, to study to show himself approved unto God.}  On the contrary, we study to win the approval of whomever is or was instructing us on the Word of God at the time, whether right or wrong.
Remember way back in Genesis, when we were told about Noah and his sons, {at least I hope we do}.  But, when we first heard about Noah, it was always told to us, that he took aboard the ark, two of every kind, male and female.  We even drew pictures of it.  But, we never took the time to go back and see what the Word of God had to say about it.
Gen 7:2-3  Of every clean beast thou shalt take to thee by sevens, the male and his female: and of beasts that are not clean by two, the male and his female.  Of fowls also of the air by sevens, the male and the female; to keep seed alive upon the face of all the earth. (KJV)
If and when we see the truth, we then make excuses to justify why we learned it that way, and/or whomever may have taught us.  Or, we may even think, is it really that important?
But if we have been taught wrong in the book of Genesis, how many other areas of the Bible have we also been mislead in?  Have YOU taken the time to read His Book, to know what is right or wrong?
Remember all of the drawings in Sunday School of Elijah being taken up into heaven by a chariot of fire?  But, did you ever go back to the Word to see what it had to say?
II Ki 2:11  And it came to pass, as they still went on, and talked, that, behold, there appeared a chariot of fire, and horses of fire, and parted them both asunder; and Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven. (KJV)
How, and/or why these misconceptions have crept in, is important, because if we change any of His Word, {adding or deleting}, we put ourselves in a precarious position.

Rev 22:19  And if any man shall take away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part out of the book of life, and out of the holy city, and from the things which are written in this book. (KJV)
Remember, that He also said that if we lead one of His little ones astray, that the millstone salesman would visit us with our new purchase.  If you take the time, read the preceding verse also, because God tells us what will happen to us if we try to add to His Book!
Remember, what Paul tells us back in Phil. 2:12, that we have to "work out your own salvation with fear and trembling".  Can you tell me why, at Christmas time, do we have three wise men standing at or near the manger??  Does it make for a better story?  Does it justify or give a reason for giving presents and overspending?  Oh, I bet I have really stepped on some toes with this one!  But, alas, let us see what God has to say about it!
Matt 2:11 "they saw the young child"  Note that it does not say that they saw a baby, but rather a young child.  So, it is obvious that, they must arrive there sometime after the child Jesus was born.  If you will continue reading there in Matthew, you will be able to see there that the gifts had a specific purpose.  We are able to see, that the gifts, gave them a means by which to flee to Egypt as to escape Herod's destruction of all the young children.
How many other things do you suppose that we have allowed to change the Word of God??  Why have we allowed it?  Why won't anyone speak up?? Are we afraid of what people might say or do to us??

Luke 12:4-5  And I say unto you my friends, Be not afraid of them that kill the body, and after that have no more that they can do. But I will forewarn you whom ye shall fear: Fear him, which after he hath killed hath power to cast into hell; yea, I say unto you, Fear him. (KJV) 

Back to What Paul wrote to Timothy, study to show thyself approved unto God!!  Have we forgotten who we are to be serving?? 

Chapter 3 - FICTION or FRICTION

Why at this time of year {Christmas time}, do we sing songs that say that Christ was born in Bethlehem??  Do we really mean it?  Have we forgotten the divine nature of Jesus Christ?? Evidently so, because Rev. 1:11 says that he is the Alpha and Omega!!  The first and the last!  Or remember what the writer of Hebrews said, that Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today and forever!!
So, the next question is then, who was born in Bethlehem??  We know that Christ was with the Father from the beginning, so who was born in Bethlehem? Isa 9:6  "For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given" We are told that a child is born!!  Who is the child that is born?? Have we really stopped to think about who the writer is talking about? Have you realized yet, that the writer is talking about Jesus of Nazareth? Matt. 1:21 explains this.  The Son of Man, born of Mary.  It was accomplished by Acts 10:38 "How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power."

At what point in His life was Jesus of Nazareth anointed.  If He lived a life without sin and disobedience, how could He accomplish that without the Spirit of God from the beginning?? Could it be, perhaps, that from the moment of conception, Jesus of Nazareth was with the Holy spirit?  [Mat. 1:20]
As we continue to look at the child that was born; let us look at a few scriptures that back up this fact.
Matt 1:18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise: When as his mother Mary was espoused to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy Ghost. (KJV)
Matt 1:21  And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his people from their sins. (KJV)
John 1:14  And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth. (KJV)
Are we beginning to see what Isaiah was talking about, when he said that a child is born??
In Luke 2:27, "And he came by the Spirit into the temple: and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, "  Do you see how the people could see only the child Jesus?  They were able only, to relate to the flesh and blood that was before their eyes! [That is probably why we would rather base our faith on physical, rather than spiritual!] 1 Tim 3:16  And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: [God was manifest in the flesh].  How Jesus of Nazareth was the manifestation of the Word in the form of flesh.  This is why we have such a difficult time trying to understand God.  We want to see miracles and healing, anything that will justify or satisfy our physical senses.  [Lest we forget, the greatest gift or miracle, is to be born again.] Just like the Apostle Thomas, if we could only touch, then would I believe! Sounds like the majority in the church today; if only I could touch or see.
I hope you are beginning to understand, we have to know Jesus...before we can know 

and understand, the Son that was given, Christ. Matt. 16:13-20. "he asked his disciples, saying, Who do men say that I, the Son of man am?  And they said, Some say that thou art John the Baptist; some Elijah, and others, Jeremiah, or one of the prophets.  He said unto them, But who say ye that I am?  And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the Living God.  And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-jona; for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father, who is in heaven." 

When he asked them who the Son of Man was, they had all kinds of answers to try and explain the things that had been said and done.  But when asked, who was I AM, flesh and blood did not answer.  The Spirit of God did!!
Matt 16:18  And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. (KJV)
Upon the revelation of the Son of God, Christ, the Rock, his church is to be built.  But so often we neglect Christ.  We remember only Jesus of Nazareth, the Son of man, and forget Christ, the Son of the Living God.
Why do we do this??  The Bible says that his people perish for lack of knowledge.  We have failed to study the Word, to show ourselves approved unto God. Remember in John 14:13 that he said that anything you ask the Father in His name; but what is His name?  Why don't we study the Word of God for ourselves?
Earlier in Luke 2:27, we talked about when the child Jesus was being taken into the temple, to do after the law.  If we take a closer look at the scriptures there, we see that all of those people in and around the temple, saw them bring in the child Jesus.  But, if you will look a little closer at these verses, you will read about a man named Simeon.  It was revealed unto him, Simeon, by the Holy Spirit, that he should not see death, until he had seen the Lord's Christ.  Isn't it amazing, that every one saw the child Jesus, but Simeon, led by the Holy Spirit, saw the Lord's Christ!?  I would then surmise, that those that are able to see the revelation of Christ today, are the ones that are led by the 

Spirit of God.
Seems that the shape of today's churches, separated by the physical nature, rather then being brought together by the spiritual!! Where are you?
Just as Paul wrote to Timothy, that at his first defense, no man stood with him; but rather, that all avoided him.  This is what happens today, when we try to speak out against the traditions of the churches.  No one wants to hear what the Word of God says.  They say: this is what is being taught, why rock the boat.  [Maybe it should be, why rock the ark?]  Why change now?  But, it is a condition, that we have allowed to happen. And we do this, because we will not study to show ourselves approved unto God!!!
Even Peter, in his second epistle, mentions the fact that Paul, had some startling revelations.  In these epistles, there were things hard to be understood, things you might even wrestle with a bit.
Just because everyone is not teaching something, does not make it wrong.  On the contrary, if everyone is doing it, we had better take a closer look at it to see if it is really of God.
The writer of Hebrews covers this fact very thoroughly.  He writes in the fifth chapter that we have become dull of hearing!  This is at the time when we should be teachers. The word, dull, in that scripture, means to be "lazy or stupid."  By the time we should be teaching the meat and the potatoes of the Word of God, we have to go back to the milk, or in other words, the basics of God's Word.  We have become lazy!

Eph 3:2-6  If ye have heard of the dispensation of the grace of God which is given me to you-ward:  How that by revelation he made known unto me the mystery; (as I wrote afore in few words,  Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ) Which in other ages was not made known unto the sons of men, as it is now revealed unto his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit;  That the Gentiles should be fellowheirs, and of the same body, and partakers of his promise in Christ by the gospel: (KJV)
Isn't it time we awake before it is too late, lest we lose what was given first to the Jews, and then to us.  Will we also turn our backs on the Son of God?
Let us awake to the mystery Paul writes about.  The mystery of the Gospel, which was manifest, which was Jesus Christ.
If we wrote a check, for let's say five dollars, and only signed our first name; the bank might let it slide through because of the amount.  But, what if that check was written for five thousand dollars?  Do you think that the bank would honor it?
Remember in John 14:13, Jesus Christ says, "whatever ye shall ask in my name."  But what is His name?? Do we really know Him?  How can we know Him that sent Him?  John 14:7 "If ye had know me, ye should have know my Father also."
John 14:13 goes on to say, " that the Father may be glorified in the Son."  Who was the Son that was given?  [Isa 9:6]
In Matt. 24, Mark 13 and Luke 21, we see the warnings of  the end times.  Have you noticed that one of these warnings is that He said, many would come in my name saying I am Christ."  They will deceive many!  Have you been deceived?
One other thing to note, is that He warns that the last days should be as the days of Noah.  Noah labored 100 plus years, only to be laughed at, scoffed at, but given no help to the task at hand; building a foundation to thereby be saved. The end result is that only eight were saved.  How many will there be this time? 

Even so, in the church today, we have our own code of conduct.  We set our standards and expectations on other people and judge them accordingly.
In my Bible, Matt. 12:31 says, that all manner of sin and blasphemy are forgivable, except for blasphemy against the Holy Spirit. It does not give us the right to go out and sin, but it does give us God's forgiveness through Jesus Christ when we err.  [1 John 1:9].
It is amazing [grace] the amount of forgiveness God has, and has given to us.  Why is it, that we as the body of Christ, do not have the same forgiveness? We are so quick to label people and tell them they cannot serve God or be used by Him.  "We" have determined what God will and will not forgive.
Remember in John chapter eight, the woman that was caught in adultery!  As a matter of fact, it said, she was caught in the very act.  How did they catch her in the very act?  Were they hiding in the closet?  For What purpose?
Jesus Christ did not chase her away.  On the contrary.  The first thing that he did was to divert the attention away from her.  Second, he stopped the accusations.  He told them that anyone without sin could cast the first stone.  They did not.  Neither did He!! He forgave her.  He did not okay the sin, but He did forgive her of her sins.
Is this the way we are operating our churches today?  Would Jesus Christ be proud of the congregations we are establishing today?
Would we welcome Paul, the apostle, to our church to teach?  I think not!

Remember, the title of this message is Fiction, Friction or Faith. Where are you operating???????????? 

That you may know Him, 

In the service of Jesus Christ, 

Larry Gazelka 

